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The study attempted to determine the incidence of serum sickness
following the administration of equine rabies immune globulin (ERIG). A total
of 131 recipients of ERIG and post-exposure rabies vaccination were

sequentially followed up to 2 week both for the development of serum sickness

and the changes in the third

I . “¢qmplement(C3); circulating. immune
complex (CIC) levels and he K\;{%\ ‘

Before ERIG administration,
immediate skin test was pePherie 5) ,, were -found positive . .
according t6 the strict : - Howev Repne. of the ’sk_in test-pgsitive
individuals experienced, E] tration.
Thérefore, replacemént Lhd v - BREG\Im, S : ﬁs‘c__,-pc_?lsflti_ve ;ndividua}s may;

be an unnecessary med:

Serum sicknesg : A onls #) ofjthe 131 patients (1.5%).
Heterophile antibody was ghd @' ) ABefa8) and 45% (45/100) of serum
sickness and asymptomatic
radial immunodiffusion an L e¢ By Clq binding assay of the serum
sickness group were not signif’ \ ity ent from the asymptomatic group.
Our results indicaté}t skis
horse gamma globulip of .. Clinical serum sickness
is a relatively rarc y Tip s sdinigtration. The diagnosis of
serum sickness is malnly a clinical dlagnos:Ls with very little .help from ...
laboratory conf i ly not useful whereas
differential he uﬂ Snm?m ﬂmﬁﬁﬁl The reasons may be due
to the 1nser\s_Lt1Vlty of the testg, the transd ient nature @f the disease or to
QIR TUHRA ARG -
heterologon protein administration. In fact, our prospective study confirms

that administration of ERIG can indeed result in CIC formation, C,_, activation

3
and formation of heterophile antibody in a certain number of patients even

though they are asymptcmatic.
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nm = nanometer
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