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In Thai society, @ \damental foundation

affecting the social, po s of the people's
way of life, with the Sz ibolic representation

of existence, and with the monki g &id s whose duties are to study

describe their

will result in

political concept of the ruler and the ruled ; the Sangha's political
behavior and the Thai political system ; and the role of the Sangha with

regard to social as well as political development.



These investigations, however, have not touched upon the issue
of the Sangha's fundamental belief, which forms the code of conduct of

the Sangha both in secular and acclaniutiml aspects.

To this end the fonwing \-& ”, e addressed :
!

1. What are the Sanghs . political beliefs?
2. Are tha:a elated, if so in
what way?

3. 1s the Sanghadé
political belief, if so <’

4. Do the d /;/ sta
correlation between the F : \ L : cal beliefs in
any significant way, if sc | . ‘ -

The outcome of this perspective of

-) & litd.tl bﬂl}f.

‘and from the

II
-l monks, randomly

; \
than in beliefs in Ariyasacca, Pancakkhandha, Tilakkhana, and Kamma.
The more experience in the study of the Scriptures and the more Vassa

the Sangha have, the more likely the stronger the former beliefs becomes.



2. The Sangha holds a democratic political belief rather than
an authoritarian political belief, in terms of principles, methods, and
the way of life. The more experience in the study of the Scriptures

the Sangha has, the more likely that the stronger the democratic

political belief will become. rofe likely that Mahanikai

monks would hold a strongex. 'f'—”'- racic pof, #°) belief than Dhammayuti

monks would.
3. The Sangha \\" is more highly
correlated with the stzafgeibaiuh el i o8N \Q in the realm of
inc W AT g
the principles of rule 77 ' {% \\\ by Dhamma, and
the way of life by Dhamms Th of Aniyasacca, Pancakkhandha,

\“\
Tilakkhana, and Kamma. .

4. The status of 4

study of the Scriptures plnyn aSignits _pe in the differences in
i)\ 7

f the experience in the

Sangha's political b ; , methods, and

the way of life. Sedt ,Em_"}' a significant

hﬂlia!inla'lm mntistnsnythautmngarthahalisthmmt

Dhammika Bhikkhu, Palinnu Bhikku, Navaka Bhikkhu, Majjhima Bhikkhu and

Thera Bhikkhu have, the stronger the belief in democratic principles,



methods, and the way of life, and at the same time, the weaker the
authoritarian political belief.
In summary, the essence of the interaction between the Sangha and

politics is that the stronger the h,'i ef in the principles of rule by

Dhamma, the methods of rule b @ way of life by Dhamma,

the more likely the s

ratic principles, methods,

and the way of life wil tarian political

g

Cs -
miﬂ!-- Thﬂ more exXpe ; " o \ \'Q{;:* o % m th,‘
ISP~/ [\ . N—

above becomes. In othergigid i \\\ 1 the study of the

Scriptures, and the grea \\ 811 as a stronger belief

”~ Crechr i J LR
in the principles of rule WV JRimids: o) ' ‘\' rule by Dhamma, and

the way of life by Dhamma, & S5 Gebcratic political belief-

rather than the authoritarian pofit:c=i Seifof will. On the other hand,

the status of sects, Hat £§ only a minoxr
role in the above - :,* ‘i-"
) G

P S
ORIt
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