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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this reseafch were to study the history and the
development of Thai magazines for children, to study the opinions of
students in elementary-and jumier high'schools towards formats of Thai
magazines for children; and moreover to analyze their conténts.

. The methods of studying were as follows: |

- a) Asking 226 students in Pratom Suksa 4,'5 and 6 as volunteefs

to read magazines: Dao Rung, Dek, Putharuksa, Poendek and Satri Sarn
Supﬁlement (Yao)‘published_from'June 1978 to June 1979. In the same
way 180 students, in M&thayom l,é‘and Mathayom SukSa 2 were requested
to voluntarily read Chaiyapruek, ChaiyaprueksSciences-and Sawita.
After the 'said magazines were left to be read for one week, the question-
naires on their formats and contents were distributed to be‘énswered.

~b) Studying 8 ﬁagazine titles (119 issues) thoroughly, -and also
interviewing the magazines' editors. The results were used té classify ;
~into 5 subject matters: subject matter based on curriculum (Elementary

Curriculum and Junior High Curriculum), genefal knowledge, activities,



news and recreation.

Research results are concluded as follows:

" Conclusion of’readers' opinions |

The Elementary students have the.ideas that all. 5 maggzines'

. formats are generally good.-IPoendek and Dek are those which have the
best format. The line-spacing in Dac Rung and space between letters

in Satri Sarn Supplement (¥ac) should be improved. As for the.contents,
the students pick carto&ns 1n Dek Puthafhksa,.Poendek and Satri Sarn
Supple&ent (Yao) foxstheir first consideration, while, in Dao Rung,

they choose to read taies of ‘ali kinds. The reasons for reading Dao Rung
and Dek are to gain knowledge'and entertainment respectively.. On the
othér hand, their first preference in reading Putharuksa, Poendek'and :
Satri Sarn Supplement (Yao) is recreation and tc gain knowledge coﬁes
next.

The Junior High students_haﬁe the ideas that the formats of
Chaiyapruek, Chaiyaﬁruek-Spiences'and-Sawita‘ére satisfactory in general.
ChaiyaprUek—Sciences-is the best..'Illustrations in Chaiyapruek and-
Chaiyapfuek-Sciences are not clear. .Division of pages in Chaiyapruek
and spaces of columns in Sawita are not suitable to‘read.- Moreover,
a'pumber of ‘advertisements in Sawita should be reduced. - The Junior High
students have different considexafigns in selecting the items to read.
The boys enjoy reéding the science articleé in Chaiyapruek while the
girls like column on Thai litevature. Regarding Chaiyapruek-Sciences,
the boys~overwhélminé1§ read the items on space andlapace explorafioﬁ

but the girls choose the medical column for their first considerations.



As for Sawita, both boys and girls respectively read biugraﬁhy and
;cientific news, cartoons‘and general knowledge. The first reason for
their reading is to gain knowledge and the Second is to entertain
themselves.

Magazieﬁe’s Conten§s 

Dao Rung, Dek, Putharuksa, Poendek-and Satri Sarn Supplement
(Yaé) are aimed for reﬁreation more than knowledge. Howéver, each
title émphasizes differentlys cartoons appear regularly in all magazines
exceﬁt Dac Rung which offers only taieé. The subject matter supporting
‘Elementary Curriculum is respectively presented in bek; Putharuksa and
Satri Sarn Supplement (Yao) while'appearing the least in Poendek. The
subject matter to substantiate Junior High Curriculum is found mostly
iﬁ Satri Sarn Supplement'(Yap) whereas there is nothing of the kind in
Dek and Putharuksa. The activities are'fpund mostly in Satri Sarn
Supﬁlement {(Yac) as! well, but none are offered in Dao Rung and
Putharuksa. The news apperrs specifically only in Poendek.

The tifles which.determine to prfsent knowledge more than’
recreation are Chaiyapruek, Chaiyapruek-Sciences and- Sawita. Chaiyaprﬁek-
Sciences is the one which.has only ihe science items. 9The title thét
provides a balanced proportionicf knowledgé and recreation is Sawita.
Chaiyapruek has the objectives of including many categories of general -
knowledge. - ’

The rgéommendatiOns of the author to the magazine publishers are:
the'size of the magazineé, Dao Rung, Chaiyapruek and Chaiyapruek-Scienceé,

should either be enlarged or reduced to match that- of an exercise bock.



The number of pages in all the 8 magazines should be increased.
Moreover, some illustrations to accompany the texts in Dao Rung, Dek
.and Putharuksa should be'in color. As for the magazine's coﬁtents,
Daoc Rung, Poendek and Satri: Sarn Supplement (Yao) should provide more
subjecf'matters supporting Elementary Curriculum in social studies and
science studies, but for Sawita the neéd is only for an addition in
social studies. Chaiyapruck, Chaiyapruck-Seiences and Sawita should
include more subjecté ag€ording to Junicr High Curriculum. Activities
on Arts should be offepéd regularly in Dek. The dual languages part
in Putharuksa should bg¢l omitted.

The recommendations to the librarians are: to subscribe és‘
many titles as possible to Thai'magazines for children. The school
librarians should guide the‘students to read the usefully interegting
items in magazines_and may provide services of acquiring good magazines
to sell to the students or help making subscriptions for those who

want themn.
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