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The principle "IGNORANTIA JURIS NEMINEM EXCUSAT" arose out of
a misinterpretation of Roman Law by medieval canonists. It became more
important under'.19th century Positivism, which defined law as a command
of a Sovereign backed by sanctions, because the principle gave the
sovereign state absolute authority to promulgate laws, and because it
supported the supremacy of t 4 er the individual. Moreover, this
principle in effect embod ‘gx w enforcement that ensures

knowledge of and compl %h or these reasons, both civil
ly didﬁnoh‘agghpt ignorance of law as a

and common law systems :
defence, especially t;ﬁc e
As society beA co l_x af't the industrial revolution,
9 ::?:§§1 on grounds of public

"technical laws",
interest, became ne w&gyeqs passed, and it became
the public. Germany was
one of the countries"to > "?Ji & "In the General Provisions
of German Revised Cri ::;5 iJ f oblem of ignorance of law
is dealt with in sectio __;j in i1% Theory". Today, the
. 7 and common legal systems.

Thai crimi?fl law received Ehis‘g_iglip e during the drafting
of the Penal Code |R 5———44-——#m-—n~—;;; ——————— i;£ﬁ27 was the result of
a desire to develop the legal a jue stems so as to mitigate
difficulties arisin;jiut of extraterritorial ftghts. It became necessary
to compel sub%@its to ‘kfiow the law a§b¥ecentﬁx¥codified. This principle

BDJ Eﬁ 3} %&}%@wﬁ ‘ﬂiﬁc difficulties arose

in deciding caSés concerning cg}minal llability where the action was

(ot B DR AR biviaeh 10131 ot

criminal responsibility, under section 64 of the present criminal Code.
As the Thai Criminal Code follows the continental model, continental
solutions especially that of German's "Guilt Theory", might suitably

is found in s

be adapted to improve section 64.
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