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SCHOOL OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND

The School of Public Relations constitutes the Training
Section of the Public Relations Department, under the Office of
the Prime Minister, It was established on 20th October,1961.
The School is responsible for training officials of the Public
Relations Department and of other government departments
agencies and enterprizes in the field of public relations.

It also has the respongibility of helping other government
agencies in solving public relations problems involved in

the administrative and social development of the country.

The School 'operates under a Director and a small staff
of teachers, administrators and clerks. But the great majority
of its lecturers and instructure are drawn from acknowledged
experts in the fields covered in its courses, working either

in government service, the universities, or in private business.

The Schoel is open to the following categories:

1. Civil officials of the third class or higher;

2. Officers of the armed forces; and

3. Employees of Government organisations and enterprises
who have attained the rank of Heads or Heads of Section

or its equivalent.
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Since its foundation in 1961, more than 1000 students
have graduated from the various courses at the School.
They have varied in age from 21 to more than 58, and have
possessed a wide range of background experience including
agriculture, medicine, nursing, the liberal arts, architecture,

military science and administration.

The courses offered by the School can be divided into

two distinet categories:

1. Public Relations for Senior Officials

This course is restricted to officials
of the second class or higher, or its equivalent
in military rank or seniority in other government
agencies, Its duration is between four and five
months. or-upwards of 500 hours of instruction,
Its aims are threefold: To instruct the students
in the theory of communication and afford them
a knowledge of the various media of communication
used in public relations: to widen their general
knowledge eonearning the procedure of social change,
and the social, psychological and economic structure
of Thai society, as well as of the Government's
immediate development plans: and to show them
examples of public relations in action in meny
varying situations and environments, and thus to
encourage in them the processes o "dynamic thought"
which are essential to the conception and execution

of publie relatioens plans.
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2, Practieal Aspeets of Public Relations

These courses are designed for more
junior officals, usually of the third grade or
its equivalent. Their duration is from six to ten
weeks, or 180 to 280 hours of instruction.
Bach course §s concéerned with the techniques of
some specific aspeet of public relations work,
and is degigned to improve the students' proficiency
in it. Subjects include: Radio Programming;
Press Relations, News Preparation and Presentations
Field Extension Work: Audio-Visual Aids: and Still
and Cine Photograpty. More than half of the hours
available on each of these courses are devoted to

practical instruction,

The School employs four main teaching methods:
Fermal lectures; seminar sessiong during which students discuss
public relations case studies and problems and propound solutions;
practical work sessions; and field observation or work trips
in various parts of Thailand. It is usual during the Senior
Orientation Course to visit Malaysia to study the work of the

Malaysian Ministry of Informations and Broadcasting.
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The School actively participates in seminar and
training programmes undertaken by other organisations and
agencies, including the Universities, neither by providing .
lecturers, or by assisting in the arrangement of the programmes,
The object of so doing is to help to spread an understanding of
the principles of public relations, its techniques, and its
vital role in the national developmert cfThailand, since public
relations is still a relatively new field of dnowledge and

practice in $his country.
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