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The ioundaries amorg the four dialects are not known for
certain. The administrative roundaries of the four reagions
of the country may be referred to as guidelines but the two
types of boundaries do not really coincide. WNorthern Thai,
for example, is known to he spoken only in the upper part of “the
northern region (Pantupong 1976). 1In the lower part of
that region Central Thai is predomirant and Mortheastern Thai is
used in the area near the border with the Northeastern region
(srown 1965 and Chanaignoon 1970). An exhaustive survey of
the country needs to be carried out to obtain a clearer view

of the boundaries of the four dialects.
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