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ABSTRACT

It is generally assumed that epidemiology is the basic science of public
health. We have received problem solving in public health from the time of Hippocrates,
Sir Isac Newton, the French Revaluation up to the epoch of Globalization.
It is concluded that several research methods for public health have been
continuously adapted to the scientific development and social values at the time.
Each scientific method is not value free. A combination of methods should better reflect
the “true” nature of public health situation and help guide control measures acceptable
to groups with different social value.

The document also gives example of each method wused in addressing
public health issues, including its strength and weakness. It has described a
multi-disciplinary study of exiting health needs and related health services for
adolescents in Bangkok slum to highlight how social sciences methods can add
richness to epidemiology and vise versa in understanding the problems and
needs of adolescent health.

Finally, we argue for a strong linkage between the research system and
public health system through good governance and accountability. Multi-disciplinary
research will be critical to our understanding of real public health issues and to the
provision of control measures which can facilitate good heath through accepted methods
of conflict resolution of various social groups.
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