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ABSTRACT

Dissolution of Parliament is the most important device or
instrument of the Executive in parliamentary system of government.
Many of Thai Constitutions provided this device in only one article,
and rather be vague in practice. As in article 101 of the 1978 Thai
Constitution provided that

The King has the prerogative of dissolving the House of
Representatives for a new election of members of the House of
Representatives.

The dissolution of the House of Representatives shall be made
in the form of a Royal Decree in which the election day for the
general election must be fixed within ninety days and such
“election day must be the same all over the Kingdom.

The dissolution of the House of Representatives may be made

only once under the same circumstance.

According to this provision, we can notice that it consists
of no any limitation, except the dissolution may be made only once
under the same circumétance. Particularly, there is not any
limitation of the basic reason leading to dissolution. So the

Executive can widely dissolve the Parliament for a wholly different

reasons. Moreover, the effects of dissolution deal with the important



political institutions, especially the legislative (House of
Representatives) and also the Executive (Cabinet). Furthermore,
elections are costly, and frequent elections can be directly detrimental
to the national economy. Therefore, the Executive, always be the

Prime Minister, should constitutionally exercise. this right, or in

a manner which accords with the constitution or conventions.

The original purposes of dissolution of Parliament consist
of balancing of power and appealing to the people. And there are
new trends of dissolution as party politics and solving political
problem called political deadlock. The intention of the Thai
Constitutions has served these two original purposes either. And
after studying and analyzing Thai experiences or practices, to find
the real reason leading to the dissolution, they have shown that the
Executive exercised this power for various reasons which sometimes
cover the original purposes, némely, balancing of power and
appealing the conflict to the people. And sometimes they revealed
the new trends of dissolution as party politics and solving political

deadlock.

However, the Political factors of Thailand since the 1932
revolution has revealed that the dissolution of Parliament in
Thailand depend on the unique nature of the political conditions. ..
Especially, in practice, the parliamentary system of Thailand is
different from that of the classical theory as follow:

1. The imbalance of powerrbetween the Executive and Legislative
branches, owing to the inefficient legislative body.

2. The majority of the people are still disinterested to

joined in the political activities.



Q

3. The political intervention by the military leaders has
influenced and played many political roles in Thai politicssince

the 1932 revolution until nowadays.

Hence, there is no problem about this provision, dissolution
of Parliament, in our Constitution. For it allows the Executive, as
a royal prerogative, a wide discretion regarding the right to dissolve
Parliament. Therefore, this right or device could have prevented the
political chaos that prevailed. And the excellent nature of this
article is the flexibility of the use of power of dissolution of
Parliament according to the political circumstance and the changing

of time.
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