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Thesis Title : Economic and Social Characteristics of

Major Occupational groups in Urban

Areas.
Name : Mr.Kitti Itiwitya
Academic Year ¢ 1974
Abstract

The objective of ‘this study is to analyze the economic,
social and demographic characteristices of major occupational grours

in urban areas of Thailand.

The data used in thié»study derived from the analysis of the
first round of inférmgtions,obtained under the Longtitudinal
Survey of Social, Economic and Demographic Changes in Thailand
carried out by trained university students under the supervision
of the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University,
during April-May 1970. Samplings are selected among the heads of
the households, their wives as well as married women under 60 years
of age in the households,

This study classified the sampled male heads of the households
into eight'oécupational groupse. The classification showed that the
biggest occupational group was the salesman group followed by

skilled work man and transportation groups respectively,



On economic characteristics, the analysis of thé relationship
between occupations.énd levels of education of the'fath;rs of the
heads of the households on one hand and the occupations of the
heads of the households on the other hand revealed some important
correlation. The study showed that the majority of the subjects
in nearly all occupational groups were in the same occupational
groups as their faéhers. Also, the levels of education of the
fathers have some singnificant correlation with the occupation
of the heads of the hd}geﬁqlds, that is, most of the heads of the
households whose fatheré“héd low levels of education worked in

manual jobs while mosfvof the heads of the households whose fathers

7/

7

had high levels of education were in non-manual jobs, Besides

these findings, the study>§lsq showed that among various occupational
groups,'the salesmaaunguP'ﬁas the highest number employed in
additional occupatidé§ Also, when compared the age groups and the
additional occupations of subjects in various occupational groups,

the study showed that subjects between 30 - 40 years in all occupational
groups are most likely to have additional occupations. On economic
status of vari@us occupational groups, most of the professional and
administrative group earned higher income in contrary to other

group in nanual occupations such as farmer and transportation

worker. groups,

On social characteristics, one of the important social factors

with significant correlation to urban occupational groups was the



level of education. The study revealed that in general subjectcs
in all occupaticnal groups had low level of cducation especially
the saleman group which had very low level of education when
compared with other occupational groups. The proféssional and
administrative group and the government officials and soldiers
group tended to have relatively higher level of education while
the skilled workman group had somewhat average level of education.
On working status, the study revealed that in general most of the
subjects in all occupational groups belonged to the employed working
class while the rests béionged to the self— employed working
class and the governmgn% ; eﬁplbyed working class respectively.
On social mobility whiép implied changes in occupations, most of
the subjects in all occﬁpational groups below 45 years of age tended
to work in their original‘occupations in contrary to most of the
subjects over 45 years of age in which high degree of occupational
changes were found.-t

On other social characteristics such as types and sizes of
households, number of-household members who earned additional wages,
and number of.married women who earned additional wages; the study
found that there was‘not much different among various occupational
groups. However, there are differences in interests paia to public
media . reflected by newspaper and magazine readings; the study
revealed that subjects in occupational groups concerning manual

works paid little attention to public media.



On demographic characteristiés, the study showed that subjects
in different age groups also belong to different occupational
groups. Most of the subjects in younger age group ( 15 « 29 years)
belonged to skilled technician group while most of the subjects in
older age group (over 45 years) belongéd to the éalesman group.

On age before marriage, it was found that non = manual occupational
groﬁps tended to mafry late in comparison to manual occupational
gfoups. On number of offeprings, the study shoﬁed that the heads
©of the households with Small number of children tended to held the
attitude at the ideal number of children should be only three or
four in number. On mlgrgtlon which conventional belief upheld

to be the impact from/age or occupational changes, the study
revealed that there was.no significant ¢orrelation between
migration and these two factorss -The study-showed:that in general

subjects in all occqpatibnal groups migrated only once or tmice.
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