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ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesisiié‘to gtudy the concept of justice in
‘Plato's Republic in compgriéon with that of modern philosophers in order
to analyse why the probiem of justice is significant to man and society
as a whole.

From the siudy, it is found‘fhat human life is necessarii; :
related‘to-the.interpretation of the principle of justice. Men use the
principle of juétice through the state, so aifferent forms of govérnment
have different interpretationsof the primciple of justice. 1In this way,
moderﬁ philosopheh have presented the pringipie of justice in the various
forms of social justice. I1ts main cepcern ié to offer equality to all
‘of its'citizens forrthe good of thelsociety. , daw is therefore the mai;
device through which justice ig guarantced.

At present, each society has é‘diiferent fofm of government. The
pr1nc1ple of justice of a theory may not be used for every form of govern-~

ment. Thus, it is clearly shown that tqe pxlnciple of social Justlce is

changeable. 1t depends on factors and individuals in the society.



This{tggcept is aifferent from Plate's. That is, Plato's prin-
ciple of justice is exp%éiﬁéd by his own philosophy, the Idea or Form.
The form of justice is'pérmanent and unchangeable. It is wisdom that (3
leads men to the truth of justice. In this case, justice is not the
direct effact of the social structure or government syste.

Plato claims that perfect justice exists. Therefore, in Plato's
Republic there are various forms of justice which can be explained by
different principles, but Elatorhopes that the ruler who is also a phi-
losopher should decide which act i1s based on the perfect justice, and
rule the siate with that perfect justice.

rThere are three.theories of justice‘in modern philosophers'
concept which this thesis i& comparing. They are the Utilitarian Jﬁstice,
the Justice as Fairness and the bistributive Justice.

The Utilitarien Justice presents the principle of sccial justice
in the way that the sgeiety should give the greatest good for the greatest
number of people, eméhasiziﬁg on the common advantagé by the majority
choice. Plato has no objection to the Utilitarian theoxry. He only be-
lieves that the piilésophér-Ring willl decide| what' is the best for people
instead of the majority choice.

The ﬁistriﬁutiva Justiceé emphdsikea) on shating |if|téxation in
order that the rich and the poor berequal, Plato tells about the form
of the division of labour instead of taxation. This is because Plato
does not allow the members of state to own'prOPerties.‘

The Justice as Fairness emphasizes on the justice form ,of liberty

for the members of state. This theory must be based on democracy so that



This principle is effective in.practiéeo‘ Flato analyses the princ%ple

of social justice from aristocracy. Hén are limited by the duty of the
nature of their mind. Men have no freedom in vocational cﬂbice to ful-
£ill their wish Men's freedom is limited. However, social justice will
be achieved only when each individual has the duty thatcorrespondé £o his
spiritual state. Therefore, Plato disregards this kind of justice.

In analysing Plato's attitude towards.the present principle of
justice, we find that Flate"agrees with the Utilicarian principle of
social justice in the respéqt that it mainly emphasizes the good of the
society. Plato partly agrees with the Distributive. Justice which is
explained by a different principie Plate mentions the divisicn of labour,
not considering fairftaxafion ag citizens, cannot own properties;

Plato Qisag;ees with the Justice as Fairness which emplasizes
the principlé of social justice by giéing freedom to the individuals be-
cause he believes that it is harmful to the state and the state will lose
its unity and harmony.

Modern philcsophers consider that Plato's concept of justice
cannot be practised in presefit society which is structurally complex and
ecoriomically advanced. Plzté's economic (system. lies ingthe pérsonai
exchange of goods. Co\?sequently9 the principle of sccial (justice in
Plato's concept és view;d by medern philosophers’ is.not ptactiéable with .

Ll

modern society, Modern philosophers conclude that Flato's Justice is

*

only 'Ideal Justice'.
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