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# # 5573366625 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEYWORDS : ANG MOR LAO / CONSERVATION / OLD TOWN / PHUKET / ARCHITECTURE
SUPAVADEE JINGJITRA : AN APPROACH TO THE ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION OF
HISTORIC HOUSES "ANG MOR LAQ" IN PHUKET. ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. PINRAJ
KHANJANUSTHITI, Ph.D., 186 pp.

The thesis aims to study the origin, history, architectural designs, and components of the Ang Mor Lao
houses in the municipality of Phuket, which were built during 1901 and 1932. Fifteen Ang Mor Lao houses
were randomly chosen as samples for visual survey. The research methods used in the study included
collecting data from historical documents, surveying, and interviewing the owners and those who were
involved. The researcher also investigated the physical properties of the houses to evaluate their condition,
value, and judge their authenticity. A further four houses were selected as case studies, namely Baan
Chinpracha, Baan Phraaramsakornkate, Baan Phrapisaisanpakit, and Baan Luang-umnartnararak. These four
houses were further analyzed in order to understand the problems and factors which led to changes in their
architectural design and see which methods would be best to preserve the Ang Mor Lao houses.

The study found that the Ang Mor Lao style, which was common during the period between 1901 and
1932, was a combination of Western and Chinese architectural styles. This combination had been found
before in Penang architecture, so it is likely that the Ang Mor Lao style was influenced by Penang architecture.
The Ang Mor Lao houses were two storey buildings which utilized bricks of cement as insulation. They had a
rectangular floor plan and there was a porch roof which served to prevent rain spray and sunlight. Under the
porch roof were parking spaces and a corridor. This showed how Western architectural style was adapted to
suit the weather conditions in Phuket. There was decorative stucco on the outer walls. The interior space was
based on Chinese beliefs about utility. Therefore, the Ang Mor Lao houses were very unique. They had
historical value, which showed how prosperous Phuket was; and architectural and aesthetic value, which can
be seen in the use of space, materials, and craftsmanship. They also had social and emotional value in that
they were the pride of the owners. These values are related to the authenticity of the houses in terms of
location, shape, design, and utility, which has had an impact on how people perceive the value of the Ang Mor
Lao houses. However, at present, the Ang Mor Lao houses have been dismantled, neglected, and ruined. The
environment, components, and utility have also been changed to serve the changing economic situations and
society.

To preserve the Ang Mor Lao houses in Phuket . We must understand the reasons why the Ang Mor
Lao houses have changed over time. This would be helpful to their successful preservation, in terms of value
and authenticity. In addition, we should specify the area to be preserved and which buildings. We also need to
improve cooperation between their owners, occupants, and others, who are involved in their preservation — from
both the government and private sector. The ultimate goal is to preserve the Ang Mor Lao houses’ identity as

well as utilize them into the future.

Department : Architecture Student’s Signature

Field of Study : Architecture Advisor's Signature
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