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ABSTRACT

The study of "Rural Household Heads' Attitude towards Rural-
Urban Migration of Youth™ is based on data gathered in the second
round of the Chulalongkorn University Social Science Research
Institute Rural Manpower Study. The Thesis attempts to make a
comparative study of rural household heads' attitude in two villages
in Kalasin province and two villages in Prachinburi province. In
addition, the author utilized data on socio~-ecomic status which
has influence on these attitudes.

The purpose of this study is not to test any hypothesis
but to examine the socio-economic factors bearing on the attitude
towards rural-urban migration of youth and to describe the charac-
teristics of true migration.

Findings of the study indicate that household heads approve
of the movement of village youths to towns elsewhere and to Bangkok
because of the attraction of urban centers, The migration of boys
js favoured by three times more household heads than those favouring
the migration of girls.

Poorer household heads on both provinces tend to give the

highest approval to the migration of youth. Considered from the



point of view of size of land holding nowever, Kalasin farmers
with medium size holdings and Prachinburi farmer with large holding
both tend to approve of the migration of youth. Female household
heads in Kalasin tend to approve the migration of youth to urban
centers more than male houschold heads. In Prachinburi, on the
other hand, it is the male household head who approves more. In
both provinces, household heads in the %0 to 49 age group are most
receptive to the migration of youth. Household heads in Kalasin
who can read and write but have no formal edacation and those of
Prachinburi who completed the Prathom 4 grade of clementary school
are the ones who favour the migration of youth moste

Heads of large households tend to approve of the migration
of youth more than heads of small households. In Kalasin household
heads with urban experience approve of youth migration. The opposite
is true in Prachinburi: Household heads who never migrated to urban
centers approve of youth migration more than those with.

However, only 9 percent of households in Kalasin and 34.9
percent in Prachinburi have members who left the village permanently
to live in urban centers. The attitude of the heads of these house-
holds towards rural-urban migration is similar to that of other
household heads in the village. The main reason for migration of

these youths is to find a non-agricultural jobe
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