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Abstract

The association of South-East Asian Nations exemplifies
a new form of cooperation in the context of international orga-
nizations. Several countries of the region have come together
under the name of " ASEAN " with the common objective of advan-
cing their progress in various fields, such as social , economic ,
and political matters. They have also aimed to use ASEAN as an
instrument for promoting peace and mutual cooperation in the
region.

In implementing the above objections, each Member State
depends upon ASEAN as an instrument for instilling a habit of
working together. Therefor, the structure and organization of
ASEAN are determined by how appropriate they are to the objectives
and circumstances. They are also conditioned by basic problems
affecting their mutual relations. These elements are important
indicators for the structure and organization of ASEAN as found
at present For this reason, ASEAN is based upon the rational of

an international organization for propelling this region into




-

mutual cooperation rather an international organization born

because of a sense of regionalism among the Member States.

Indeed , ASEAN'S developments does not follow the concept
of intregation which is the raison d'@tre of cooperation between
other countries. In this respect, this thesis will consider
the basis of ASEAN'S formation and its structure from legal and
organizational dimensions. It will also trace the changes

affecting the organization from the past until the present.
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