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Admissions to Higher Education in America
: Lessons Learned for Thailand
to Follow by Taking Steps, Jumping or Leaping Ahead

Arunee On-Sawad*

ABSTRACT

Entrance examinations have been developed since 1960. They have been gradually changed
from “entrance” examinations to “admissions”, but this issue is still the talk of the town among
scholars and other stakeholders. Problems and obstacles never end. Admission to higher education
in Thailand is still in a whirlpool with no right answers as to which approaches would be

appropriate and valid.

Many countries are facing admissions problems similar to Thailand. They are in the
process of finding the best practice from each other. Lessons learned from the USA which has
had long experience in the admissions process, for more than 100 years, is sufficient for Thailand
to study in depth. We would find a good approach to admissions that would enable Thailand to
foster the quality of human resource development, increasing the significant power of sustainable

progress in Thailand.

" Assoc. Prof. Ph.D., in Education Department, Faculty of Education, Naresuan University, Thailand.
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