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KANOKPHRUN SANGRUNG : ETHNIC IDENTITY CONSCIOUSNESS OF LAO PHUEUN
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSISTANT PROF.ARONG SUTHASASNA Ph.D. 2389 PP,

This thesis concerns the Lao Phueun's identity consciousness, speci-
fically as related to language, culture and history. Aims of the study were
as follows:

1. To discover the degree of their identity consciousness toward
those aspects.

2. To discover the trend of present Lao Phueun consciousness.

3. To discover the factors which determine the degree of identity
consciousness and the impact this identity consciousness has upon Lao Phueun

community.

The target district is community for this study were the Lao Phueun
of Ban Mee District .considered to hold one of the biggest Lao Phueun communi-
ties in Thailand. The method used in this study was random sampling, with in
the district 335 selected samplings of Lao Phueun in out of 22 sub-districts.
Questionnaires and observation were two other methods. Data gathered were

analysed and their validity checked with related literature.

The outcome of this study is that these Lao Phueun still have an
identity consciousness even at the present time. Over the past years, this
identity consciousness has not decreased. The degree of identity consciousness
depended on some variations such as age, educational level and social parti-
cipation. The impact of this identity consciousness at the local level is
that it leads to the Lao Phueun grouping together within and outside the
community. It also fosters close co-operation within the ethnic group., As
for an impact upon main stream society, the identity consciousness also
creates-co-operation between the Lao Phueun ethnic group and governmential

officers.
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