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NUTTANEE TAMTAI: ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF BLACK
COMEDY FILMS BY JOEL AND ETHAN COEN. ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF.
PATAMAVADEE CHARUWORN, 241 pp.

The objectives of this research are to study the characteristics of black
comedy films by Joel and Ethan Coen-and to place their work within the auteur
context. This is basically-a-gualitative research;-focusing on textual analysis of 13
films directed by the CoenBrothers.

The findings offthe ' research are as follows. The characteristics of black
comedy films by Joel and Ethan Coen can be categorized into 2 groups. Firstly, the
narrative is very distinct and usually cérnsists of twisted endings and mistaken plots.
The familiar conventions of ‘black comé_dy _films are parodied and ridiculed both in
content and style to the point ithat the%e-‘conventions are adapted into their own
unigue style. Secondly, the -component of black humor consists of anti-hero
characters who are both brutal‘and-at t.im_-es_i pathetic. The dialogues are ironic and
reflect the stupidity of human beings. Contained in-these films are notably slapstick
situations as well as-those that satirize the malfunctioning of American society.

It is found that the work of the Coen Brothers Can conveniently be placed in
the auteur contextnEach ofythemphas=theirj ownrexpertise and exercises it in a
harmonious way. Thus, Their films contain unique form and style which is presented
throughsthe themes of human.greed and-absurdity. Assregards-visual style, the most
commonly found techniques "are” bird’s eye" view, “high-key lighting and vast
landscape. These components strongly reflect the Coen Brothers' worldview and

attitudes towards American society in a very explicit and subtle way.
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3.1.1.2 cRaising Arizona (1987)
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Harden) a84i1 ina5inasis (John Turturro)
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3.1.1.5 The Hudsucker Proxy(1994)

wapslae A FeUduddTion Robbing) Waa Walii (Paul Newman) lautiinas
@ A (Jednifer Jason Leigh)

981l - 2,816,518 v

71998 s dndanan e geaEitl A nmANIR N MEUATIEBIA TS

#

3.1.1.6 Fargo (1996) 2

wanalae Falden . s (William HiMaoy) Wnuta winaesunug

(Frances McDormand) AR uﬂl,‘nfl {Steve Buscemi)

921l - 24,611-975
71998 : $1998004015 A1NINUAAIIINNIRAEN LAZUNNTNIURT
¥ 1
SR GLEI eI

39978 dn LR AELNANINANIANINE WA TR L

a

3.1.1.7 " The Big Lebowski (1998)

wandlneg  :1aWW L3aad(Jeff Bridges) Aa3iu fjaunu (John Goodman) 6w
‘Lj’&t‘ﬂfl(Steve Buscemi)

781161 117,451,873

$199R g an e unfeas e (Golden Berlin Bear) a NnANIA M1

LWa5au (Berlin Film Festival)
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3.1.1.8 O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000)

wanslae  : aafa Aglltl (George Clooney) a8 afinasls (John Turturro)

AR ﬁmmu (John Goodman)

98111 - 45,512,588
as v a I's dl 2
TNIR S LNTINNNEURTERALEIEN (Golden Palm) aTNINANITANTNEURNT
HaeAud

3.1.1.9 The Man Who Wasn't There (2001)

a o

wastlae  : fiad dovu 525UAU (Billy Bob fherffon) Wruiaa winaafuius

(Frances McDermand)

el 7,504,254
91998 - edagfinutian duy wasda@snavewnfeenanainmenia
g A &
NINEATIEN A E

3.1.1.10 Intolerable Cruelty (2003)

wasaloe  : anfa Agld (Ceorge Clooney) kanaiau 1m0 1aud (Catherine

Zeta Jones)

s¢1161 - 35,327,628

3.1.1.11 The Ladykillers (2004)

wandlee naN WaNAd(Tom Hanks) 1@asun W.aaas (Irma P.Hall)
98l 139,799,191
91998 N TauTea A aNa TN AN AN INERATIIDIATUE

3.1.1.12 No Country for Old Men (2007)

wanalag - yaud A laud (Tommy Lee Jones) A38F UNFLAN (Javier Bardem)
a951 TusaL (Josh Brolin)

918/ 161 - 74,283,625

#1998 - 2199ne9an1Sa N INEuRTIAEN GrnduaemEay Tnuaas

@NV]U‘D’]EI?.I@C‘]@EIJJ UnNIneuRiAaLLaseamdan
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3.1.1.13 Burn After Reading (2008)

wanslae (3854 Agllel (George Clooney) Wiwuita uilnaasuuA (Frances
McDormand) wusa WA (Brad Pitt) a8 Ualada (John
Malkovich) ¥iaan @3uRY (Tilda Swinton)

9erlet : 60,355,347

SR NI WL WA AALE AN TN AN LUATAANWTAN TN UATINAIATN

nngnianved (Golden Globes)
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Vulddaanla
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3.1.2.2 Yoy atsvinvniife-—HasetnutNsskivdenNaanan 11 Aasialilil

- wildaiigaiunnpuRsuInanie laund
* The Comic Mind : Comedy and The*Movies (1979) laeGerald Mast
* Americdn Dark Comedy : Beyond Satire (1996) Iaes Wes D. Gehring

“pdigtican Cinefha: american Cultuidi(2005) LaeuehhBelth

- wilaneaiulse R undunimniasunieszinneunseedlaes way
=]
2571 Taeu
* The Coen Brothers: The Story of Two American Filmmakers (2000) tae
Josh Levine

* Joel and Ethan Coen (2001) 1atl Peter Korte WAz Georg Seesslen
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* The Coen Brothers Interviews (2006) Taes William Rodney Allen
* The Brothers Grim : The Films of Ethan and Joel Coen (2007) 1pe Erica
Rowell
* The Philosophy of the Coen Brothers (2009) a8l Mark T. Conard
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3.3.1 un 4
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