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The German draft Penal Code E 1962, 1966
Translated by Neville Ross
Third Division
Crimes Against Property

Section 235. Theft.

{1} Anybody who takes movable property not his own away from another in order
unlawfully to appropriate it to himself or to a third per son, shall be punished with jailing up to
three years or penal custody.

{2) An attempt is punishable.

Section 236...

Section 242. Pilfering.

(1) Anybody who, form need, pilfers things of trivial value (section 235, 236, 240),
shell be punished with jailing up to three months or a fine of up to ninety per diem charges.

{2) Anybody who pilfers food or luxury food items or things of household use in
trivial quantity or of trivial value, for immediate consumption for himself or a relative, shall be
similarly punished. '

{3) An attempt is punishable.

(4) The act shall be prosecuted only upon complaint.

(5) Anybody who commits the act against a relative with whom he lives in the

same household shall be exempt form punishment.
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The Swedish Penal Code as amended January 15t- 1972
Translated by Thorsten Sellin 1972

Chapter 8
Of Theft, Robberry and Other Crimes of Stealing
Section 1. Aperson, who, with the intent of appropriating it, unlawfully takes what
belongs to another shall, if the appropriation involves loss, be sentenced for theft to
imprisonment for at most two years.
Section 2. If the crime mentioned in Section 1 is regarded as petty, considering
the value of the stolen goods and other circumstances of the crime, a sentence to pay a fine or

to imprisonment for at most six months shall be iImposed for petty theft.

The Austrian Penal Act 1852 and 1945 as amende;i to 1965
Translated by Professor Emeritus Norbert D. West and
Professor Samuel |. Shuman
Chapter XXI.

Larceny.

Section 171. He who takes a movable thing not his own From the possession of
another and without the permission of the latter and does so for profit commits a larceny.

Circumstances Under Which Larceny BBecomes a Felony.

Section 172. Larceny becomes a felony either because of the amount, ihe
character of the deed, the nature of the thing taken, or the nature of the actor.

a) the Higher Amount.

Section 173. The amount makes larceny a felony if it or the value of what was
stolen exceeds 2500 Schilling. It makes no differance that this amount or value is the result of
one or several simultaneous or successive forays or that it was taken from one or several
owners, or that the larceny was committed against one or several objects. The value, however,
is calculated not according to the profit to the thief, but according to the damage to the victim.

[7-4-1963].
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b) the Dangerous Character of the Deed;
Section 174. The nature of the deed makes a larceny a felony:
I. Without regard to the amount:
a) if the was armed with a weapon or type of tool otherwise dangerous to personal
safety;
b) if when caught while committing the larceny he used actual violence or dangerous
threats againts a person in order to retain possession of the thing stolen; or
c) if the larceny was committed during a conflagration, emergency created by
uncontrolled water, or other distress situation, be it general or peculiar to the victim:
d) against timber, either from fenced-in forests or where considerable damage is caused
to the woods;
e} against fish in ponds;
f) against game, either from fennced-in forest or with exceptional audacity or by

someone who makes something like a business of such larcenies. [7-4-1963].

c} the Nature of the Stolen Thing;
Section 175. The larceny becomes a felony because of the nature of the stolen
thing:
|. Without regard to the amount, if such is committed
a) against an object directly devoted to religious service where the desecration is
offensive to the religious service, or
b) against such objects as are enumerated in Sections 85(c) and 89.
[ If the larceny exceeds 250 Schilling and was committed
a) against fruits in the field or on trees and, in those provinces where the breeding of
silk worms is a branch of industry and agriculture, against the leaves of mulberry trees which
serve as fodder for silk worms;
b} against cattle being driven or at pasture;

¢} against agricultural equipment in the fields:
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d) against minerals, tools or equipment inside mines, in open pits, on slopes or in

workshops. [7-4-1963].

d) the Nature of the Actor.
Section 176. The larceny becomes a felony because of the nature of the actor:
[. Without regards to the amount:

a) if the actor has become an habitual thief;

b) if the actor has previously been twice punished for larceny, be it a felony or petty
misdemeanor, and not more than five years have elapsed between the time of the commission
of the act and the serving of his last sentence.

Il. With regard to an amount in excess of 250 Schilling:

a) if the larceny is committed by servants against their maasters or members of the
household of the master, or by masters against their servants;

b} by tradespeople, apprentices, or day laborers, against their master or against him
who ordered the work, or by the master against his journeymen, apprentices, or day laborers.
[7-4-1963]

Section 177. If the larceny is to be regarded and charged as a felony solely
because of the nature of the actor, then neither the accomplices nor the accessories are on

that ground to be charged with a felony.

Punishment of the Felony of Larceny.
Section 178. A larceny aggravated only by the circumstances provided for by
Sections 173 to 176 where a larceny becomes a felony, shall be punished by severe
imprisonment of from six months to one year;, however, in casé'}éf aggravating circumstances,of
from one to five years.

Section 179...
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Chapter XL
Larcenies of a petty nature.
Section 460. All laarcenies which are not of a nature so as to be punishable as
felonies pursuant to the provisions of Sections 172 to 176 shall be punished as petty
misdemeanors by simple or strict arrest of from one week to six months. According to the

circumstances the arrest may also be made more severe.

The Theft Act 1968

Section 1. Basic definition of theft

(1) A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property belonging to
another with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it; and "theft" and "steat" shall
be construed accordingly.

{2) It 1s immaterial whether the appropniation is made with 2 view to gain, or is
made for the thefts own benefit.

(3) The five following sections of this Act shall have effect as regards the
interpretation and operation of this section {and. except as otherwise provided by this Act, shall

apply only for purposes of this section).

The Theft Act 1978
Section 3. Definition of shoplifter "a person who, knowing that payment on the
spot for any goods supplied or service done is required or expected from him, dishonestly
makes off without having paid as required or expected and with intent to avoid payment of the

amount due shall be guilty of an offence.”



“Social Protection Code : A New Model of Criminal Justic"
By Tadeusz Grygier
General Part

Section 7. Grading of offences

(1) The most serious and dangerous offence is a felony, for which the sanction
may be deprivation of liberty for up to twenty-five years or, in exceptional circumstances, for
life.

{2) Crme 1s an offence for which the sanction shall not exceed five years of
deprivation of liberty.

(3) Major misdemeanour is an offence for which the sanction shall not exceed two
years of deprivation of liberty.

{4} Misdemeanuor is an offence for which the sanction shall not exceed three
months of deprivation of liberty

{6) Contravention is an offence for which the sanction cannot be deprivation of
liberty, unless the offender unreasonably refuses to pay a fine or to adhere to other conditions
established by the court, in which case the depnivationof liberty shall not exceed three months.
No conviction shall be registered.

Section 82 Theft

(1) To steal, 1.e., to take. appropriate or dispose of an object or to use a facility or
a source of energy without the owner's consent is a major misdemeanour: but if the object was
taken away only temporarily and left in good condition in a place easily accessible to the owner
the offence may be regarded as a misdemeanour.

{2) To steal goods of minor value, below that established by regulations, or to steai
an obviously lost object 15 a misdemeanour.

{3) To steal goods of minor value so as to satisfy an immediate need is a

contravention.
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