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The purpose e a comparative study of

the Thai and Lahu w i in their folktales. The

folktales were colle ‘ ; vd \ ahu people in neighboring
villages in Tak Provi ber 1983 and June 1984.
Thirteen informants mna J’ _‘; ’u ns and there were recorded
as many as 109 folktales i 5-Fable "9 romantic tales, 48 legends,

16 jests, 3 mythd,
It is fou #eled elements among

the folktales of © 6 two groups of people. ! ey accept that man is

dualistic in ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁiwmﬁﬁertam regulation

or law and th#l§ it moves w:Lth a purpos
qmﬂQﬂmW ever,ls that
whlle “th® Lahu people's belief is empha 1?.'];@ Kanma or:.ented The
Thai people look up to the Law of Cause and Effect rather than the
Law of God or the gods. Nevertheless, the Lahu pcople have also

~

projected some influences by the Law of Kamma.



Man's knowledge about the world is based on rationaligm.
The two groups of peoplc accept that many phonomecna are acneuvered by
supernatural or magical powers. Yet supernaturalism is at times
within man's reach and contrbl. This type of knowledge:c-n.be mastercd
and be relayed from one person to another.

Both groups of people agree that the ideal is to search for

itself.
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