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BANGKOK MONDAY DECEMBER 2, 1991 -

AIDS MESSAGE..Prime Minister's Office. Minister
Mechai Viravaidya lakes a drink from a cup previously
used by a young girl carrying the AIDS virus to make a
it that the fatal disease cannol be easily contracted
igh bedily contact. ; gl
lechal and the girl, identified anly as Fal, were
\ga a function at the Thai Red Cross Society
marters on Rama IV Road yesterday as part of
R 5 o1l S Daj".- N sonl ;
activilies highlighting the dangers of the disease
Pz S0 prevent 1t were held In major provinces
Uhighohe country to mark the occasion. The activ-
W5 Bangkok were concentrated on Sanam Luang
tians adopted the anti-AIDS theme.( Anoth-
fta 2) - - -2 s g 7

ey 1 B O o)

= ot g e
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- of eur problem, whereas most

.in order Lo plan a response.

Thai cabinet ml'r;i;!e'r Me-

chai Viraveidya, 51, <leads
Thailand’s anti-AfDS- cam-
puign so vigorously that'in his
couttirya condom is known asa
“mechal.” Recently he spoke
with Newsweek s Ron Moreau
in Bangkok. Excerpls:

MOREAU: How serious s AIDS In
Thailand?

MECHAL AlIDS is a serious
problem in the whole of Asia.
Whal makes Thailand stand
out is thal we've done tharough
studies and know the extent

Asian counlrivsareslill asleep.
They are going to regret that.
You have Lo know the numbers

- How bad are
Thailand?

Alter three years of careful
study, we estimate there are
he:ueen 200,000 and 400,000 Hl‘h’-pos

Ihe mumbers in

tive cases. Bul il nothing is done, the ||

numbers could grow to between 2 and 4
million [cases] in the next 13 years. We
must act on Lhat sirong warning. If we
can bring about attitude and behsgiorad
changes in every Thai male in iz
recuces the number of his sex [
by one hall and doubles his usesud
doms, then we may be able to pre

about 3 million new cases

What is Thafland doing 1o combat AIDS?

g

Denying that you have geppob
[ruitless. You have totak .
and view AIDS as a socie ol
asanincurable health protfpgn. Sowe've
come up with a clear pohd¥ “hn:h in-

volves everyone raligigs ingti-m 2pgnii
tutions, the gov the
the private sect v

pariment hasab et lneducalc 1l.s-:mn
stall and Lhe publu: iLserves about AIDS,
Businesses are starting Lo edueate their
stalls nnd customers. The insurance in-
dustry is training its 100,000 life-insur-
ance salespeople Lo educate potential
clients and policyholders about AIDS.

What's the incentive for busingss?

It's simple: dead customers don't buy,
IF sething is done, we stand to lose be-
tween 10 and 20 percent of the gross

apkins
nation into
We also have
jo stations

AX J

ey

. ok home gl

one out of every two village homes hiSa
adio. Thai movie sgarg have agreed Lo

By NET

e .

i

H I
show anti-A1D5 slides before the feature

H
Nim starisgind all home videgs will h.:ne
. v ::13

Erections and lime. First, :.-uu are
working on basic human behavior; sec-
ond, h!DSis:pmudmnsumpidly“l:hn'-'c
to act effectively in the next two years.
Butwe'vehadsomeveryexciting success-
es, such as our 100 percent condom-use
experiment. In four provinces, every sex-
eslablishment owner is brought in, edu-
cated about AIDS prevention and lold
thatevery girl will be Lested regularly for
sexunlly transmitted disvoses, Mo girl is

found Lo be carrying such a disease, the

brothel is closed down for one
day, for a week on the second
ofense, for a month on the
third and tolally closed down
on the fourth. This program
really caught the operators’ at-
tention. I they lose a girl they
can easily gel another one, but
here they lese money.

So are you poing matlonwide with
this program?

Yes, we're going to promote
this program in every province.
Moreover, this month we are
bringing more than 250 senior
policemen lo Banghek for a
special training course on the
paliceman’s role in AIDS pre-
vention. [ call it the Cops and
Rubbers campaign.

Whe's o blame for Thalland's A0S
epidemic?

We are all to blame, includ-
ing Asian leaders who had b=t-
ter stop denying the problem exists. For
some of these countriesit may be toolate,
India, Bangladesh and southern China
all have very serious AIDS problems. So
does Japan, My suspicion isthat Japanis
hidinga lot. Japanesemen Lravel aliover
Asia, have sex everywhere, and even
have their own sex enclaves in Bangkok.
I've asked girls here il Japanese men use
condoms. " No," they say, "they refuse.”

You're Lalking about sex toorism?
Yes. We believe it's time that devel-
ﬁ countries do samething Lo prevent

AT T Y

ir citizens from coming out Lo the de-
ping world to exploit women and
children. Men from Japan must be sin-
gled mulsu Eu ropeans and Australians

ricans. ] am trying to pro-.

qﬂ ﬂ with dignity, instead of
dollars and sperm.

Could the national elections this March atfect

the antl-AIDS fight?_ - y
A new government can change what it
wishes. That's democracy. But reversing
our present anti-AIDS action would be
very shortsighted. We will try our very
best Lo eonvince the new government to
conlinue the fight. But there's no guar-
anlee. Some candidates [for Parliament]

tre the very same people who previously
wanled Lo keep the AIDS problem Quiet.
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‘In Thajla.nd penple can't open a bar of
s soap or a box of sanitary napkins without
h t : S F A e i
announcements, von salespeople w
alS get H‘GE}SLOP bringing them door-to-door. And pen?;r]: won't be
L A ¥ }JS able to rent a home video or useabarﬂcmdmﬂ-mt
message c ()HL 38 geitag une.

The message: AIDS kills but thc:e are ways to

nnﬁs@*

. p ot : keep from getting it. .
, ?Lﬁgﬂhﬁﬂl\fhir Bep g e n, S 1 The mmuger Mechai Vnmd:-'a, formerly of
: the prime minister’s office,
now head of the Pupu!auon
and Community Davelopment
Association, a Banghok-based

nenprofit group,

Today 200,000 to
400,000 Thais have HIV, the
i3 AIDS virus, and that nurber

. could grow to four million in
10 years, Madmmd
i recently, -

" Tohelp pr:ve.nt t}mt.hg
“has set up a program that
mmbummmmnmmlh

one :l'lmg* he has begl.m a "Cops and
bers" program, where police hand out condoms
one from grocery clerks to criminals,

ai has worked with lawbreakers as well as
orcers. He considers that brothel owners are
\ ph}re.rs in the country’s 100 percent
‘\" 0 use" AIDS prevention program.

A In Eangknk, where an estimated-37 percent of
prostitutes are HIV positive, they are required
by law to use condoms. The Public Health Ministry:
said that 96 percent of Thai men with sexually,
‘transmitled diseases were infected by prostitutes,

Prostitutes all over Thailard must be checked
r:g'l.da.rhr for sexually transmitted diseases, and
_4 ith prostitutes found to have such diseases
for a day. If another sexual disease is

BYF B in a brothel's employees, it closes for a

T e urmth. thmayez:mrh w:h added

4 L Mucha.i': supervision, “every goumml
- employee received 2 weskly calendar printed with
testimonies from pecple infected with HIV,

f UHIN EWITW 157

when you have no cure and no

svaccine, prévention ié the énly cure,” Mechai said.

“Thatmmem in every sector, in all
] W ] ppn:dmcl:y

i ‘of s partners.
arrrlmdwhletnam::d‘umdom "I‘lmta:n.ﬂd_
prmt&uumﬂlmnwmuﬂhem -
*_ Under Mechai's programJAIDS 'education in
" Thailand starts'with: fourth-graders”Asked if -
mmmuhinppmedﬂueﬁmtmlhxhquk
- Mechai called that{an-American.question.” *

[
Id

-..mphntaaducammk*tnav:ﬁm”he

sa:d.ButMedmdomtbchﬂehmmthodsmuid
_ wrknmm e
e R ‘ : "'Ihehstdmgh‘mﬂdﬁh mdmswggm
solutions to different cultures,” be said, He said

‘Thailand's greatest asset is its ability to accept -,

people and things that are different. .
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~ PUBLIC EYE ™™

L iMieechai Weer'awaithaya: |
- "Dead customers don’t buy.”

hile the acquired immune deficiency Unless Thailand commodation — the works.
syndrome (AIDS) is essentially a sodial

. ‘When that goes, what's going to happen? Land
problem, ene cannot ignore the epi- Wa];ces up quickly, prices will fall because confidence is down. And
demic’s economic ramifications, AIDS its economy then [bad factors] will multiply and get even
kills some of society’s most economi- may be Iavaged worse than the real situation warrants because

cally productive young people, those in whom

the government has invested millions of baht .
through education and other public services.
The slow, deterioration and eventual loss of
these people will strain the labor supply and p
a dire burden on the country’s health care

of fear and paranoia.
Mew investments? Who is going to come
and invest in Thailand? There are already over-
" seas companies that are finding it difficult to get
managing directors to come to Thailand. There
are efforts now in European countries, which
tem. From the agricultural and industriai they annot implement overtly, to get informa-
tors to the service and tourism sectors, Al o i = tion to their citizens advising them not to go to
threatens to change the face of Thailand SRcon_ b i, Wy - Thailand.
omy. e ; : New Zealand's recent moves [to reimpose
Meechai Weerawaithaya, who beg a1 visa requirements for Thai nationals] are an-
reerinsocialactivism promoting birth cong S other example.
Thailand, has become one of the kisfG When I was in Egypt last December for a
most outspoken anti-AIDS campaigner: s meeting, a regulation was promulgated [and
secretary general of the Population & Cgfiny subsequently withdrawn] requiring anyone

“

nity Development Association (PDA#®Ie | § “traveling from Thailand, not just Thai citizens,

spearheaded many innovative progranfto - 5 F2 . to show proof that they were HIV negative.

educate the Thai public about the re # ¢ v ] T Several Thai students have been sent back from

AlDS. , host countries in Africa because of our reputa-
Even as the number of AIDS cases contigglf< tion as an AIDS hotbed.

to rise (see chart), there is still an alarffing
number of people who either are ignorant §
how the disease is spread or, due to fear Or
economic self-interest, deny the gravity of the
situation. These people must be educated. B
can traditional public health bodie ‘

Furthermore, the Thai economy will suffer
even more when people begin to show symp-
toms. They will be unable to work. Production
will beaffected. Health costs will skyrocket. The
Thailand Development Research Institute says
zie and treatment of AIDS patients will cost

effective effort? MrMeechai will noty a--A-f-:-—_*’ perhead. The Ministry of Public Health has
out. He s calling for a “total mobiliz§ "3 WY Bd that over the next five years 60% of its
sectors of society. One of PDA's laftftSs ¥ o Dudget will go to AIDS. These are conservative
tional efforts is aimed at Thai businedsh ' ] estimates.

Meechai's message is simple: “Forgs I8 about < Manager: What impact will AIDS awareness
saving the world, Start by saving your apma programs have on the tourist industry?
pany.” MrMeechai: Thereis the fear that, as we become

ublic about AIDS in Thailand, it will
“Manager. How will AIDS purism. Yet we conducted a survey in

economy? ﬂi which we asked tourists from more than twenty
Mr Meechai: It will be devast ng unless we countries; you think Thailand should pro-

putmore effort into Wl th ive information and education
increase gmng as it
now, AIDS will tou ne vay

If AIDS continuefjin Thailand without a
very clear fight by ali the first effect will be a
very severe decline in tourism, Take a look at
Phatthaya Ask hotel managers about the occu-
pancy ratetoday compared to twoor three years
ago. It will get worse and waorse. Then there will

¥ t launching such a program
would discourage tourists from coming to
Thailand, 76.6% said ‘no’. Twenty-two percent,
especially people involved with sex tours, said
they would not come. So most people think that
itisagood idea.

Manager: Has the Tourism Authority of Thai-

come a time when a major tour agency will say land’ s response to the AIDS crisis been ade-
‘this is not a long-term market for us anymore, Kole: The human immunodefi- quate?

let's pull out,’ and then there will be a fast clency virus (HIV), In almost all | Mr Meechai: No! What response has TAT
decline. cases, causes AlDS. See p10for |  made? 1 know TAT governor Thammanoon

Look at how much of the Thai economy gmm delails on AIDS stalistics.:"|  Prajuapmoh well. I said to him the other day,

. depends on tourism. Apart from bringing for- H‘;‘:r:t Elllf-:ﬂl;fﬂl:w Division, | oy may be the first TAT governor without
eign exchange, so many related industries de- Ban knE ? ¥ f IEF.JT_‘E!F!_. much to do in the long run.’ The TAT governor
pend on it: transportation, fuod, services, ac- . aliziadritar) ST totally out of touch with reality regarding

6 | [EIEEF 13-26 AUGUST 1990
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must take care of its own people, instead of

" waiting for the government to take care of them.
. We propose that each company must under-
stand AIDS and protect itself by educating its
staff. Furthermore, each company must protect
its customers, because dead customers don't
buy. Youmustappeal not only to the company’s
moral sense, but also to its raison d’etre — to
make a profit. Already, for example, Avon pro-
vides ‘AIDS safety tips cards’ with its products.
To initiate the program, we invite the com-
pany’s human resources department to send
one or two people for an afternoon of training.
We teach them everything they need to know
about AIDS. They become a liaison between

AIDS at the moment.

[Tourism officials] should realize that tourism
will be the first loser if we don’t work hard on
AIDS. All tourist-related businesses must edu-
cate their personnel so they understand AIDS
and know how to prevent it. If I'go to a tourist
place where I feel that the staff really knows
AlIDS, 1 feel comfortable, as opposed to a place
that doesn’t know the first thing about it. These
educational measures should be supported by
the tourist industry and by TAT.

Manager: AIDS is already widespread in Thai-
land. What do you suggest be done to change
people’s attitude for the long battle ahead?
MrMeechai: Assuming all of our present efforts

fail, I see two solutions available to us, The first, RIS fg.f PDA and the company. We give them a slide
if 1 can convince the prime minister, is to close I s # v and audio presentation prepared by Kodak and
down all brothels and say the reason is that . — E“_ﬂ“ﬂ ‘;'_:"’ = video tape that they can show to the employ-
prostitution is killing and will kill millions of f-'—’f‘*""'"-'f"l“lﬂ PP v 5s. The training is free, but we hope that com-
Thais. ey S| B is make a donation to fund more slide kits.

This will instigate a huge debate. There
be talk of ATDS everywhere, right down to
villages. It will be the first time everyone is
talking about AIDS. People will say ‘Is it recg
that serious?’ There is a saying in [Chinese][*No
coffin, no tears.” Thai people don't believe AIT;
is:dprob'ham because of its long incubatior
jpie i

Then, once people have talked about it, th
government can pass a law legalizing prost
tion, warning that those who wishtotake up this
occupation will probably be dead within seve
years and that their clients will probably suffe
the same fate. Rather than just letting the issue
drag on as it does now, we need an event to get
people talking and thinking.

During this pericd between the closing and dustry can help?
opening of the brothels, we will need to ifis¥u ai: Companies can provide addi-
a strong public relations cam paign tell R e ——et i0T1S fOr poor people to make a living,.
ents not to sell their children into prosti§ 8 AX J help keep young girls from going into
Instead of sending money home, the chiliZg® P iuition. To do this, we need to double the
will be sent home in coffins. :I _inlment incentives for labor-intensive in-

The second proposal is intensive educa®é dues to go to the watershed areas of prostitu-
aimed at making fundamental changes in aﬂii tion. We then give young girls an alternative —

Omce the information has had a chance to
pot in people’s minds, we will ask the com-
liaison to choose some people in the firm
eally understand AIDS and show sympa-
ond compassion for the situation. These
ple will form a support group that we will
Mo deal with the AIDS cases that will even-
appear in the company’s work force. We
them to have sympathy, that people with
ATEEE are not evil, that they should not be ostra-
ed and that they need support.

Thus far, we have tested the program in
more than one hundred companies. By making
this small investment of time and money now,
they will save millions in the future.

Manager. Are there any other ways private in-

tudes. It is very difficult to change gtsityd
behavior, especially in the Thai rrﬁ

== o t of working in a factory — to selling them-
i deadly profession. For example,
we propose AlDS education for ai Puperware is interested in taking

three years of primary school andql more of its business upcountry.
the first three years of secon- wana_ger. Are you optimistic
dary school. It will be 3  gabout Thailand's fu-
major subject, ture?

aimed at changing
the male attitude
toward prostitu-
tion. We want to
present prostitution
as a health issue and

Mr Meechai: [ am
a real optimist.
When it comes to
AIDS, however, it
would be overly opt-
mistic to say we havea

a5 a form of degrada- 50% chance of control-
tion of women. Each ling it — unless certain
child will be subjected to revolutionary changes oc-
six years of education, and A cur in Thailand. It is like
that's one way to make sure & David versus Goliath. I was

that some Thais still remain.
Manager. What is the purpose
of FDAs AIDS corporate educa-
tion program?

Mr Meechai: Every institution

told that there are an estimated
800,000 prostitutes in Thailand.
If that is the correct figure, that

means we have 100,000 more pros-
titutes than we have teachers.” M

-
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