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Thomas Hardy, one of the most prominent English rural novelists of
the nineteenth century, lived in the period of increased social mobility in
Victorian England. Essentially, England, at this time was deep in the
convulsive transformation of the Industrial Revolution: the rise of the
capitalist society, the scientific and technological development, the
intellectual movements etc. According to Hardy, the growth of industrial
society had the impact not only on the change of social and economic
structure of the urban society but also on that of rural society.
Furthurmore social and economic change is seen also in a culture and in

the relationship between man andjhis environment.

: jed by the penetration of
industrial into the countxy 2 ive Wessex or Dorset, the region
which lay in the southe Y rdy felt a deep regret for the
destruction of agricultural : ' v al yillage culture. His Wessex
novels have reflected.ar® 2} ‘ cally the changes of rural

' agric iral labourers treatened by the

society - the misery off@
economic management 0L capd d evintroduction of the machine.

Hardy seemed to have hb€e -3’ fa -8 AN, O and social historian because
his novels refected"thegso \ set and his conservative

idea of country life afd 'iying been in the change of
modern society.
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