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This study was aimed at measuring readability of news reports and
editorials of the Bangkok Post and The Nation English-language newspapers.

A total of 409 samples (each contains about 100 words) were system-
atically selected from the two newspapers during July 1992 to June 1993.
Samples include 199 from the Bangkok Post and 210 from The Nation.

The samples were applied to two separate ''readability formulas"
developed by Rudolf Flesch and Robert Gunning. Flesch and Gunning proposed
different ways to measure readability but their formulas are based on the
same factors -- word length and sentence .length. T-tests and correlation
analyses were used for testing of research hypotheses.

It was found that readability scores of the Bangkok Post and The
Nation were low. Means of Flesch's "Reading Ease scores'" showed the samples
were, on average, 'difficult". When measured by Gunning's "Fog Index" formula,
the average readability level was 13, which means the reader needs to have
a college-level education.

Hypotheses tests showed:

1. There was no significant difference between the readability
levels of samples from the Bangkok Post and The Nation.

2. "Soft news" (sports and entertainment/people news) was, on
average, more readable than '"hard news' (business and national/foreign affairs
news). The significant difference was found at the .00l level.

3. Samples from wire-service stories were, on average, more readable
than those from the newspapers' staff-written stories, with significance at
the .05 level.’ 4

4. No significant differences were found between the readability
levels of editorials and "hard news'".

5. Significant correlations were found between the readability levels
designated by Flesch and by Gunning (at the .00l level).
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