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CHANINTHORN VIRIYAPANT : PATTERNS OF SALUTATION IN PERSONAL LETTERS
IN TEAI : A SOCIOLINGUISTIC STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST, PROF.
AMARA PRASITHRATHSINT, PH.D. 113 pp. ISBN 974-577-471-5,

This study aims at investigating patterns of salutation in Thai
personal letters and the use of these patterns, which vary according to two
social factors : the relationship between the writer and receiver of the
letter, and the age of the writer, The data on which the analysis is based are
from the questionnaires answered by a number of teachers and students in the
Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University. The respondents who were
divided into 4 age groups : 10-15 years, 20-25 years, 30-35 years and 40-45
years, were asked to give the forms of salutation when writing to people who
are their seniors, juniors and equals.

It was found that a salutation in Thai personal letters consists of
two parts : the first, which is optional, is the "beginning term" which can
be a greeting word or a word marking respect. The second part, which is
okligatory, is a term of address. Based on its structured, a salutation in
Thai personal letters is divided into three major patterns : "the word
marking respect + address term", "greeting word + address term" and
"address term" patterns.

Concerning the use of salutation patterns that vary according to the
relationship between the writer and receiver, it was found that when writing
to a senior person, the writer normally uses the word marking respect +
address term pattern, and when writing to a junior person and equals, he
mostly uses the greeting word + address term and address term patterns.
Moreover, it was also found that a name is rarely used when writing to a
senior person.

Finally, with regard to the use of salutation patterns among the
four age groups. It was found that there is no difference in the use of major
patterns but some difference in the use of minor ones; namely, the youngest
group use more various patterns of the greeting word and the word marking
respect than the other three groups.
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