CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATICNS

The purpose of this study was to compare the ethnic identi-
fication of second-generation Chinese in Thailand (1) who used
Chinese and Thai family names, and (2) who attended and never attended
Chinese school.

On the basie of previous research and well-founded assump-
tions about the Chinese in Thailand, the following hypotheses were
set forth:

(1) Second-generation Chinese who use Chinese family names
will have a higher degree of identification with Chinese than those
who use Thai family names.

(2) Second-generation Chinese who attend Chinese school will
have a higher degree of identification with the Chinese than those
who do not attend Chinese school

(3) Scores on the R-Scale, F-Scale and C-Scale will be highest
in the "high Chinese' group, lower in the "medium Chinese" group and
lowest in the "low Chinese'" group.

To test these hypotheses, two froms of scales were used to
measure ethnic identification--the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory
and the social distance scale. Three additional scales were used=-
F-Scele, C-Scale and R-Scale-- in order to find the relationship,
if any, between the degree of assimilation and the variables of
authoritarianism, conformity and rigidity. 5Subjects were 176 ado-

lescents (84 girls and 92 boys). The criterion for selection of
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second-generation Chinese subjects was that their parents and
grand-parents had been born in China.

Subjects were first separated into those who used Chinese
family names and those who used Thai family names. Later, they
were again separated into those who had attended and those who did
not attend Chinese schools. Comparisions were made by means of
the t-test.

The major findings are listed below:

(1) There were significant differences between subjects who
used Chinese and Thai family names. These were significant at the
.05 level on both the assimilation-Orientation Inventory and the
D-scores of the social distance scale. Looking at the influence of
the family name, we find that those who used a Chinese family name
had a mean of 16.48 and stamdard deviation of 5.09 on the Assimilation-
Orientation Inventory, while those who used a Thai family name had
a mean of 18.59 and standard deviation of 5.43.

As the author stated in Chapter II, the lower the scores on
the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory, the more the degree of ethnic
identification with the Chinese. Thus, these results indicate that
second-generation Chinese who used Thai family names had a higher
degree of identification with the Thai than those who used Chinese
family names. Looking at the D-scores of the social distance scale,
we see that the second-generation Chinese who used a Chinese family
name had a mean of 15.89 and standard deviation of 18.66 while those
who used a Thai family name had a mean of 9.89 and standard deviation
of 17.05. This is further evidence of the influence of the family
name since those who used Chinese family names had a higher degree

of identification with the Chinese. The higher the D-score, the
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higher the degree of identification with the Chinese.

(2) There were significant differences between subjects who
attended and those who had not attended Chinese school on both the
Assimilation-Orientation Inventory and on D-Score of the social
distance scale. These differences were significant at the .01 and
.05 level respectively. Looking at the influence of attending Chinese
school, we find that those who had attended had a mean of 16.63 and
standard deviation of 5.09 on the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory,
while those who had not attended had a mean of 19.36 and standard
deviation of 5.37. This difference was significant at the .01 level.
We also find that those who had attended Chinese school (M= 14.76,
s.d.= 18.65) and those who had not attended Chinese school (M=8.48,
s.de= 16.16) differed significantly on the D-score of the social
distance scale (t=2.38, p < +05)s This would lend additional support
to the hypothesis that the second-generation Chinese who attend
Chinese school tend to have a higher degree of identification with
the Chinese. To state it another way, having Chinese education will
have an influence on the ethnic identification with the Chinese.

Looking at Tables III~VIII, it will be seen that

(3) There was no relationship between the R-5cale, F-5cale
and C-Scale and degree of identification(high Chinese, medium Chinese
and low Chinese). However, further analysis did reveal significant
differences between the high and low Chinese group with regard to
the F-Scale. From table IX, it will be seen that there is a signi-
ficant difference ( p ¢+05) between the means of these two groups,
with the high Chinese obtaining a higher score on the F-5cale. In

Table I, the difference between the second-generation Chinese who
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used Chinese family names and those who used Thali family names was
significant at the .01 level., Therefore, on the basis of these
results, it would appear that a high degree of anthoritarianism in
associated with a high degree of identification with the Chinese.

Finally, when comparisions were made between the means for
the two sexes with regard to the major variables i.e. use of Chinese
family name, use of Thai family names, attendance and non-attendance
at Chinese school, no significant differences were found, Taking
this into consideration, it may be that sex has little, if any,

influence on identification.
Recommendations

On the basis of these findings, the author would make the
following suggestionss

In order to validate these findings, a further study, using
a fifferent techniqgue, should be carried out in which

(1) The ethnic identification of second-generation Chinese
in Thailand would be compared with regard to these variables i.e.
using Chinese and Thai family names and attendance or non-attendance
at Chinese schools.

(2) The Assimilation=Orientation Inventory should be further
developed and adapted for use with second-generation Chinese in Thailand.
(3) Comparisions should be made with regard to the ethnic

identification of first and second-generation Chinese in Thailand.
(4) Investigation of the various types of assimilation suggested
by Merton, and discussed in Chapter I of this thesis, should be

conducted among the Chinese in Thailand,
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Table 1

Subjects Classified by Sex and Family Names

seXx
Subjects' family names total
boys girls

Chinese family name 29 27 56
Thai family name 63 57 120
Total 92 8k 176

Table 2

Subjects Classified by Sex and Attendance Schools

Sex

Subjects' attendance Bchool total
boys girls

Attendance Chinese school 62 31 93

Non-attendance Chinese school 30 53 83

Total 92 84 176




Table 3

Subjects Classified by Sex and Age

sex
Age total
boys girls
13-14 1 - 1
15-16 25 25 50
17-18 66 59 125
Total | 92 84 176

Table 4

Subjects Classified by Sex and Language Spoken at Homes

e e e e e e

b — ————————— - ——
Sex
Language total
boys girls
Teochiu e 43 8k
Hainanese 3 6 9
Hakka 9 6 15
Cantonese 5 12 17
Thai and Chinese mixed 34 17 51

Total 92 84 176




' Table 5

Subjects Classified by Sex and Speech Group Membership

sex
Speech group total
boys girls

Teochiu 72 k9 121

Hainanese 6 Vi 13

Hakka 9 13 22

Cantonese 5 15 20
Total 92 84 176

Table 6

Subjects Classified by Sex and Fathers' Age

sex

Fathers' Age total
boys girls

30=39 2 3 2

Lo-49 31 15 46

50-59 45 L2 87

more than 60 14 2k 38

Total 92 8l 176
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Table 7

Subjects Classified by Sex and Mothers' Age

sex
Mothers' Age total
boys girls
30=~39 9 7 16
Lo-49 41 3 72
50=59 38 41 79
more than 60 L 5 9
Total 92 84 176

Table 8

Subjects Classified by Sex and Fatherd' Level of Education

Levels of Father's Education Wik Total
boys girls

No formal education 13 16 29
Elementary education 35 37 e
Secondary education 32 22 54
Technical or professional school

education b 6 10
University education b 3 7
No answer b - b

Total 92 84 176




Table 9

55

Subjects Classified by Sex and Mothers' level of Education

—_ —_—

Levels of Mother's education o9T total
boys girls
No formal education 54 50 104
Elementary education 15 19 3L
Secondary education 18 9 27
Technical or professional school
education 1 2 3
University education 3 - 3
No answer 1 % 5
8l 176

Total 92




Subjects

Table 10

Classified by Fathers' COccupation

56

sex
Occupation total
boys girls

Business 72 48 120
Teacher - 1 1
Doctor 1 2 3
Soldier - - =
Police - - -
Engineer - 2 2
Lawyer - - =
Government official - - -
Employee 15 21 36
Others 4 10 14
Total 92 84 176
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Table 11

Subjects Classified by Sex and Family Income

SeX
Monthly Income total
boys girls

Less than 1,000 6 6 2
1,000-2,000 18 21 39
2,000~3,000 18 16 34
3,000=5,000 18 21 39
5,000-8,000 17 11 28
more than 8,000 14 9 23
No answer 1 - 1

Total 92 84 176




APPENDIX B

Questionnaires
The Assimilation=Orientation Inventory
The Gough~Sandford Rigidity Scale (R-Scale)
The California Fascism Scale (F-Scale)

The Conformity Scale (C=Scale)
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The Assimilation-Orientation Inventory

Directions: This booklet contains 40 statements. Flease read

each statement and decide how you fell about it.

In marking the items, please give your own personal opinion. If you
agree with a statement or feel that it is true about you,
circle the answer TRUE (T)., If you disagree with a
statement, or feel that it is not true about you, circle
the answer FALSE (F).

There are no right or wrong answers. The best answer is just your
own opinion. The statements are about matters about which
people often have different opinions.

T 53 1. The Chinese may adapt themselves to Thai society in order
to earn a living, but they must stay together as a group

to preserve their own culture,

1l fF) 2. No matter what the reason may be, Chinese should never
N disgrace other Chinese if there are Thai around.

P @D 3. It is shameful for any Chinese to think that he might
ever like to be a member of another race.
T @a L, It's lucky to be born a Chinese.

T G@ 5. It would be more comfortable to live in a neighborhood
which has, at least, a few Chinese than in one which has none.

i ké) 6. A baby boy is more precious than a baby girl.
7. Many Thai are not prejudiced.

T k:] 8. It is all right for the Chinese to become partly Thai,
but they should retain part of their own culture.

i \éﬁ 9. I feel more favorable toward Chinese than to members of
any other racial group.

@D F 10. The best thing for the Chinese in Thailand to do is to
associate more with the Thai, adopt the Thai culture,
and identify themselves as Thai,
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The amount of money a person makes is the greatest
measurement of his worth.

In regard to opportunities that other Thai enjoy,
Chinese are deprived of many of them because of theirp
ancestry.

If Chinatown were modernized, I would then prefer to
live there most of all.

The prejudice of Thai toward Chinese is probably no
greater tham the prejudice of Chinese toward other races.

I would be disturbed, if Thai did not accept me as an
equal.

The Thai way of life may be good enough for others but
not for me.

I don't have any particular strong feeling of attachment
of China.

I would be more disturbed if someone says I avoid the
company of a Chinese than I would if he says I avoid
a Thai.

It is not necessary for Chinese parents to make it a

duty to promote the preservation of the Chinese cultural
heritage to their children.

Socially, I feel less at ease with Thai than with Chinese.
Chinese should stick together in order to keep company
among one's own kind and to be assured of mutual

assistance in case of emergencye.

I always think of myself as Thai first and as a Chinese
second.

Whenever an article on China appears in the newspaper,
I would read it immediately.

Although children may not appreciate Chinese education
at the time, they will later when they grow up and
become parents themselves.

Chinese should join more Thai organizations.

It would be terrible if all Chinese made it their goal
to become Thai.

I like to eat with a fork and spoon than with chopsticks.
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Once a Chinese, always Chinese.

Good relations between Chinese and Thai can be maintained
without the aid of the traditional Chinese associations
in Thailand.

I would give my immediat consent if a child of mine
wants to marry a Thai.

It is nice if a Chinese learns more about Chinese culture,
but it is not really necessary.

It is a shame for a Chinese not to be able to speak
Chinese.

In general, a Chinese would have more fun with other
Chinese than he would have with Thais.

It is important that a Chinese has a higher social
status among Thais than he has among Chinese.

I don't have any particularly strong feeling of attachment
of Thailand.

I think Thai family name is more appropriate than Chinese
family name for the Thai-born.

Those Chinese who are unfavorable toward Chinese culture
have the wrong attitude,

It is better that Chinese marry only Chinese.

Many of the Chinese customs and traditions are no longer
adequate for the problems of the modern world. 1In
contrast, the Thai way of life is more up to date, more
Bcientific and more progressive.

An older brother's decision is not always more respectable
than that of a young one.
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The Gough Sanford Rigidity Scale

[R-Scale

The following is a study of what general public thinks and

feels about a number of impotant social and personal questions.

The best answer to each statement below is your personal opinion.

You may find yourself agreeing or disagreeing with some of the

statements.

Check each statement in the left margin according to how

much you agree or disagree with it. Please mark every one. lrite

+1, +2, +3,
+1
+2
+3
-1
-2
-3
1.
2.

3.

6.
7e

or -1, -2,~3, depending on how you feel in each case
T Blight agreement

* moderate agreement

. strong agreement

. slight disagreement

. moderate disagreement

. strong disagreement

I am often the last one to give up trying to do a thing.
There is usually only one best way to solve most problems.

I prefer work that requires a great deal of attention
to detail.

I often become so wrapped up in something. I amdoing

that I find it difficult to turn my attention to other
matters.

I dislike to change my plans in the midst of an undertaking.

I never miss going to church (wat)

I usually maintain my own opinions even though many other
people may have a different point of view.
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I find it easy to follow a certain schedule, once I
have stated it.

I do not enjoy having to adapt myself to new and unusual
situations.

I prefer to stop and think before I act even on
unimportant matters.

I try to follow a program of life based on duty.

I usually find that my own way of attacking a problem is
best, even though it doesn't always seem to work in the
beginning.

I am a methodical person in whatever I do.

I think it is usually wise to do things in a conventional
wWaye

I always finish tasks I start, even if they are not very
important.

I often find myself thinking of the same tunes or phrases
for days at ' a time.

I have a work and study schedule which I follow carefully.

I usually check more than once to be sure that I have
locked a -door, put out the light, or something of the sort.

I have never done anything dsngerous for the thrill of it.

I believe that promptness is a very important personality
characteristic

I am always careful about my manner of dress.

I always put on and take off my clothes in the same order.
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The California Fascism Scale

[F~Scale

Obedience and respect for authority are the most important
virtues children should learn.

No weakness or difficulty can hold us back if we have enough
will power.

When a person has a problem or is worried, it is best for him
not to think about it but to keep busy with more cheerful
things .

Human nature being what it is, there will always be war and
conflict.

A person who has bad manners habits, and breeding can hardly
expect to get along with decent people.

Nowadays when so many different kinds of people move around
and mix together so much, a person has to protect himself,
being especially careful not to catch an infection or a
disease from him.

People can be divided into two distinct classes: the weak
and the strong.

There is hardly anything lower than a person who does not feel
a great love, gratitude, and respect for his parents.

Nowadays more and more people are paying into matters that
should remain personal and private.

Most of our social problems would be solved if we could
somehow get rid of the immoral, cooked, and feeble-minded people.

Familiarity breeds contempt.

Nobody ever learned anything really important except through
suffering.

Money can buy everything, even the human heart.

The honest man is a fool.
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The Conformity Scale

[C~Scale

It is better to go along with the crowd than to be a martyr.

When almost every one agree in something, there is little
reason to oppose it.

To be successful, a group's members must act and think alike.
It is important for friends to have similar opinions.

It is more important to be loyal and conform to our own group
than to try to co-operate with other groups.

We should alter our needs to fit society's demands rather than
change society to fit our needs.

A good group member should agree with the other members.

It is not proper to express your views when in the company
of people who disagree with you.

Before a person does something, he should try to consider how
his friends will react to it.

A group cannot expect to amintain its identity unless members
all think and feel in very much the same way.

It is one's duty to conform to the passing demands of the
world and to suppress those personal desires that do not
fit these demands.

To become a success these days, a person has to act in the
way that others expect him to act.

A person should adapt his ideas and his behavior to the group
that he happens to be with at the time.
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Table X
Comparisions Between Scores of High and Low Chinese on
the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory,
R-Scale, F-5cale and C-Scale
Group N Mean s.de t P
R-Scale
High Chinese 29 23.76 15.7
Low Chinese 28 18,71 14 7%  1.25 -
F-Scale
High Chinese 29 18.67 10,68
Low Chinese 28 1636 9.15 «89 -
C-Scale
High Chinese 29 15.45 10.55
Low Chinese 28 15.79 9.54 .13 -
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Comparisions Between Male and Female Subjects Who Use Chinese

Family Names in the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory,

D-Score, R=-Scale, F-Scale and C-Scale

Group N Mean Sede t P
Assimilation-Orientation Inventory

Male 29 16 L,71

Female 27 17 5.39 72 -
D=Score

Male 29 15.83 19.11

Female 27 15.96 18.33 026 =~
R-Scale

Male 29 21.69 10.55

Female 27 19.11 15.99 « 70 =
F-5Scale

Male 29 17.28 8.87

Female 27 18. 4k 10,24 45 -
C=-Scale

Male 29 15.83 738

Female 27 1?0?# 10.26 79 =
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Comparisions Between Male and Female Subjects Who Use Thai Family

Names in the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory,

D-Score, R-Scale, F-Sczle and C-Sczle

—

Group N Mean B.ds t
Assimilation=-Orientation Inventory

Male 63 18-2? 5-"“'3

Female 57 18.95 5.46 «67
D=score

Male 63 8.41 16.00

Female 57 83.53  18.13 «99
R-Scale

Male 63 20.10 14,99

Famale 57 22.70 15.99 L
F-Scale

Male 63 14.35 10435

Female 57 1775 9.63 1.85
C=Scale

Male 63 #5.02 10.55

Female 57 16.53 15,00 63
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Table XIII
Comparisions Between Male and Female Subjects Who Attended Chinese
School in the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory,

D-score, R-Scale, F=Scale and C-3cale

Group N Mean s.d. t P

Assimilation-~Orientation Inventory

Male 62 16.74 5.2k

Female 31 16.42 4,86 28 =
D-score

Male 62 13.0 18.53

Female 31 18.29 . 18.67 1.28 =
R-Scale

Male 62 21.42 12.07

Female 31 26,06 13,9 1.64 =
F=Scale

Male 62 16.63 9.96
C=Scale

Male 62 1571 10,18

Female | 1 17.97 11.56 95 -
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Table XIV
Comparisions Between Male and Female Subjects Who Never Attended
Chinese School in the Assimilation-Orientation Inventory,

D-score, R-Scale, F-Scale and S-S3cale

Group N Mean Sede t P

Assimilation-Orientation Inventory

Male 30 19.23 5409

Female 53 19.43 5,56 16 ==
D=-score

Male 30 6,10 13.74

Female 53 9.83 17.35 1.00 -
R-Scale

Male 30 18,90 16.97

Female 53 18.91 15.89 002 ' "
F-5cale

Male 30 12.47  9.48

Female 53 1681 10.62 " 1.8 =
C=Scale

Male 30 14,37 8,55

Female e 20 16.30 12.39 75 -
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