CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION
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Stipule small, bearing a short scar on either side of the petiole. Lamina 11-25 x 7-16
cm, elliptic, varying ovate to oblong, apex acuminate, base widely cuneate to
subcordate, shiny, the sides upcurved, smooth; lateral vein 10-13 pairs, withish
beneath; petiole 1-3 cm long. Inflorescences axillary, mostly solitary; bracteoles
peltate. Male heads 8-11 mm wide, globose; peduncles 5-18 mm long; perianth with 3-
4 nearly free tepals; stamen 0.5 mm long. Female head stouter; stigmata bifid, exserted



to 0.3 mm Syncarp 2-3 ¢cm wide, subglobose, green then yellow to orange-buff,
pulpy; peduncle 13-20 mm long (Dassanayake and Fosberg, 1981).

Utilization of this genus has been reported in many countries. The seeds of
A. altilis are supposed to aid parturition, and also are used to treat typhoid or other
fevers. The bark of the seedless form is one of the constituents of medicine
administered postpartum. The ashes of the leaves, with coconut oil and Curcuma, are
applied to a skin disease with creeps like herpes. A poultice of the roasted and crushed
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Artocarpus gomezianus is used as medicinal plant in Thailand. The bark of
this plant is claimed function the treatment of burns {ﬂaﬁﬁ‘mazﬁmuﬁﬂqﬁlﬂi N3y

TnenendasNsUIME  NTTRAEITEY, 2533).

The previous phytochemical studies of Artocarpus gomezianus were
concemed with the wood phenolics contained in this species. The phenolics isolated



from heartwood were morin, norartocarpetin, artocarpesin, artocarpin and
cycloartocarpin. Mesoerythritol has been isolated from the heartwood of this species
(Venkataraman, 1972). It interests the author to investigate the chemical compound in
this plant for more information on chemistry and chemotaxonomy. This investigation
deals with the isolation of chemical compounds from the leaves of A. gomezianus and
the structural analyses by means of spectroscopy.
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