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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study is to investicate the tone

systems and the phonetic characteristics of the tones of the Thai

dialects spoken in Amphce l‘uang, Amphoe Thap Sakae, Amphoe Bang

Sapnan and Amphoe Bang Saphan Noi of Prachuap Knhiri Khan Province

and in Amphoe Pathiu, Amphoe Tha Sae and Amphoe iiuan¢ of Chumphon

Province. Based on this information, a linguistic borderline between

‘Central Thai and Southern Thai is determined. The data were

collected from 39 informants who were chosen acéording to a set of

criteria to represent 39 localities in the area under study.

According to the pattern of the tonal splits, the dialects

spoken in 7 Amphoes aforementioned can be divided into 2 main

Jroups: the Central Thai Group and the Southern Thai Group. Each

group can be further subdivided, the Central Thai Group into 4




subgroups and the Southern Thai Group into 8 subgroups., On the

basis of the number of tones, the Central Thai Group can be sﬁbdivided
into 2 subgroups: five-tone and six-tone systems while the

Southern Thai Group can be subdivided into 3 subgroups: three-tone,
four-tone and five-tone systems. Central Thai is spoken in 8
localities situated in Amphoe Muang and some parts of Amphoe Thap
Sakae of Prachuap Kairi Knan Province. "Southern Thai is spoken in

31 localities situated in Amphoe Bang Saphan, Amphoe Bang Saphan

Noi, and some parts of Amphoe Thap Sakae of Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province as well as in Amphoe Pathiu, Amphoe Tha Sae and Amphoe

Muang of Chumphon Province.

The linguistic borderline between Central Thai and
Southern Thai, determined by the tone split can be drawn within
Tambon Thap Sakae and Tambon Khao Lan in Amphoe Thap Sakae of
Prachuap Khiri Khan Provincé. This borderline is not the same as the
administrative boundary between the Central Region and the

Southern Region,

This study not only points out how the pattern of the tone
split can be used to determine a linguistic borderline between
dialects, but it also gives a detailed description of the phonetic

characteristics of the tones of the Thai dialects under study.
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