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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to examine and compare the
phonological systems of Kui, Bruu and So. The phonological system
of each language is described and comparisons are made of phonologi-
cal inventories and the distribution of phonological units in order
to determine their similarities and differences. Cognate sets are
used to identify and analyze sound correspondences, some of which
are explained by proposed phonological developments. Data were ob-
tained from Kui-Thai-English, Bruu-Thai-English and So-English dic-
tionaries and the researcher's field notes.

Comparison of phonological systems of the three languages
show that they largely share the same syllable and word structure,
register systems, and consonant and vowel systems. However, the
differences are substantially adequate to determine the genetic rela-
tionship of the languages, especially the differences in final con-
sonant, final consonant cluster and vowel inventories. Conclusions
are also made based on shared and independent sound changes. From
the evidence of both shared phonological features and phonological
developments, it is concluded that Bruu and So are genetically more
glosely related to each other than either is to Kui, which lends
support to the subgrouping of these languages within the Katuic

branch based on lexicostatistical evidence.
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