Chapter II
Conceptual Background

2.1 The notion cf___}m_awlalig._,_-

The main concern of phil&sonh 5 the quest for truth,

: dant that the central aim

o hw the determination of

bor worlsy.ihe attempt to know and

z .‘/: ‘» ..\\ bert, the intellectual
/s \ N

as reflected from man's TH
his place in the universgs
understand himself and j
activity understood in yes an evidence that
man has been scarching geyabout himself and his

world or worlds.,

The fact that man mSelf and his plade implies

that man lives in ignorann o7 to give answers to the

fundamental question ’;—" b BaG wihele medl asy O ‘ ferent schools or

different mtallactualﬁr o iﬂj different and sometimes
i

contradictory answers. Qf en, these ofpwers are ragardad merely as

theliotat i tho ﬁgg{g W ﬁ@%m@ot it

or justified, or, qgn the other hgnd those ellefs aro ca.pabla to be

falsifiocd. Q ﬂ;} aﬁﬂw “ﬁ'}@:%ﬂﬂﬁnﬂa and

Belief" as follows 3

If philosophy is conceived as an ontological undertalting, as an
endeavor to describe the ultimate nature of reality or to say
what there really is, it requires a preliminary investigation of



the scope and validity of knnwledge.1

According to the most widely accepted difinition, "knowledge
is (generally defined or regarded as) justified true belief. That it

is a kind of belief is supported by the fact that both knowledge and

e’ of beliefs. For example,
xist will be considercd

as knowledge if the truthe€1sdY ha exictepce of the gods is

Obviously, the : 0 - '! Jdpe in Bhis sense relates to
uth is the most
fundamental and problematl 50 '_l . philos@phy. Presently,

according to Popper there vlogical doctrines concerning

the notion of truth : pessimiseds’ opd logy and optimistic episte=
mology. The optimisf7 janifest, that we
have the power to seo ﬁ, : o " falsehood, and to
know that it is truth. pusslmist ¢ view is linked with a

i ¢ e 3 T TS W o o

raaﬂan.3 The analogy of Plato'sgcave-man may be ruga d as a prime

e A RN I T ) NG ﬁ 1 J

1ﬁntanuy Quinton, "Knowledge and Belicf" 1n The Eq_xplong

dia of Philosophy, Vol. 4 [London: Macmillan, 1967), p. 345.

Ihiﬁ., Pe 345,
3K&r1 Fopper, Cnnjecturas and Rafutationa, [London: Rnutlaﬂgn, 19?6]

"+ da ﬂdm' PPe 5-5‘



example. Apparently, these two contrary doctrines considered in
connection with the above definition of knowlzdge have altogether an
impact on the notion of lncwledge. At any rato, this leads to an

awareness of the ignorance of man.

As a conceptual backg T eeded for a better under-

standing, espceially for fAg ccustﬂmud to philosophieal

discussion, this thesis ew of knowledge. Poppexr

distinguishcd two difforg gue or of thought :

1. knowledge or thoufl bivewscnsce, consisting of a
‘\‘\ AN

state of mind or 4T & ko :I.SPGBitan to behave or
to act, and ’\\

2« knowledgoe or thoith = Wmcc, consisting of
probloms, theoricdh i 4" ch. Knowledge in this
objeative scnse is @otal A Wt of anybody's claim to

" knowj it is also ind.c : body's belief, or disposi-
tion to assent; or _te ateert acta

This thesis yw—_l:"; ates Ythe third

world! as an applicatigl to WHatHHay-oe" ed 'knowledge ' The
third world is, #reexplicates @F, "the world of objective
v ot 2 L AT IENG oo v
and of wor This wérld moy besthe producks of (or, if
it is the iﬁjaqgim unmmﬂra acEJd world

(the mind, the consciousness or thinking process); but, factually, it

""Ka.rl Popper,y O ;cstive Knowleﬂ,g_, (Oxford: Oxford University

Preas, 19721, PDe 108-109.
5Ihidp‘. P= 136-
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has its own indepcndent existence. In other words, the third world

is the library or the store of knowledge or beliefs or thoughts which
man generation after generation has a share in the contribution

processj a legacy which has survived and passed through to the present

goneration., And this thesis ig &t Ut e doefond that litorature is

'\ 5 l‘-‘;.-‘:L\\

x&\ﬁk ognition of the
ry, belief, In the old

Thie thesis comoy
clash between the ancién,
time, the major sources of . That which guides man's
life - appear to centre nfﬁ g he scriptures, whereas
in the modern time scicnce h*}éﬁ?ff:7> be the sole cdifice which

provides what is concgived a he rational teutidsy. In other words,

el
bt

{7
the authority of what Wy B : 4$; seems to turn away

) HJ
from the mystic priests‘ind fall into the hands "0f scientists.

Obviously, litaraﬁ'u ﬁ-ﬁcvrw{wﬂc]ﬁﬁm works of

literary art, hos &lclose relatlan with rallglun. The rmse of science
« e R VPR SOUAN VI TR
predictions afld that scientific explanation is held to be rational,
whereas the religious is often regarded to be irrational. However,
those who have strong faith in religion perceive that their belief is

rationale The notion of rationality, thus, is considered to be the

taﬁchhtana of the validity of beliefs.
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In the whole sphere of human Itnowledge in the third-world

sense, besides the religious and scientific cults, however, there is
another kind of belief. This third kind is the ocecult or superstition

which, along with the lines of religious practice, has survived from

the dead civilizations. Although e ybonished by both religion and

science, the spores of the eir ways to spread through

S rioH Q and the so~called

1.$\§:\ x‘_llﬂfﬁ appear as

cte are strangers to

the whole world, prevalens
religious men, The face
stranger to those of relj

the solar system. In spj 111ty, the contradie-

tory species of lore or b pd@\scientific on one side

and that of the occult on | B3ar to mingle and dwell

in the same socictics and, j?;?;°:'¢ h@lsamc person, Generally,

scientists repudiate the occuld pund that the occult belief

ig irrational. The prik n the T @ dsspise the belief,
— Y

which is alien to the’ it has undesirable

effects upon the hunan W -ds. It blackens the Minds or devalues or

lowers the nnbiliﬂ ﬂﬁlﬂ ﬁiﬂ!ﬂ i{wﬂq ﬂijuccult practice

dehumanizes the huggn beings.

e AR R GNTRIHNVINY A6 s

that a bottarqundarstand1ng of the belief is recognized to lead to a

better understanding of the concept of the term 'knowledge', and of
what is going on in the sphere of intellcectual enterprise or in the
history of ideas. Whatscever the term 'knovledge' neans, it enbraces

the oonse like 'that which gives true description and true explanation
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of the world'. Now it has been realized that tho phenomena of the

occult belief must relates to somcthing real in human experience, that
social anthropology should be concerncd with finding out what is the

basic reality underlying witcheraft idoaa.b That is - the study of

the occult is nlso realized to 0 a better understanding of

reality. What is remarkabi

nature of the occult belT® on iy x% of our ignorance but

also leads us to reconside

Actually, theng wiat if scicnce is

meant to reach the propd science must not

limit itself in a narroyl: pwitz gave, in the

preface of his book enti nowledge, a romarkable

statement which concerns tHe idRality and reveals to us

about the present state of lowledge and its trend,

R o ———————

Though we suspect jgrt . s j-la, docs not contain
a large fraction o ruth, we also suspect that any widespread,

i uﬂmﬁﬂmmm i
Belief, like E tinuously under

the impact of confrontatign with n gfure. A ln Rgrsurviving

) I IR TR e

it may contain must lie beyond, perhaps well beyond, the frontier
of scientific knowledge. Science has not yet been able to
recognize this truth and transform it into knowledge. But this

o

EHax Marwick, Witcheraft and Sorcory, edited, (Middlescx:
Penguin Zducation, 1970], pp. 38-39.
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small content of truth in the lore can point the way for science
to evolve into completely new &ircctians.?

The book is a scicntific study of the occult. In Dr. Shadowitz's
words, the study sccks an understanding of the sceningly irrational

through rational mcans',

he paragraph quoted above,
The most important thing WEwehe chang Wt scientific attitude.

Some scientists have lad@™tloe% rrey had previously

overlocked. Thoy havd beogln J({_ o o ha irrational beliefs

may contain some truth wl fice, that the fact

that those beliefs scdf A that they contain no

truthe Scicntists arc cs in a tolerance stage

of attitude, a stage at the growth of science is

rendered pDEEihlﬁ.B The notiem of ratienality sometimes acis as a

veil of maya which preves gelights of truths of

88 hors have begun to

the other beliefs. ASfa ma
reconsider the cancoptﬂ}f ratione] . ienrw'ffrriﬂ, for example,

4% scionce should be un&arstond.g

T B WEAS
B ek L st

R.ﬂi Iattlatum. "The Naturc of {nowledge', in The Enqyclo =

dia_of ;EEoranqe, edited by Ronald Duncan and Miranda Weston-Smith,
[New York: Wallaby, 1977), ppe 10-17.
gﬂenry Harris, "Rationality in Scicnce™ in Scientific

EghgggggiggJ odited by AJ. Heath, [Oxford:Clarcndom,1981), pp.36-51
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Dr, Mark Tamthai cven propesed that we give up the application of the

term, since he found that at the present stage of human conceptual

scheme we have no criterion nor instance to ground the meaning of the
10

term 'rationality' on.

the stage where it can e pLeve Bxi¥anation of the whole
phenomena in the solar g8¥ =jf S¢ o ~1¥“ Jf ¥fact, today science has

to accept that it knowg® and its visiting

cometses To conclude in wpt, scientists are
realizing that thore is i ffer a proper investigation,
no matter how much time i -;;;;'1 i pavasively existing 'weeds!

might be discovered or turn:ggﬁéi -b—plﬁﬁts'. That is = in
short, literaturc neyiontain some modicinesiSbde) truth, which will

L)
b

cure the ignorance of j:c .aﬂﬁf'ta

o

_Auneningng
M usialipiTeh Rtk L

Dniversity Jburnal, Vol.1l arch 196%), pp.

11Frank,Hnss, llew _Wor in Sciencg, [New York: Lothrop, Lee
and Shepard Co., 1960), pp. 55-91.



15

2e% Positivism and Status of Scionco.

"There are no complete studies on paEitiviEm".1a And this
inclusion is not designed to be a kind of compondium of the school of

philosophy, but a2s a scction of the background cn which the logical

understood. Positivism s nl Pl gitsm are two scperate
different schools of 3Bl Il i chisiph bagkhe some views that .
"science [mathematico=¥T clitetl f s & odhy, VAkid knowledge and [that]
facts [are] the only #6s; i) By 1 'ga".13 That is - the
central tenct of tho #sifif ¢ YRopsk A e Wthé primacy of science and

the rejection of [trad and the transcendental

philosophy.

e S

12Hica1a "ﬁi“?' e Encyclopacdia of

Philosophy, Vol.7, ;—‘::5-3 . 419,

b | Fi
*'I_'ha modifier i! s added here under thelPccognition of (or with

respect to) G. Bergmannd gobook cntitled The Metaphysics of Logical

Positivism. Juﬂ %Hafa ﬂ B%@w %%;ﬁ gar of Philosophy
says of BergmannQis 'a leading nositivist'. is puggests that -
distincti t t atj ' Wﬁaﬁ'nnvel‘
metaphraia ma ﬁﬂ “i ﬁ‘ﬁ?‘i , , El

q
B1pid., p. 41k

M oobert 1. Beck, Handbook in Social Philosophy, [London:
Collier Maemillan, 1979), p. 30.

009635
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Therefore, accorcing to the strict Jectrine of -usitivisn

the claims made by the rcligion, the art, and part of the philosophy
regions to status of knowledge arc considered invalid. Some positi=

15

vists regard their works as philosophy of science. Hence, it is the

knowledge of knowlcdge; "thoe task gf

principles common to all the SEil f use these principles as

guides to human conduct anBmsiabE 3 oé organizatian".16 With

CH@ental spoculation, the
N |

\&m foundation to the

philosophy is to find the general

no need to appeal to
positivists see that t

knowledge provided by SupCrstition is by no

means knowledge. Heli O or human action are

explained anew in the soeCe 4"w -‘":i # ¥ms. Usually, positi-

vists omployed the traditiongl 'uiptied them of all

e

traditional meaning'l. #y 15 simply denied as

¢ pgecent day prevailing

mood wheih is flouricv}wj“*””"”’" = f]’ay be described

fantasy or psychologics

concisely with the adje ﬁi?ﬁ

St - J.I-l

m::::::’:mmrzxmm i W——v
Chl &Nﬂ‘ifu mn'nwma g

s -..-.—.. - —

15Jnhn Passmore, "lLogical Positivism', in The Encyclopae-
dia of Philosophy, Vol. 5, [New York: The Free Press, 1967), Ds 52s

16

Tbid,, Vol. 6, p. 41k,

1?R0hﬂrt Hr-Bﬁﬂk, Ihidc, Pa 31-
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be the anticipater,13 but Auguste Comte (1798-1857) was respected as
the founder. The tern "positivien' was used first by Henri, comte de
Saint-Simon 'to designate scientific method and its extension to
philosophy'. And Comte was the first thinker who adopted the term for

a philosophical position. Actuall ‘rom a point of view that positi-

vism rejects religious ontolog lental philosophy, this

doctrine may be considorc e ition in the history of
thought, roprecsented by &
ancient Greece to the cofftcy
positivist concopt, the®rogf & fuc Mmoiing \- does not reside in
what iz traditionally cdf : - _ \ 1 but lies solely in
the natural world called \ :

work Posgitive Philosophy #ft failed suicide.* In

A note on Gm‘ntﬁr'ﬁ. porsonal 1ifa ie included here since it is
seen toc have some w ﬂmmnbj purview of
fartistic or poctiﬂiﬁlﬁ k The Story of
Philoso (New York: Touchstone, #1961, p., 285) wrote ofJ/Comte as
rrtoes ) P V18 B4 WA ) TR 1) B, o
found it diffi%ult cnough to manage his own h::nme' in 1827, after two
Years of maritial infelicity, he suffored a nental break~down, and
attempted suicide in the Scine.¥ And agein on the next page he put:

"There was a certain dogmatic intellectualism about this positivism
which perhaps reflected the disillusioned and isolated philosopher.

When in 1845, Mme. Clotilde de Vaux (whose husband was spending his .
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the later stage of his thought, when he grew older and aftor having
experienced a series of alternative domestic life, he became to recog-
nize the need for religion but still insisted that its root must rest
on the natural whole world. Contrary to Plato or Augustine or

Aquinas, Comte c¢nvisaged that man falls from no wherc clse but springs

up from the natural planet oz

However, Conte is"O¥w
Materialists, c.ge. the "
the importance of man 5o uallty, or in another
word, the gqualitics orig Lthin the whole man
himseclf and his socic J\hL \ ) \w\ esg is dum to the faet
that man himself is of # é ‘\ \ Man in Comte's word is
the Great Beingj the cart 3308t ishy And space the Great Way.
And that it is man himself £ his possibilities and
realizes them in and slonglthé coi avodution. Obviously,

Positivism has a cloggj/a [ #ch was given birth at

life in jail) toﬁﬁ i mzwg ﬁ tion for her
warmed and color ﬂ ﬁ )] in which he

{

placed fecling abwe intelligencd as a re mn_ng :Eorc and concluded
that the woﬁ%ﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁi@hlﬂﬂ&f Id}ﬂﬂ ?_Ishoan function
it should bef§to nourish and strengthen the fee truism of human

nature by exalting Humanity os the objoct of a ceremonial worship."
Surprieing as it might scem, John Stuart Mill, Comte's admirer, was
also recorded to have been incubating such a death before a reading of
Wordsworth rescucd him., Wittgenstein too, whose influence over the

logical positivists was notable, confesscd that the idea came to him
very often.
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B
the sane veriod. That is - to apply the coacept 'zood'! for an illus-

tration of the case, if man is good, it is because goodness resides
originally within man himgelf, rather than being bestowed from and by

the external agency. Consicdered thug, positivism is sometimes con-

coived as a trend of humanisggy y, on the basis of knowledge

ity of man in the dignity

provided by the scicnces, e
: 'ﬁ

or in the name of man hi of the Absolute, or the

Suprame Bemg, or say,"™8 s view this notion

as a new phase of Cath®

Apparently, scCpti God and His existencey

*

; l:‘ L T v '1_&
science then has broug n e B enl \\\ at the natural world is

el
the solc, absulute home Of jan 4b ’a.‘ ns@@ Scicnce then is meant to

(G :
support the nobility of man, HASS ---; fohy is meant to guide man to

W e S e S5

*ngl MHarx {:1f 51§ Comte {1?89—185?).__

Robert N. Beek pat a f dtno _ Jooie and e -::-k in Social Philosophy

to distinguish the dlffaiancns 'between the cnﬁtempnrary philosophies
as follows: "Pos ) ZIIQG. by the proce=
durcs of nh:l_rsiicsﬂEﬂBIn ﬂﬂt] s seek to give
morals and 1aﬁlatian a scientific statugg, and Marxigts offer a

seientific ﬂtﬂﬂ'ﬂ ‘im u ﬁ r] ’J ﬂ E.l r] a E.I

‘h'ill Durant, The Story of Philosophy, llew York:
Touchstone, 1961), p. 266.
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settle in his own soluly-real home. To Comte, ‘the apex of the

hierarchy of scicnces is sociology, or socizl physica“.21

The positi=-
vist' conception of man and his world impliecs the assertion that man
is the guide of his own progress in the name of evolution. Conclusively,

for the social positivists that Copgg and Mill arc leading figures,

only the natural scicnces prodiae i Lo valid Jmowledpe from which

theories of sccial order OSBRSS GCGg érived. The diastinguished

D-a‘ifi th his thesis of the

ch man represcnts

5% ction of sﬁpernatural
agentc; the metaphysie ap e WNEDS, supernatural agents
are replaced by abstrzft B aali@vad %o he capable of
generating the obse ‘ nallyy the Enﬁiti
stage, in which man, rdfufing “ o ultimate causes of
phenonena, turns axclusi?g; !f gcovering the laws of
phenomena by Dhﬁ=g&;

Thus, to Cnmt onwards man has

passed into the POEltl?h ﬁtaga which 1; that of

Russell remarkcd ﬂnu WWWﬁﬁ}ﬂﬁuaﬂes the

nodern world from Shrlier ccnturﬁss is attributabln to Bclenca, which

" achieved 11;@:% ’%ﬁt&ﬂa‘i ﬂﬂxﬁm%ﬁﬁqﬁtﬁantw" 23

'l
Ecicnce. Bertrand

21?3111 Bawards, Ibid., Vols 6, 1. #5,.

227pid., Vole 6, p. 415.

ESBﬁrtrand Russell, History of Western Philosophy, [London:
- Unwin Paperbacks, 1980}, p. 512.
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Notably, four great scientists had simultaneously contributed to
the truimph of science, before Comte's positivism arose, They
were Copernicus (1473-1543), Kepler (1571-1630), Galileo (1564—
1642) and Newton (1642-1727). Actually, Copernicus belonged to
the other century, but his astronomy was not recognized in his

time. Later in the text cerntury in which positivism was notably

given birth, Charles Darwi 132) published his The Origin

of Species. While scismd ng to discover the new

truths or thecries, piiZgsephens ofwile Century, Bacon, Descartes,
Leibniz and Locke? se
and assumptions on ﬁ—nwtf#-x cientific Historians
pin-points the seved :?\k stelge of the seientific
revylution which is aAnthof the change of

human world view,> u e : STtiWish was/is an impact of

the scientifie revolut;

There are thres ds of positivism. The

first is social ;' "‘"“"‘""‘"“—""_I.F; stand as the
leading figures., !Bl i , PEed iwmta's absolutism and
this led to his theugy of Htilitaqifnism. The second kind is

mtmmg,,um NN HIINNYS ost sntruentiar

figure. Spen{;ar argued thatfthe univgmse evolves gentinously

wne wilof BT 38U el ANHIE Ehecin

prﬂducts of human civilization®, That is it goes by itself as

E#Hohert N. Beck, Ibid., pe 28,

® Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolution,

2d ed. [Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1975}, pp.92-135.

26Pr-ml Edwards, Ibide., Vole 6, p. 4¥17.
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evolution is its naturej whatsoever it is spiritualistical or
mé.tarialistical. At any rate, he accepted that there must be an
ultimate cause, And that "the sole task of authentic religion
is to remind isen of the mystery of the ultimate cause, The task

of sciecnce, on the other hand, is to extend indefinitely the

knowledge of phennmena“.z? : VJ\rd type is critical positie-
vism which has a closc connecii nglual positivism or
neopositivism, Som LT, hig mm as empiriocrie

ticism, Hous::ever s thoy share the same

faith in science, tly 15 issued by science

are valid or deservegf: : Prics ol - ar 'knowledge!,

2.4 Knowledge, TrutM

As a matter it time, the faith in

F i bty ' i
science = meaning the naQiFsl 563 8 = has risen up to the

point that, among the @mce scgems to claim the

prevailing (or n,; i Ii:-“‘ rce of knowledge.

Science appears i| > MOB EROTitatiye or the first and

1

last resort when the present men happen to face the necd for

truth or wheﬂtuﬂ on V3 B Y)WV Edo) il nave to acter-

mine their prnblem or the tmuth of thgir belief, qPhere is a

crovindpled OWN Pl badedd W LA VRELLR B ene cone
route taq truth or reality; that what science says or 'concludes
presently' must be true both 'at the present' and 'in the future',
We have acquired 'a habit' to think that what science says today

it will say the same tomorrow, since science is conceived of as

E?Ibiﬂn' Pe ll"‘?!
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the sole institution which issues valid knowledge of the laws of

nature,.

The present time is the time of erisis in the sphere of
human knowledge or belief, Because at the present stage of

scientific knowledge, what science says is not the same or even

and religion. Since t‘*xiu ﬁ'“ A | ury, man has been faced
with the question !whevtede—t U=3“ﬁﬂuﬁ;;; being?' For his

NS

1] ty ommanﬂer must decide
LA

oy TN 2h Howy if the 'data?l
? AN

or 'the informations! gheffafans ;@ ‘ spies' are wrong or
. #"'-‘

belief in some degroc g es It is like being
at war, to plunge ing

carefully so that he

'not true', he might W after the scientifie

#ﬁ*
revolution is in an intg l=:;

-

ause he has fallen into

the stage where he is ind_éﬁﬁé@ﬁ?@f ion his beliefs; the stage
at which he is ungde what is the Shifmith about his life

l.
and his world, "f' X

!I : : JJ
DnstoEkay §21 -1881) a Ruaa;an who is one of the world

PR ﬂﬂﬂ?’flﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ@“m s

recognized the mpact of the %nvulutlnn or the efqiit of the

change oﬂtw Ciraqaﬂ‘j mhgd “ﬁ ’q M Bd made it

spoken t ugh the engincer Kirilov : "The laws of nature made

Christ live in the midst of falschood and die for a falsahund".aa

And in The Brothers Karamazov, he depicted Ivan as “one of those

28

Quoted from Albert Camus, The Myth of Sisyphus,
(New York: Vintage Books, 1965), p. 79.
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who don't want millions, but an answer %o their quastinns".ag

Carl Sagan in his recent famous book The Dragons of Eden as well

recognizes man's living ignorance; as a scicentist he still has
faith in scicnces He onds his last chapter by quoting Jacob

Bronowski : "We arc a sciontif ivilizationy .eese that means

a civilization in which KibY integrity are crucial,

Scicnce is only a Luthn‘ esee Knowledge is our

ﬂﬁﬂtiﬂ?".an That isw believes' is true

will destine him. 'hc word 'destiny!

somchow reveals the ogflghdofien & Man\ izbe ready to pay the

)

price for his ignofing#. ;g eE that ‘knnwledgef

is salvation, and méf en-ed to know',

\

perhaps, the 'absoluif hatfone day science will

¥
- "r.i- -
bring him the truth, wl icj:;;gggg W to or derived ak
SA T
Yempirically' or i TN,

\Z

“‘, i 5

ﬂﬂtl’”l&l‘ﬂ‘iﬂ&l'lﬂ‘i
qmmmfuum'mmaﬂ

sFyndor Dostoyeveky, The Brathers Karamasﬂv, Constance

Garrntt, tre, (New York: Siguct Classics, 1957), pe 83.

Ocar1 Sagan, The Dragons of Eden, (London: Corcnot
Books, 1978), p. 238.
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