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The objectives of this thesis were to study the essence and legal implications of the
UN Convention on International Multimodal Transport of Goods on Thailand, and to analyze
the appropriateness for Thailand to ratify this Convention.

The results of the study reveals that this Convention aims at generating equitable
activities among both developed and developing countries as well as creating balanced
benefits between transport operators and shippers. The enforcement of the Convention has
various impacts on the national laws, particularly in relation to the differences in the
basis of liability of the transport operators. However, this Convention could not only
enhance Thailand's potentiality from being a shipper to a transport operator, but also
expedite the country's transport service development which is incorporated as one of the
policies in the Seventh National Economic and Social Development Plan (1992 - 1996).
Moreover, it facilitates Thai exports in a faster, safer, more convenient and more economical
manner. Thailand, therefore, should in due time ratify this Convention.

Nevertheless, Thailand's ratification means the increase in burdens of Thai
transport operators. Currently, Thai transport operator's capacities are notin a position to
accommodate such burdens.In addition,the contracting parties to the Convention are not
prominent trading partners. Thus, for the time being, Thailand does not need to ratify the
Convention. Yet, as multimodal transport would play a vital role in
international transport, it would be necessary for Thailand to eventually ratify the
Convention.' Consideration would hence be given to the amendment of the existing laws on
transport corresponding to multimodal transport under this Convention. Once Thailand ratified
this Convention, the national laws then could well complement the Convention. As regards
the transport operators, they would familiarize well to comply with the principles on
international multimodal transport.
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