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Contraceptive Methods Used by Married Couples in

Urban Thailand
Miss Napaporn Burapathana

1971

© ABSTRACT

Department of Social Studies

The nurpose of thf= study on the choice of contraceptive methods

among the urban married couples is to find out first, about the types

of contraceptives being used and second, the socio-economic and demo-

graphic factors which may have direct and indirect influence on the

contraceptive choice among married couples.

follows:

The hypothesises are as

1imong the married couples who are using contraceptives, younger
b

couples will have a tendency to choose temporary contraceptive methods,

whereas older couplés who had attained the desired number of living

children will have a tendency to choose permanent methods. Furthermore,

-couples of high socio-economic status will have a tendency to choose

modern methods of contraception.”
The data used in this study is taken from the National Longi-

tudinal Survey of Social, Economic, and Demographic Change in Thailand
conducted by the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University.

The survey was conducted by interviewing a random sample of households

in 26 municipal areas of 12 provinces including 32 municipal areas of

Bangkok—Thonburi. The data for this study is based only on the married

couples currently practicing some forms of contraception at the time of

the interview,



o

It was found that the methods popularly used are sterilization
(especially ligation), oral pill, IUD and a few ovher temporary con-
traceptives. Among the couples using oral pills anc IUD, the majority
of them have just begun to use or have besn using them for less than
one year., Among couples using sterilizaticn, most of them have been
sterilizecd for morce than 11 years. The mother's age and the number of
their living children have quite a significant effect on their choice of
contraceptive methods. In other words, younger gouples with small numbers
of living childrecn tend to prefer the oral pills and other temporary methocs,
whereas older married couples with thg desired number of living chkildren
tend to favour stefilization as indiqafed by the number of wives whe have
had tubal ligation. In addition, the number of living sons and- the dura-
tion of marriage all constitute an indirect influence on the contracep-
tive choice, =

One sociological factor significantly related to the choice of
contraceptive methods is edqcational lgvel. The influence of this factor
is especially noticeable iﬁ/the choice of the modern contempory contra-
ceptive methods, that is, a higher peréentage of the highly educated .-
women tend €o usc the oral pills morc than the IUD or other contemporary
methods. But the significance of education lessens when the mother's agc
and the number of living children are also taken into consideration.
Other sociological characteristics which arc considered in this study
are the place of residence and employmeht outside the home of women after
marriage. I¢ was found that the majority of the couples practicing birth
control reside within the runicipal area of Bangkok-Thonburi and are not
enployed outside their home. The majority of these couples also choose

sterilization and oral pills over other methods.
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