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## 5180190122 : MAJOR JAPANESE
KEYWORDS : SEI SHONAGON / VIEWS OF BEAUTY OF PEOPLE / HEIAN
MARIN VIRIYAPONGPANICH : SEI SHONAGON'S VIEWS OF BEAUTY OF
PEOPLE IN MAKURA NO SOSHI. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. ATTAYA SUWANRADA,
Ph.D., 145 pp.

This thesis aims to study Sei Shonagon'’s views of beauty of people in Makura no
Soshi through her description of beauty of people on the following aspects: faces, hair
style, clothes as well as other qualities that high class people should possess. Sei
Shdnagon’s views then are compared with those of other common Heian's views.

This author finds that Sei Shonagon’s views regarding faces and hair style are
similar to other common Heian’s views, i.e., the nobles are expected to have beautiful
faces, very long black hair, and made up their faces neatly. Women are expected to
hide their faces from other people, especially from men. Regarding clothings, Sei
Shdnagon shares some common views with other Heian contemporaries, for example,
that people should dress according to the seasons and their social and political status.
However, her choices of colors and clothing styles differ from her contemporaries. As for
the qualities of high class people, Sei Shonagon agrees with her contemporaries that
they should possess calligraphic, poetic, and musical abilities but Sei Shonagon herself
does not want to compose Japanese poetry, nor does she like the sounds of certain flutes.

This study finds that Sei Shonagon’s views of people’s beauty are basically
similar to her contemporaries, albeit with some deviations. Her different views reveal the
competitiveness among court ladies who must demonstrate that their qualities stand

above the crowd and reflect the noble culture of Heian period.

Department : Eastern Language Student's Signature...........oooocviiii
Field of Study : Japanese AdViIsOr's Signature.........cocovveiiiii e

Academic Year : 2011
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