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KANOKON SOPANPANICHAKUL : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OHN RETURH OM INVESTMENT OF
CULTIVATING SHIITAKE MUSHROOM IN LOGS AND IN PLASTIC BAGS. THESIS ADVISOR
ASS0.PROF.DUANGMANEE KOMARATAT,ASSQ.PROF.SUTHAPHUN TRIRATANA, 179 PP.

The aim of this thesis is to compare the cost of preduction znd the return ocn
investment of cultivating Shiitake mushroom in logs and in plastic bags. The problems
related to cultivating and selling Shiitake mushroom were also examined. Ffor this study,
the author selected fifty-nine farms from Chiangrai, Chiangmai and Nakhon Pathom Province
and devided them into five characteristics. The result of analysis on cost of production
perkilogram and return an investment can be concluded as follows:

Cost per kilogrzm (3) Return on investment (%)

Logs 3ags Lags 8ags

1. Only Shiitake mushroom cultivation

and high investment farm. 8.22 §5.41 k66 68
2. Multiple mushrooms cultivation and

high investment farm. 97.89 17.96 -25 55
3. Only Shiitake mushroom cultivation

and low investment farm. 18.95 - 63.38 396 48
4. Multiple mushrooms cultivation and

low investment farm. & 28.00 - 577
5. Farmers in Royal Project. '32.68 - 85 =

Conclusively, the cost of production per kilogram of cultivating Shiitake mushroom
in logs is lower than that in plastic bags and the return on investment of cultivating
Shiitake mushroom in logs is higher than that in plastic bags. However, the second
characteristic farm has loss because of the unsuitable weather causing the yields of this
farm to be lower than those of the others.

Certain important problems related to the Shiitake mushroom farming are : the lack
of suitable strains, the supply of log-woods, the loss from the attack of harmful
microorganisms, the ineffective management and the lack of investament.

Some practical recommendation are suggested. Firstly, the government and the
private section should cooperate to improve the techniques of cultivation and spread it
widely. Secondly, the farm owners should join to use some cquipment together to reduce
the cost of production.
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