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CONVENTION ON CERTAIN QUESTIONS
RELATING TO THE CONFLICT OF
NATIONALITY LAWS

. (The Hague, 1930)!

[ 1 he High Cantiacting P‘nr.*t'rs,[

Comsiclering that it is ol imporanee 1o settle by international agreement qpuestions relating 1o

the comtlict of nationality laws:

all it members shounle reeognise that every
PO RO ||||\ nuh .

selivevted in this dlowanin is the alwoliio ¥

varions conntgies, ilis nel revssil
mentioneed proelalepns:_

Weinate eoms doeeel thint it s i the geacral inge y I wternational community tosccure tha
‘ ‘o a nationality and should have

Recognising nrrnrtllhglp that the itheg T W , rts of humanity should be

Pz Lok ol <@ s arid of double nationality;
el sodtal comalil sns which at present exist in the
el el utiom of all the above-

ﬁ¢?%

Weing el vpsinsion than, wmder the

Neing desivons, neveriheless, a nt, of settling in a first

artempt al progressive coudificntion ifisc i g, 1"' o \‘:\” \ i .,‘ al nationality laws on
which it is possible at the presg [y v i ._ i \

Plenipeientiznies .. . WWha, . . [adl ol i it

tecegnised b other Stes o so

Hiave devidded 1o eoncluede a C 1 m appointeel as their =

Lis for eae b Stane tor determine fhi) nativmals, This law shall he

international conventinns,

e national costom, s the principles o et tnet i M viseel with regard o nationaliy,

determined in aceordanee wil

may be rewaeeed as its nationa

Aov qpuestiom as o whethe Tigular Siate shall be
b ik

IR ;

il
£\w:rt T e having (388 or more nationalities
'.'!

e h of the States nhmr mationality he possesses,

ﬁmwwwr%&?ﬂﬂm5Wﬂﬂﬂimmm

Subiject 1o the provisions of 1h

mitiomality suely person b rsses

sl o, Wik ln
comventicns in i

1- i lhml '-l-m- shall, ..r llu- IHI.HHI'I‘ﬂHIﬂ u.lm"h any mrh [H‘I‘S"I'I [rssesses,

recounise exelusively in its territory either the nationality of the country in which he is
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habitually and principally resideni, or e nationality ol 1he vonntry with which in he
circumstances he appears to be in Bt s clisely conneciel, ]

; Avteele

Without prejudice to the lilye Uy el s Seate to aceored wider il 1 renennee itonationaling a
prrson possessing twe wationalities aequired withow any volinidany oo o hie Pt may
renounce one of them with the autherisation ol the State whiose i :1I:-I|i|'ll. he desites 1o
surrenceler, "

This antharisation may notr be relised in the case of 5 Pevsem who has his habital i)
principal residence abioad, if e conelitions Taiel dosvn in the L ol the State whose naj mality
he desires to surrender are salislied,

Chapter II. Expatriation Permits

In so far s the law of a St previe
shall wot entail the loss of the pari
is issucel possesses another mifie

An expatriation perimit shal
perioed fixee by the Stare whic
ol an inelividual whe, a1 1he o s
nationality other than (ha

The Stane whose s nal
issnerd, shall notily suely s

meexpatriation peomit, el o prermii
e i, unless e v o w by i
T aeruires antlies witionaliry,

WIre i new nationalin v within the
o shall e apply in the case
i permi, already possesss p
itais issineel te b,

i xpatriation peemit has bieen

N the perini,

=
—_—
=
=

ITthe national law of i wi

o s inge with lorvigner,
this consequence shall bye e

ality o the hoshand,

IT the mational law of the
nationality of her hushane oeey [
“her acquiving her hushand's new i

liny wpon 4 change in ihe
we shall e conditiomal on -

Naturalisation of the I i e risge <l g in e n.:uimm'lit} ol
the wile: except with Iy

g - N 3 3 - a -
I'he wile who, under the Bl of hier conmtry, lomt TS TETHIOTE [TON e — shall vt revon or
Vi ) i
it after the dissolution of the ma viage except on her ngs ?l applicarion and iv accondanee with ihe

law of that country. 11 sl clod oo 1 it <dye syl © aint o o i ith <he acquired by
reason of the marﬁ.- El q V'I ﬂ w Hqﬂ j

9  Chapter 1V, Naéirmnlil'y of Children

SOSUIMAANNAY

lren horn o persons ennjoving diplomatic immmmities iy the connny

Ritles ¢ ich|r
apply antemgatica ¥ ooy
where the birth occurs,

The law ol cach Stare shall permit ehildren of consuls drcans itee, e ol ollicials of finvign Stares
charged with official missions by their Genermments, 1 beeome divestel, b repundiavion or
otherwise, of the natiomality of the State in whicl, thes were bogn, i Ay case inow i b o Dinily
they acquirerd dual nationality, provided that they vetain e mationitline ol il parents,
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Article 13

Naturalisation of the parents shall confer on such of their children as, according to its law, are

“minors the nationdility of the State by which the naturalisation is granted. In such case the law

ol that Srate mn:‘.::pt-ril'}- the conditions governing the acquisition af it nationality by the minor

chililren as a result of the natoralisation of the parents. In eases where minor children do not

- acquire the,nationality of their parents as the result of the naturalisation of the latter, they shall
retain their existing nationality,

Article 14
A chilil whose parents are both unknown shall have the nationality of the country of birth. If
the child’s paremtage is established, its nationality shall be determined by the rules applicable in
cases where the pacentage is knewn,
A Tevwelling is, unnil the conteary is p

roved, presumed 1o have been born on the 1erritory of
o the Stane in o which it was T, ; ;

Where the nationality of ; wmatically by reason of birth on s
territory, a chilid born on Stilesofparents having no nationality, or of
unknown nationality, mayoly = natidfialitgetuiesiel Siate. 1'he law of that State shall
dhetermine the conditions g Sethie acquisition OF fsmationnlity in such cases.

ITthe Iaw of the State, wigf® i An g (8child possesses, recognises that such
mationality may be losy , ; ] Q‘\\ el tus ol the ehild (legitimation,
recognition), such loss shal wial an the e \'.\ i, by the child of the nationality of
another State uneder the ' wing o e

civil statns,

.\i ipon nationality of changes in

N\

ITthe Iaw of 2 State recognighs thatie nain may be lost as the result of adoption, this

lows shall be conditional wpoufthg pegaisition, m adopted of the nationality of the

- person by whom he is adopted, (Rsestihe oy ie State of which the later is a national
relating to_the elleor of n-:lnptiml P ) )

The High fhlnlrnclﬁ I'a gree bo o — inc%\ and rules contained in the
preceding articles in thetrelations with each other, as frau thédate of the entry into force of the

prresent Convention, P

The inelosiongl the femtioned prineiplEsapd pilesdn Capvention shall in no way
e TR W e e
international Taw

It is wnddersiotel that, in so far as mg paint is not covered by any of the provisions of the

T G TETUET Ak LIAT L

Nothig in the preseit Convention shall alTect the provisions of any trealy, convention or
agreement in foree hetwern any of the High Contracting Parties relating to nationality or
matters connected therewith,

. Ariiele 20 :
Any Tigh Contracting Party may, when signing or ratifying the present Convention or

aceeding thereto, appemnd an expres- reservation excluding any one or more of the provisions of
Avticles 1o 17 and 21,



135

The provisions thus excluded cannet be appliod against the Camtranting Party who has mude
the reservation nor relicd on by that Party agains any other Contracting Pary,

Articte 24

IT there shoule arise between the High Contracting Parties a dlispunte ol aoy kind relatine 1o
the interpretation or application of the present Convention aned i such dispinre canmn be'
satisfactorily settled by diplomacy, it shall be setiled in aceonlanee with any applivabile
agreements in force between the parties prowiding Lor the setdement ol forermational tlispines,

In case theve is no such agreement in free between 1he parties, the dispuote sliall be referred 1
arbitration or judicial settlement, in aceordanee with the constitutional procedore ol each of the -
partics to the dispute. In the absenee ofagreement on the choice of another trilinal, the dispuie
shall be refierved to the Permament Copll bowe al Justice, iUall the parties o the dispute
20, velating vo the Stanuee of that Clourr, el
Protoeal of the 16th December, 10990, (he
gitated in aveordanee vl the Hapgue
ttlement of Toteroationnl Ceonflicre,

iFany of the partics to the dis
dispute shall he referred |
Convention of the 18th O

The present Conventin it ap ks December, 10, Gor signatine on
bﬂhﬂ'rﬂrnn!. Mem 1 3 =W lember Seate tonived o the Firse
Codification Conleren: - wilb i hes T faging of Nations has commmmicated a
copy of the Canveng ' | - '

The presemt Cony
Secretariat of e Leagi

The Secrctary-Gien
the League of Nations and

date ol its deposit,

varh ratification e the Members ol
Mioned in Articls 22, imlieating 1he

As rom [anuary Ist, 1931, any : f gue of Metions and any non-Member Siane
“mentioned in Article 22 o | s it Dyew o sigmedd belive that date,
may accede theretn, __vy
Aceession shall [ ol L s s : et ST Secretariat of the Teaguoe of
Mations, The § : 1 o netier ol ey aceession o

the Membiers of the i 7 -mlm Stakes menmtioned g Agricle 22,
r dleposit of the instrument.

indicating the date
4
‘a . '
.ﬂ ]'.lrl:lcl':i- nwv%uﬂﬂ ﬁ w+ﬁLQ|ﬂhl§.ﬂlgm; nl Nuliuu: LT RT]]
as ratificationg s o beha Pl 1en wliers 6Ffhe Ledgtie of Nations or non-Member
States have been deposited.

ﬁmﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ o ) kit

Article 26
The present Convention shall enter into force an the 90t day after the ilate of the proees-
verbal mentioned in Article 25 as regards all Membess of the Lengue of Nations or mon-Member
States on whose behall ratifications or accessions have heen depasited v the dhate ol the proces
verhal. ) H
As regards any Member of the Leagoe or non-Menber State an whose heball' s stifiention or
“accession is subsequently deposited, the Convention <hall enter into Foree an the 90, elay alier
the date of the deposit of a ratification or accession on its hehall,
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Article 27

As from January Ist, 1936, any Member of the League of Nations or any non-Member State
in regard to which the present Cimvention is then in foree, may address to the Secretary-
Gieneral of the League of Nations a request for the revision of any or all of the provisions of this
Caomvention, 1T such a request, alter being communicated to the other Members of the LEIEU{!
and non-Member States in regard to which the Convention is then in firce, is supported within
e year by at least nine of them, the Council of the League of Nations shall decide, afier
comsultation with the Members of the League of Nations and the non-Member States
mentioned in Article 22, whether a conference should be specially convoked for that purpose or
whether such revision should be considercd at the next conference for the codification of

international law,
The High Conteacting Parties agree that, il the present Convention is revised, the reviscd

Canvention may provide that upon its giltry into force some or all of the provisions of the present

Convention shall be abrogaice in sy / of the Partics to the present Convention.
The present Conveinkiag iy 1y denm _

Denunciation shal tifican ing addressed 1o the Secretary-General

of the League of Nations and the non-

_ e -Eipt by the Secretary-General of the
e ~\ or non-MMember State on whose

ol signature, ratification or accession,
“tlgcs not assume any obligations in respect
rilgrics or territories under suzerainty or
alion of the said territories; and the present
e parts of their population named in such

I. Any Iigh €
declare that, ina cptige o
ol all or any of bis e
mancdate, or in res
Comnvention shall not
teclaration, d

2. Any High Contraciiig s av gl stice to the Secretary-General of the League of
Nations at any time subEtoué; ' hat'the Convention shall apply 1o all or any of
his territorics or to the par ation which haye been made the subjeet of a
leclaration vnder the presesdy Convention shall apply 1o all the territorics
or the parts of e  maonths after its receipt by the
Secreiary-Cien

3. Any Highis

3 " that he desires that the present
Clonvention shall'cg

s View, protectorates, overseas lerritorics or
territorics inder s rainty o MtEor N respect n@ﬂnin parts ol the papulation af the
said territories, andl the Convention shall cease to apply 1o the territorics or to the parts of their
papulation named ingueh declaration oneggar afier its receipt by the Sceretary-General of the

Il?ﬁlﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂ“ “%“E,é m%m,&’%ﬁ.@mmm for in Article 20 in

respeet o 1y ol his colonics, prolectorates, overseas territorics or territories under
snzerainty or mandate, or in respegt of eertain pagpts of the population ef these territories, at the

e ibsigi e, sradific ptd : i 7 venii walgilic time of making a
i ir:]ua% L %‘ngihpllaa icle. ﬂqﬁ
Tie Secrttary-Gen, . al ofihe League of Nations shall communicate to all the Members of

" fLeag . of Nations and the non-Member States mentioned in Article 22 all declarations and
nolices received in virtue of this article,

|
Auticle 30 ] |
The present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of the League of
Nations as soon as it has entered into forere,
Article 31
The French and Fnglish texts of the present Convention shall both be authoritative.
i
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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE
REDUCTION OF STATELESSNESS*

The Contracting States,
Acting in pursuance of resolution
Nations on 4 December 1954,
Considering it desirable to

adopted by the General Assembly of the United

international agreement, Have agreed as

sson born in its territory who would

{a) at birth, by opes
(6) upon an applicatog
person concerned, jad

authority, by or on behalf of the
[law. Subject to the provisions ol

oir-the grn dtionality in accordance with sub-
paragraph (b) of thif iy akko phovid -"é‘“ & grantof its nationality by operation of
law at such age and subl cépaftions as ma be prescribed by the national law.

2. A Contracting . e grant © ts\nationality in accordance with sub-
paragraph (b) of paragrs this Ariicle ( i ang or more of the following conditions:
(a) that the application d by the Contracting State, beginning not
later than at the age of eig g not carlier than at the age of twenty-one
years, so, however, that the perdda { be allowed at least one year during which he
may himsell make the applicaugfi- ag to obtain legal authorization to do so;

(4) that the person concerneds dia the territory of the Contracting State for
such period as maW befixed ' & years immediately preceding
{¢) that the perso V
nor has beer: sentencetl 10
(d) that the person cerned has alw been stateless.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 1 (b) and 2 of this Article, a child born in

wedlock in the territorf ofa, Contracting Stagg,avhose mother has the nationality of that State,

shall acqui i ‘ ess.
4, A Conu t 1 t iopali o would otherwise be stateless
e naug

and who is uhible to acquire nality of the Contracting State in whose teritory he was

born because he has passed the age r lodging his application or has ﬁulﬁlld the required

i iomali i i n's birth was
ﬁ am ilt q% ? possess the same
ipnality at the time of his birth, ueston wheth nali person concerned

na

shcm: follow that of the father or that of the mother shall be determined by the national law of
such Contracting State. If application for such nationality is required, the applicauon shall be
made to the appropriate authority by or on behalf of the applicant in the manner prescribed by
the national law. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this Article, such application shall
not be refused.

3 affence against national security
sars or morc on a criminal charge;

* U.N. doc. A/Cont. 9/15. = ~.




5. The Contracting State may make the grant of its nadonality in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 4 of this Article subject 0 one »r more of the following conditions:
(a) that the application is lodged before the applicant reaches an age, being not less than
twenty-three years, fixed by the Contracting State;

(4) that the person concerned has habitually resided in the termitory of the Contracting State for
such period immediately preceding the lodging of the application, not exceeding three years, as
may be fixed by that State;

(¢) that the person concerned has always been stateless.

- Article 2
A foundling found in the territory of 2 Contracting State shall, in the absence of proof to the
contrary, be considered to have been born within that territory of parenis possessing the
nationality of that State.

-atting States under this Convention,
place in the territory of the State
the aircraft is registered, as the

case may be.
1. A Contracting Sta ant t to & persan, not born in the territory of a
Contracting State, who - 9 i \5\%‘\ tv of one of his parents at

the time of the person's birth
nationality at the time of hisfirt

e did not possess the same
her (he. itipnality of the person concerned

should follow that of the fathegF 5 é ol \ b&dewermined by the national law of
such Contracting State. Nagéfali { T he provisions of this paragraph
shall be granted: : Y

(a) at birth, by operation of
(#) upon an application be
person concerned, in the man
paragraph 2 of this Article, )

2. A Contracting State may miaks 3% i natlgnality in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph | of thi 0 of the following conditions:
fa) that the aoplication is lodged b reaches an age, being not less than
twenty-three years, fixed by the Conisni -

{4} that the person con C

- juthority, by or on behalf of the
%. Subject to the provisions of

3 imaatprd MR
2\

g e Contracting State for

such period immediatel {[jfeceding thedod = @l exceeding three-years, as
may be fixed by that Staué X J

(¢} that the person mc:ﬁ ELRT = against national security;
{d) that the person conc has always been stateless. rm )

Article QS  ~

¢ a
* LI the law ﬂ“ &l £ ‘ nsequence of any
change in the 3 ; efminaton of marriage,
be conditona

legitimation, recofffition or adoption, such loss shall

| upon possession or
acquisition of another nationality. ¢ '

2. 1If, ‘ ; ‘ tionality of
that Stafelin £dnsequ | i i .qﬂ: : unity o
recover thilt nationality by written app ication to the appropriate authori d 'the conditions

governing such application shall not be more rigorous than those laid down in paragraph 2 of
Article | of this Convention.

: , Article §
If the law of a Contracting State provides for loss of its nationality by a person's spouse or
children as a consequence of that person losing or being deprived of that nadonality, such loss
shall be conditional upon their possession or acquisition of another nationality.

139
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Article 7

1. (&) Ilthe law of a Contracting State permits renunciation of nationality, such renunciation

shall not result in loss of nationality unless the person concerned possesses or acquires another
nationality.
(8) The provisions of sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph shall not apply where their
application would be inconsistent with the principles siated in Articles 13 and 14 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights approved on 10 December 1948 by the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

2. A national of 2 Contracting State who seeks naturalization in a foreign country shall not
lose his nationality unless he acquired or has been accorded assurance of acquiring the
nationality of that foreign country.

3. Subject to the provisions ol
State shall not lose his nationa
residence abroad, failuce -

4. A nawralized pesonir
not less than seven cons
he [ails w declares

aphs 4 and 5 of this Article, a national of a Contracting
to become stateless, on the ground of departure,
similar ground., + -
ality on account of residence abroad for a period,
ythe law of the Contracting State concerned if
i'intention to retain his nationality.

5. In the ] ) &y born outside its territory, the law of that
State may make the pet®ruli ol it (Palter the expiry of one vear from his attaining his
majority condigéfal b " ce @ \;‘{\1‘ heuerritory of the State or registration with

n

the appropriate 3 \
y \, \.. 8 Article, a person shall not lose the

6. Except j s me v
nationality of a s i 185 W oK, render him stateless, notwithstanding that
v prowision of this Convention.

such loss is no

1. A Con
render him statele
2. Notwithstan@ing
the nationality of a &%

of its nationality il such deprivation would
ol this Article, a person may be deprived of

phs 4 and 5 of Article 7, it is permissible that a
person should lose his na
(6) where the nationakie; & ‘b y_misrepresentation or fraud. -

3. Nowwiths ; uis Article, a Contracting State may
retain the fe mibat the time of signature, ratification or
accession i) “-' ore of the following grounds, being
grounds existng | -
{a) that, inconsistently with his"duty ol lovalty o tt%mtracting State, the person

{i) has, in distegard ol an express prohibition by the Contracting State rendered or continued
to render Icn'it‘}‘ wgpor received or cafsinued 10 receive emoluments from, another Suate, or

(ii itnfel : 1§ £rej o the vital interests of the State;
(5) thad t rm‘amc ﬂ%ﬂﬂ&ﬁ ration, of allegiance to another

State, fgr given definite evidence of determination to repudiate his allegiance to the

Contracung State. "1 -
i lln " .4 itted by paragraphs 2 or
q %mq@uﬁqmy ﬂ; *—: :}ﬂh.’ﬂi;%a f?;-: person concerned the
q nght to a fair hearing by a count or other independent body.

Article 9
A Contracting State may not deprive any person or group of persons of their nationality on
racial, ethnic, religious or political grounds. :
Article 10
l. Every treaty between Contracting States providing for the transfer of territory shall

include provisions designed to secure that no person shall become stateless as a result of the
transfer. A Contracting State shall use its best endeavours to secure that any such treaty made

%"




by it with a State which is not a party to this Convention includes such provisions.

2. In the absence of such provisions a Contracting State to which territory is transferred or
which otherwise acquires territory shall confer its nationality on such persons as would
otherwise become stateless as a result of the transfer or acquisition.

Article 11
The Contracting States shall promote the establishment within the framework of the United
Nations, as soon as may be after the deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, of
a body to which a person claiming the benefit of this Convention may apply for the examination
of his clzim and for assistance in presenting it to the appropriate authority.

n accordance with the provisions of
rrant its nationality at birth by

1. In relation to a Contracting Sta
paragraph | of Article | or of Argicls

operation of iaw, the provisions olg 1 of Abeifles®r of Article 4, as the case may be,
shall apply to persons born belgs as tagdperss fier the entry into force of this
Convention. H

2. The provisions of pa L ofEotlcle | of this Conyer hall apply te persons born
before as well as wo persons a(ef ug guiry inio, force —

3. The provisions of Artcle 2. : ! tign shall appl bon!y to foundlings found in the
territory of a Contracting Ffiéf icirfery thio foree ofthesCapvention for that Stare.

reduction of statelessness whig Y g containee n the 0 \-; Contracting State now or
hereafter in lorce, or may & ed in-an e ACH ' of, treaty or agreement now

or hereafier in force between ‘* ,
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- . | Y
This Convention sha:ll.ﬂut h tfed i \ \‘ isions more conducive fo the
L

. Fy et

_Anv dispute between Contracting 2
Convention’ which cannot be settles
Court of Justice at the fefue

“{_ —

This Convention shall apply non-self ¢ truifl| colonial and other non-
metropolitan territories [oF the international relations of whichdany Contracting State is
responsible; the Contracting $ta concerned shall, §uhjtﬂt to the provisions of paragraph 2 of

this Article, at t Wﬂ eclare the non-metropolitan

territory or terri ult of such signature,
2. In any case in"which, for the pu of nationality, a non-metropolitan territory is not
ey
e

_ ratification or
treated iththeme .ﬁrﬁm or in any cab®in which the predigus consent of 2
non-m% t ; practigesLfit nuracting
Statcoro nen- i Vi miﬂ ,ﬁm et #‘,"‘ Ig‘::m-imfy.

that Contracting State shall endeavour to secure the needed consent of the non-metropolitan
territory within the period of twelve months from the date of signature of the Convention by
that Contracting State, and when such consent has been obtained the Contracting State shall
notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations. This Convention shall apply o the territory
or territorics named in such notification from the date of its receipt by the Secretary-General.

3. After the expiry of the twelve-month iod mentioned in paragraph 2 of this article,
the Contracting States concerned shall inform the Secretary-General of the results of the
consultations with those non-metropolitan territories for whose international relations they are
responsible and whase consent to the application of this Convention may have been withheld.

fie interpretation or application of this
RSP

X

submitted to the International ~
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1. This Convention shall be open for signature at the Headquarters of the United Nations
from 30 August 196] to 31 May 1962.

2. This Convention shall be open for signature on behalf of:
{a) any State Member of the United Nations;
(b) any other State invited to attend the United Nations Conlerence on the Elimination or
Reduction of Future Statelessness;
{¢) any State to which an invitation to sign or to accede may be addresed by the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

3, This Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. i

4. This Convention shall be open for accession by the States referred to in paragraph 2 of this
Article. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

' JArticle 17
i /:ccsﬁun any Staic may make a reservation in
Con e

l. At the time of sign
respect of Article 11,

2, No other reservas be admissible.
——

1. This Conventig sears alter the date of the deposit of the sixth
instrument of 5 i '

[ W T
2. For each 51 d m*cnr.inrn after the deposit of the sixth
n 3 -

instrument of & ‘ L uite force on the ninetieth dav afier the
deposit by such Stafe offiigigStiusncha’ol ratifica tian, or accession or on the date on which this
convention ent Tgfe he provisions of paragraph | of this Article,
whichever is la . -

onvéntion at any time by a written
United Nations. Such denunciation shall
ernedipne year after the date of its receipt by the

1. Any Contracyific
notification addressed
take elfect for the
Secretarv-General.

2. In cases where, in the provisions of Article 15, this Convention has

become applicable o a ngasm a Srtilory of a Contracting State, that State may at any
time thereaftes, wi 5T L€ i, give notice to the Seeretary-General
of the Unitegd s Convention Sepdraicly in respect of that territory. The

&'l the receipt of such notice by the
omg < tates of such notice and the date or

: [ the Ut ations_shall notify all members of the United
- ﬁﬁ ﬂ&ﬂ%t’ the following particulars:
(2) si fications'and’a i riiclel1G;

(&) tions under Article 17;
(¢) the date upon which this Gonvention entefuinto force in purdufince of Artcle 18;

denunciatiof
Secretary-Ge
receipt thereo

MNau

O3 &ﬁﬁiﬁtﬂ’rﬁﬁl’lm&lﬂﬂ B acviic ot ihe s

Sinstrument of ratification or accession at the latest, bring to the atention of the General
Assembly the question of the establishment, in accordance with Article 11, of such a body as
therein mentioned.

Article 21 :
This Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the
date of is entry into force. -+ ; :

In Witness Whereof the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed this Convention,
Done at New York, this thirtdeth day of August, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-one, in
a single copy, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally

" ~authentic and which shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations, and certified

copies.of which shall be delivered by the Secretary-General of the United Nadons to all
Members of the United Nations and to the non-member States referred to in Artcle 16 of this
Convention.
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CONVENTION RELATING TO THE STATUS
OF STATELESS PERSONS*

(New York, 1954)

| Chapter I. General Provisions
Article |

Definition of the trm “Stateiess Person™
1. For the purpose of this
considered as a nationa
2. This Conventio

(i) To persons who ase aty Cai it Lsgin organs or agencies of the United Nations other

‘ than the United Na . : Rcl.'ug:.u protection or assistance so long as
they are receivil
(ii) To persos
have taken resideges®s
the nationali }
(iii) To person
{a) Theyk
defined in the i
-~ (8) Theyh
prior to 1 3
(¢) They hay
MNations.

ipn, the term “stateless person™ means a person who is not
the operation of its law. '

authorities of the country in which they
ions which are attached to the possession of

u: reasons for considering that:

crime, or a crime against humanity, as
o make provisions in respect of such crimes;
rime outside the country of their s sidence

10 the purposes and principles of the Uniwed

General Obligations §

Every stateless pr.'rso
pamtular that he confa
maintenance of p

f!

ountry in which he finds himsell, which require in
regulations as well as to measures taken for the

: ra
ﬂan-dl.mmu
The Conts ' tmg tates sha i€ provisiofis s of this Convention to stateless persons
without di mucn as o race, rcllgmn or mumry of origin.

M.ﬂ'lJEJ’JVIEWﬁWﬂ’lﬂ‘i

uractmg States shall accord to stateless persons w:r.hm their territories treataent at
least as favourable as that acforded to their #@tionals with respfe’to freedom 10 practise their

q WA BRI T~

Rights granted apart from this Convention
Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to impair any rights and benefits granted by a
Contracting State to stateless persons apart from this Convention.

*U.N.T.5. vol. 360 p. 117 o~
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Article 6

The Term “in the same circumstances™

For the purpose of this Convention, the term “in the same circumstances™ implies that any
requirements (including requirements as to length and conditions -l sojourn or residence) which
the particular individual would have to fulfil for the enjoyment of the right in question, il he
were not a stateless person, must be fulfilled by him, with the excepiion of requirements whicls
by their nature a stateless person is incapable of fulfilling.

Article 7
Exception from Reciprocity
l. Except where this Convention &g  fnare favourable provisions, a Contracting State
shall accord to stateless persons b ey is accorded to aliens generally,
2. After a period of three ears' resides / ghftelgss persons shall enjoy exemption from
legislative reciprocity in the' erel i g States.

3. Each Conrtracting Stafe'sha eantin to 2e88EL 10 staueless persons the rights and benefits
to which they were alread) enyiegsin the absen sukisciprocity, at the date of entrv into force

of this Convention fo 70 | NN —
4. The Conrtracting § afl & favourdbly theg sibility of according to stateless
persons, in the absenc®®l reg £ hisland benefi Sbévond those 1o which they are entitled

dgn from reciprocity to stateless
garag-aphs 2 and 3,
)il Fghts and benefits referred to in
6, ri and benefits for which this

A\

according to paragraph
persons who do not il
The provisions of pa
articles 13, 18, 19, 2
Convention does not pro

Exemplion from é.'zrzpﬂ'am A

With regard to exceptio ‘
interests of nationals or former
apply such measures 1o a statcless
nationality of the forcign i

e W@ken agains: the person, property or
State, the Contracting States shall not
ni of his having previously possessed the
e+ which. under their legislation,

are prevented from T g i =sedE i £rticle shall, in appropriate
€ascs, grant exemp jobeIRtTOUr-GESUEl Y | 2

Provisional Measures

Nothing in thi Gunw:nﬁnﬁhall revent a Cg i in, time of war or other grave
and exceptio mﬂﬂ -m rovisighal. *ﬁch it considers to be
essential to thd natignalfsefurify i i partic ng a determination by

the Contracting§§tate that that person is in fact a stateless person and that continuance of

AR IRIN S0 AT TR

Continuify of Residence

1. Where a stateless person has been forcibly displaced during the Second Warld War and
removed to the territory of a Contracting State, and is resident there, the period of such
enforced sojourn shall be considered to have been lawful residence within that territory. ,

2. Where a stateless person has been forcibly displaced during the Second World War from
the territory of a Contracting State and has, prior to the date of entry into force of this
Caonvention, returned there for the purpose of taking up residence, the period of residence before
and afier such enforced displacement shall be regarded as one uninterrupted period for any
purposes for which uninterrupted residence is required,
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Article 11

Stateless Seamen

In the case of stateless persons regularly serving as erew members on board a ship flying the
flag of a Contracting State, that State shall give sympathetic consideration to their
establishment on its territory and the issue of travel documents to them or their temporary
admission to its territory particularly with a view to facilitating their establishment in another

country. :
Chapter IL Juridical Status
Article 12
Personal Status
1. The personal stat

domicile or, if he has.
2. Rights previo

shall be governed by the law of the country of his

v of the country of his residence,

couired pLsie® Dcrson and dependent on personal status, more

particularly righ(®attachiig rriaepshill Be respected by a Contracting State, subject to

compliance, if (REBEREESSary, With thedor alities required by the law of that State, provided
MeatCohc whiching E\ n recognised by the law of that State had -

that the right.i : i
he not become -t/ TA% \\

MMIE arnd Tremoudh 1

The Contra {afelcss person treatment as favourable as possible
and, in any . _ ible th orded to aliens generally in the same
circumstances, agifeg € agqrusiion of\inoy able and immovable property and other rights |
pertaining thegfto, ‘afl other eaptrakts relating to movable and immovable
property. ! :

cle [/
Artistic Rights and ;

In respect of the prot property, such as inventions, designs or models, trade
marks, trade names, and o istic and scientific works, a stateless person shall
be accordedy iffial residence the same protection as is
accorded (g *’f'-:-‘“ﬁ other Contracting State, he shall be
accorded e & Mofy o nationals of the country in which

he has his ha il
Article 15

Right i & g
A&%ﬁa%rﬂu profit l&} %atiom and trade unions the
Contratti shall stat lawlully staying in their territory treatment

as favBirable as possible, and_in any cvent, Ri less favourable dljm that accorded to aliens

AT 30 NN

Access to Courts

1. A stateless person shall have free access to the Courts of Law on the territory of all
Contracting States.

2. A saateless person shall enjoy in the Cantracting State in which he has his habitual
residence the same treatment as a national in marters pertaining to access to the Courts,
including legal assistance and exemption from cautio judicatum solvi. )

3. A stateless person shall be accorded in the matters referred to in paragraph 2 in countries
other than that in which he has his habitual residence the treatment granted to a national of The
country of his habitual residence. =




Chapter III. Gainful Employment
Article 17

Wage-earning Employment

l. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lawlully staying in their territory
treatment as favourable as possible and, in any event, not less favourable than that accorded 10
alicns generally in the same circumstances, as regards the right 1o engage in wage-carning
employment.

2. The Contracting States shall give sympathetic consideration to assimilatinz the rights of all
stateless persons with regard to wage-carning employment to those 3 nationals, and in
particular of those stateless persons who have entered their territory pursuant to programmes of
labour recruitment or under immigration schel

Artd

Y,

¥ in their territory treatment
| that accorded to aliens

Self-employment ‘ :
The Contracting States shall FreSLa e 8Rs persh
as lavourable as possible and, 1| less Javo

‘generally in the same circumsta tantly the \ t to. sngage on his ow.l account in
agriculture, industry, handigssfis ag grce ar "'1 blisheemmercial and industrial
companics. AN

Liberal Professions

Staying in their territory who

and who are desirous of

and, in any event, not less
mstances.

Each Contracting State shall géeond 1o
- hold diplomas recognised by (i€ cafnp
practising a liberal profession, tr
favourable than that accorded 1y

Rationing - 4
Where a rationing sysicinexistshictrapplies -_,“ ge and regulates the
general distribution of protic alirbe accorded the same

treatment as nationals.

Article 21

ffﬂ;ftigard: Imu:iﬂ :MLﬁnmzﬂ n{whﬂﬂﬂgm by laws or

regulations or is subjéét to the control of public authorities, shall accord to stateless persons
lawfully staying in their territors treatment af favourable as passible and, in any@eyent, not less

R TR CU A T N DT\ &

Article 22

Public education

1. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons the same treatment as is accorded
to nationals with respect to elementary education,

2. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons treatment as favourable as possible
and, in anv event, not less favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same
circumstances, with respect to education other than elementary education and, in particular, as

access to studies, the recognition of foreign school certificates, diplomas and degrees, the
remission of fees and charges and the award of scholarships.

147
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Article 23

Public Relief
The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lawfully staying in their territory the
same treatment with respect to public relief and assistance as is accorded to their nationals.

Article 24

Labour Legislation and Social Security

1. The Contracting States shall accord to stateless persons lawfully staying in their territory
the same treatment as is accorded to nationals in respect of the following matters:
(a} In so far as such mattan owerned by laws or regulations or are subject to the contrel of
admirSstratve authorities: ke * ahian, including family allowances where these form part of
remuneration, houss ol w | {4’ angements, holidays with pay, restrictions on home
work, minimum’age ¢ Aticeship and training, woman’s work and the work

of young persdh benefits of collective bargaining;

(&) Social scem “of employment, injury, occupational diseases,
maternity, s mployment, family responsibilities and any
other contingei laws or regulations, is covered by a social

sccurity sehien :

(i) There 4
rights in_gdiiTs

(i) Nationg regulationg | quntry of residence may prescribe special
arrangem mine isor partiens of benefits which are payable wholly out of public
lunds, and co glailowiingcs paic ons who do not fulfil the contribution conditions
prescribed foff thgls ¥ ofmal pepsiop.

2. The mght g aiiion fe ‘ stateless person resulting rom employment
injury or from 6 Hon. case sh Be affected by the fact that the residence of the
beneliciary isf8 C@ntracting State.

3. The Comt d %o stateless persons the bencfits of agreements
concluded between df be concluded between them in the future, concerning
the maintenance of ights in the process of acquisition in regard 10 social
security, subject ambiet pply to nationals of the States signatory 1o the

agreemeills i e v
4. TR i e el : i:‘ onsideration to extending to stateless
reements which may at any time be in force

Fcrms ol
m'rming States. "

“between , Ce
' ChaptergVs Administrative Measures

AUEANTTIWEAT

person would gogmally require the assistance of
151

c the Contracting State in
lwaﬁc rded to him by their own

2. The authority or authoritics mentioned in paragraph 1 shall deliver or causc to be
delivered under their supervision to stateless persons such devuments or certifications as would
normally be delivered to aliens by or through their national authorities.

3. Documents or certifications so delivered shall stand in the stead of the official instruments
delivered to aliens by or through their national authorities, and shall be given credence in the

sence of proof to the contrary,

4. Subject to such exceptional treatment as may be granted to indigent persons, fees may be
charged for the services mentioned herein, but such fees shall be moderate and commensurate
with' those charged (o nationals for similar services.

3. The provisions of this article shall be without prejudice to articles 27 and 28. -

g for the maintenance of acquired rights and

Vhen the exercise of gright by a stat
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b Artiele 26

~ Freedom of Movement

Each Contracting State shall accord to stateless persons Iawl'ul]y in its territory the right
to choose their place of residence and to move fma]r within its territory, subject to any
regulations applicable to aliens generally in the same circumstances.

Article 27

Mdentity Papers
The Contracting States shall issue identity papers to any stateless person in their territory who

does not possess a valid travel document.
wil

e RN
Travel Documents = .

The Contracting States shall ESUE o st Iﬂﬁ‘ully staying in their territory travel
documents for the purpose o , unless compelling reasons ol national
security or public order Other uus® Tefstire fand | e ey 151005 of the Schedule to this Convention
shall apply with resp ; s\ Th ing States may issue such a travel
document to any ofl ¥, they shall in particular give
sympathetic consideraj fment to stateless persons in their
territory who are unidB suntry of their lawful residence,

Fiscal Ck;rga

1. The Contracting Stat s persons duuu. charges or taxes, of

any description whatsoeygf, ofher or Jigher than ti ich are or may be levied on their
nationals in similar sitwation ek
2. Nothing in the above giray 12l thefapplication to stateless persons of the

laws and regulations concernin t of the issue to aliens of administrative

documents including identity

Transfer of Assets v—

| Y Comra:ungajﬁ : U Law
persons 1o transfer which they have hruugh: inw st
they have been Idm:ltcc*l'm tiu: purposes of rgsettlement.

2. A Cont c theli
persons for I s
m:tﬂtmcm they

ap&W’]ﬂﬂﬂ‘iflJ UIANYA Y

1. The Contracting States shall not expel a stateless person lawfully in their territory save on
grounds of national security or public order.

2. The explusion of such a stateless person shall be only in pursuance of a decision reached in
a?rdnn:: with due process of law. Except where compelling reasons of national security
otherwise require, the siateless person shall be allowed to submit evidence 1o clear himsell, and
to appeal to and be represented for the purpose before competent authority or a person or
persons specially designated by the competent authority.

3. The Contracting States shall allow such a stateless person a reasonable period within
which to seek legal admission into another country. The Contracting States reserve the right 1o
apply during that period such internal measures as they may deem necessary.

regulations, permit-stateless
ry, to ancther country where

application ol stateless
h are necessary for their




1

150
Article 32~

Naturalisation

The Contracting State shall as far as possible facilitate the assimilation and aztusalization of
stateless persons. They shall in particular make every effort to expedite naturalisation
proceedings and to reduce as far as possible the charges and costs of such proceedings.

Chapter VL Final Clauses

Article 33

Information on National Legislation ;
The Contracting States shall communicate to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
the laws and regulations whi may adopt to ensure the application of this Convention.

W
Settlement of Dispute

Any dispute betwesa pa ies 19 thies Afion relating to its interpretation or application,
which cannot Is neans, Shall Bevelerred to the International Court of Justice at

-la) Any State -
{6) Any other jons Conference on the Status of Stateless
accede may be addressed by the General
Assembly of the®Unifed Natigt

3. Iushall be radijied e-the
General of the United

4. It shall be open [
Accession shall be effécrs
General of |

ification shall be deposited with the Secretary-

tates referred to in paragraph 2 of this article.
myinstrument of accession with the Sccretary-

Teritorial Appficati m_‘
l. Any 8 -i may, at the ume of signature, ra tion or accession, declare that this
Convention shall extend to all or any of the territories for the international relations of which it

is res ible. Siichsnd ti ﬁmﬂ)tﬁ ?Wnﬁon enters into force for the
Sta e :
Eﬁw t er G t all ade by notification addressed to the

Sccrefity-General of the United Nations and shall take effect as from the ninetieth day after the
day of receipt by the SecretarfGeneral of thed@mited Nations of (il tification, or as from the
- L3 el e 0 rhe S 1 - ST

ww&ﬂmm DR ke B ichever is he lacer.

I o % i tended at the time of
signature, ratification or accession, each State concernel shall consider the possibility of taking
the necessary steps in order to extend the application of this Convention to such territories,
subject, where necessary for constitutional reasons, to the consent of the Governments of such
territories.

Article 37
Federal Clause
In the case of a Federal or non-unitary State, the following provisions shall apply:
(a) With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within the legislative jurisdictign
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of the federal legislative authority, the obligations of the Feceral Government shall to this extent
be the same as those of Parties which are not Federal States; '

() With respect to those articles of this Convention that come within the legislative jurisdiction
of constituent States, provinces or cantons which are not, under the constitutional system of the
Federation, bound to take lcglslatwl: action, the Faderal Government shall bring such articles
with a favourable recommendation to the notice of the appropriate authorities of States,
provinces or cantons at the earliest possible moment.

(¢) A Federal State Party to this Convention shall, at the request of any other Contracting State
transmitted through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, supply a statement of the law
and practice of the Federation and its constituent units in rcgard 10 any partu:u]a.r provision of
the Convention showing the extent to which effect has been given to that provision by legislative
or other action.

Reservations :
1. At the time of signamuge i , any State may make reservations 1o

articles of the Conve 16 (1) and 33 to 42 inclusive.
2. Any State making . * on injaccorddfieemwittuparagraph | of this article may at any

time withdraw the rescrae® 0 I at effect addressed 1o the Secretary-
General of the U i \\\\

Eniry into Force \\\\ 1
1 hyday following the day ol deposit of

I. This Conventig , f _' \
the sixth instrumefit of gAtifieagion ACOEssior \
2. For each Siate g8l : \ S0V tion after the deposit of the sixth

instrument of ratification @i 5 M ter into force on the minetieth day
following the date of dgpos rsuch ; ‘instrument of ratification or accession.

Denunciation - ‘

1. Any Contracting St:m: i1y z‘, NOUDH Convention at any time by a notification
addressed 1o the$ jccr i of the Un i

2. Such denupe ate concerned one year from the
date upon whicl ErEivEd sesifie United Navions.

3. Any State WHICh aninder article 36 may, at any time
therealier, by a nolibcang &Umwﬂ Nations, declare that the

Convention shall e to extend o such lm-:r.dr}r one year alter the date of receipt of the
notification by the S?tmy-ccn:ral
ﬂ‘LlEl’MB‘V]?‘WﬁIWﬂﬁ
5 A.'n?‘ &ﬂmuacnng State mnﬁrcquut of this Con at any time by a
2. 1 ‘ o ﬁmgqy teps, il any, to be
Article 42

Notifications by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Members of the United Nations
and non-Member States referred to in article 35:
(a) Of signatures, ratifications and accessions in accordance with article 35
() Of declarations and notifications in accordance with article 36;
(¢} Of reseivations and withdrawals in accordance with article 38;
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(d) OF the date on which this Convention will come into force in accordance with article 39;
(¢) Of denunciations and notifications in accordance with article 40;
(/) Of requests for revision in accordance with article 41.

In faith whereof the undersigned, duly authorised, have signed this Convention on Lehall of
their respective Governments,

Done at New York, this twenty-cighth day of September, one thousand nine hundred and
filty-four, in a single copy, of which the English, French and Spanish texts are equally antlicntic
and which shall remain deposited in the archives of the United Nations, and certified true copies
of which shall be delivered to all Members of the United Nations and to the non-Member States

W
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Sicability of adopting the model travel

Subject o heffegff ighafbh Tningin thé counthy offsuc, children may be included in the
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The Contraciing States shall recognise the validity of the documents issued in accordance
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Paragraph &
The competent authorities of the country to which the stateless person desires to proceed
shall, if they are prepared 1o adrit him and if a visa is required, affix a visa on the document-of
which he is the holder, .
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. Paragraph 9
“~._I. The Contracting States undertake to issue transit visas to stateless persons who have
obtained visas for a territory of final destination.
2. The issue of such visas may be refused on grounds which would Justily refusal of a visa to
any alien.

- Paragraph 10
The fees for the issue of exit, entry or transit visas shall not exceed the lowest scale of charges

for visas on foreign passports.

aken up residence in the territory of another
¢ of a new document, under the terms and
ent authority of that territory, to which the

When a stateless person
Contracting State, the b
conditions of article 28
stateless person shall bese

The authority issuigga o dbouiens shall kaw the old document and shall return it 1o
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828 of this Convention shall, unless it
10 re-enter the territory of the issuing
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'shall not be less than three months,
S8 proposes to travel does not insist on the
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contains a statement
State at any time d
holder may retursfto
except when the cou
travel document acgBrdigp ol

2. Subject 1o the provifions. rec beparagraph, a Contracting State may require
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i i

Subject oINS oo o p e L T e assen e 1 his Schedule in no way aflect the
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. Paragraph 15
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