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Politic J tica Efficacy are basic
ad to different Kkinds

of political beha ) bosition to, alienation

1.7 10 -. 1%1 trust and political

efficacy of el1;.es in a sampled formerly communist-controled

village ﬂ %E} @u?f:l Howﬁ Wrﬂqeﬁzin Thailand at two

selected yermds The frgst period, 1976 to 1981 was when the
R D D A G v
expanded as a result of considerable student and intellectual in
flux. The second period, 1982 to 1983, was when the CPT faced
extreme internally and externally generated crises resulting in
mass defections: (many defectors turning themselves in to the
Thai authorities) and the end of CPT influence on the wvillage

under study. It was simultaneously a period of signigicant



]

injections of governmental "development projects" into the
village.
2. to analyze the factors making for changes in the

levels of political trust and political efficacy of village

elites.

The resear§mp4& part1c1pant observation.
The researcher a he role « somplete part1c1pant as a
volunteer teac \#ET f{%-%_'saﬁ'{*~sildren s Development-
Centre.

st was low from at least
roops went and carried out

-ssion operations in the

i,..— 'he CPT asg functioned/ to raise the level
X ]
of Eﬂhe v : Eﬂﬂgovernment officials

and go extend this to the area of the government and

ﬂ%mwmw gInN3

V111a0e elltes‘ political trust in vagisus parts of

q W'] ae\m Bl bibickhele doliele isPronions:

Political trust towards pol1t1cal authorities,

especially those officials responsible of the

village, rose in 1982-1983 as compared with the
level in 1876-1981. This was importantly
because of the "close to the people" strategy
carried out by the responsible ministry of

interior officials, bringing to the wvillage



(1]]
various beneficial development projedts at Aﬁhe
opportune moment when communist activities
wanted rapidly. However, the level of political
trust in the government did not rise as much.

Most village elites were still uncertain as to

ernment attention; whether it
.that the villagers would
or because of was
their livelihood

he political regime

ompared with the level
31, most village elites
towards the regime,
to ' #ts supposedly
ower base. The CPT played a

o —sigs “;r-:"——mlﬁw ing them to believe

Vi

mt

t @1(1 suppression was due

}o such a power ase.

A 152 RS Tr'lu‘si W G communies s

in 1982-1983 as vi age e11te realized the

AT ANl wﬂ'm&_; TR 2

political community. .

s

3. Village elites' political efficacy rose in 1982-1983

as compared with the level in 1976=1981. ' This was
because of differing experiences in the two periods.
In 1976-1981, villages experienced contract  with

governmental authorities extrumely infrequently, had



0
virtually no ‘political knowledge or experience in
grievance articulation, but were exposed to
communist proppoganda. All these made for low
politiéal efficacy in relation to the Thai (Bangkok)
political system. However, during 1982-1983, Thai
allowed village elites

y Il and were almost invariably

such demands. The

governmental &

ﬁ"‘ﬁe confident of  their

.\a\ ,

-olitical authorities.

In additi He (st found that some "development

: t
had the byfprodict i ising the level of villagers'

TEL W\

expectation towards thedpe 'stem. The implications of

these changes should E;::::s:—‘

Sy 1
of further study.
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