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ABSTRACT

Pridi Banomyong has been, for more than 50 years, a m;jor
figure of modern Thai polities. He played important roles in the
'1932 Revolution' and in subsequent governments until 1947 when he was
forced into exile by the military take-over. Living as a 'political
refugee' first in China and latter in France, Pridi continued to be
a focal point of attention for Thailand's internal politics., 'His fame

and intellectual influences among later generations survive even his

death in May 1983,

This thesis is a ;fudy sz@ridi Banomyongfs(bélitical)@houghﬁ
in thelearly) years of his(1life)from 1900 to 1934, It lexamines)Pridi's
life”and<§ducation>in his early youth ( 1900-1920 ); his political

{ideas>and the education he received in(?rance)( 1920-1927 ); his(works>
and thought during 1927 and 1932; his(view on the (coup d'€tat) of
24 June 1932 and his /attitude) toward the(ébsolutéy@onarchy)as shown in

the ("Declaration of the People's Partyﬂ}

AN for
VA%

The thesis also studies Pridi's thought and(roles>as an
{architect)of the(newly)founded political /system) and the /conflicts)

between Pridi, his éolleagueé}of the People's Party and(King(Prajadhipog>



which led to the latter's subsequent (abdicatioé>in 1935. Finally,
7Y :
Pridi's fdmous %@utline of National Economic Plaéy—- its origin,

content, underlying ideas and political(repe:cussioé%— has been

analysed, at length,

The study shows that Pridi Banomyong's political thought during
these early years was marked by his opposition to the absolute monarchy.
Pridi believed that such political system was so deficient that it
should be changed to democracy in order to make Siam more into the line
of other civilized nations. Pridi's attempt to put his ideas of
democratic government into practice had brought him into conflicts with
the conservatives. He tried to reach compromises with them without
jeopardizing the interest of the new regime and at the same insisted
on the correctness of the democratic principle as pursued by his
People's Party. However, this policy had in the end led to the
disagreements with King Prajadhipok and the latter's decision to

abdicate the throne.

As regards Pridi's idea of economic management, the examination
of his "Outline of National Economic Plan" shows that he had been
influenced by many sorts of ideas and had tried to blend them together
into his "Plan'". These ideas were Socialism of different types
( Associationism, Collectivism and Co-operatism ), Solidarism,

Buddhist philosophy, Humanitarianism and Nationalism.
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