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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes information about knowledge, attitudes
and practice of family planning among Chinese women in the
Bangkok~Thonburi Metropolitan City Municipality and explore
various socio-economic factors which may influence on the
knowledge, attitudes and practice of contraceptive methods among
these women. Several hypotheses exommal: 1) Chinese Women in
Metropolitan City Municipality want emaller family size; 2 ) among
women who never used any contraceptive methods, those in higher
Socio=egonaomic statuses will have more knowledge and more positive
attitudes toward family planning than those in lower statuses,
Women in Righer socioeeconamic statuses practise family planning
in higher proportions- than women -in lower socio-economic statuses.

The data used in this study were collected from research -
conducted by Public Health Bureau, Metropolitan City Municipality,
July, 1969, and are based on a systematic random sample of one
forth of all households in three sampling areas: Amphoe Phayatai,
Amphoe Patumwan, Amphoe Samphantawong. The writer also presents
family planning behavior among Thai women for the purpose of com-
parison,

It was found in this study that Chinese women in the Metro-

politan City Municipality wanted 4.6 children on the average.
Thai women wanted 3.7 dhildren on the average, Chinese women
aged 15 « 24, however, wanted only 3.7 children, while women
aged 45 years and over wanted 5,9 children. This result implies
a deorease in family size among Chinese women in the future.

More than a half of the Chinese women who never used con-

traceptive methods knew how to prevent excesive pregnancies. The



most important source of their knowledge was from informal talke
ing with friends, relatives and husbands. About half of them
approved of contraseptive methods and about one third of +them
wished to learn more about it. Among Thai women, higher prepor-
tion of women who had knowledge and positive attitudes toward
family planning was found, that isj 68% knew about family plane
ning and about 60% had favorable attitudes toward family plahhing.
Among demographic factors the study revealed that the age of
women and ideal number of children were strongly related to knowe
ledge and attitudes toward family planning among both Chinese and
Thai women. The proportion of those who knew about family plan-
ning and wished to learn more about it decreased with the age of
women and ideal number of c¢hildren, The preportion of women who
had knowledge and fayvorable attitudes was found to be highex
among women who had higher education than anong those who had
lesser education, The husband's attitudes towards family planning
played a significant role on their contraceptive knowledge and
attitude. Increase in the numbexr of living childrenwore associated
with a decrease in the proportion of Chinese women who had knowa
ledge and positive attitudes toward family planning. In contrast,
increase in the number of living children were associated with an
increase in the proportion of Thai women who had knewledge and
positive attitudes toward family planning. Concerning economic
factor, it was found that higher income level had no great effect
on the proportion of both Chinese and Thai women who had knowledge
and positive attitudes toward family planning,

Among both Chinese and Thai women who had ever used contrae
ception the hypothesises are accepted that: the proportion of users
decreased with desire for more children, Women who h-d norc'living
children were more likely to have ever used @ontragcptive methods.
Higher proportion of users were also found among women who with
more educations Chinese women who are odler practised contracep=-
tive methods in higher proportion than those who were younger.

On the contrary, higher proportion of users was found among Thai



women who are older. Concerning economic factor, it was found
that higher income level still had no great effect on the propor<
tion of contraceptive users.

With respect to the practice of contraceptive methods
among these women, the study shows that the Pill is the most
popular method among Chinese women, the I.U.C,D. and steriliza-
tion follow in that order. Among Thai women the I.U.C.D. is the
most popular method, followed by sterilization and pill. DMost
Thai women started using contraceptive method after already
having lesser chil@ren than Chinese women, that is after having
2 « 3 children compared with 4-= 5 children among Chinese women.
About 56% of Chinese women and 60% of Thai women reported that
they used contraceptive methods for family limitation. In the
opinion of these women, both Chinese and Thai, the Pill is the
best centraceptive megthod. Among women who used to practise
contraception, both Chinese and Thai gave reason for giving up
that there were side effects especilly those who used Pill and
IUCD.
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