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Abstract

The purpose of/this research was to study the behaviors
in the nroblem-sol¥ing situation of mothers and voung children
in rural Northern and‘Nortﬁeastern regions and to compare the
behaviors in the varigbles of sex, birth order, economic-status,
and regions. The subjects were 96 mothers and 96 young children
aged 2 years 3 moﬁths t6‘3 yeafs 5 months from various sub-districts
in Northern and Northeastern regions of Thailand, The subjects were
equally classifiec with respect to sex, birth crder, economic-status
ancd regions., The problem solving situation was set by using a
plastic box containing sweets and toys which was sealed with scotchtape,
The mother was given the box and asked to find any way to make the
child open the box and get the sweets and tovs for his reward,
Their behaviors in the problem solving situation were observed and

timingly recorded., The data was classified and calculated into

percentage. T-Test was used to test the significant levels of the



differences between sex, birth order, economic-status, and regions.

The major results of this study were :

1. There were many forms of mothers' and ¢ hildren's
behaviors. The highest percentage of mothers' behavior was the take-
over of the children's task ( 13.6 %) and the lowest percentage was
ordering (0s4 %)e hs for children's behavior, the highest percentage
was independent and initiative behavior for task performance (3643 %)
and the lowest percentage was attachment (0.3 %) o

2. There were significant differences in some aspects of
mothers' and children's behaviors according to sex, economic-status,
and regions.

2,1 Sex. 4 Girls' anti-task performance was higher than
boys! and differed significantly at the .05 level. There was no
significant difference in other aspects of behaviors.

2.2 Economic-status : Mothers' instruction in the high
economic-gstatus group was higher than the low economic-status group
and differed significantly at the .05 level. High economic-status
children's seeking-help behavior was higher than low economic~-status
children and differed significantly at the .05 level. There was no
significant difference in other aspects of behaviors.

2.3 Regions s Mothers' instruction and induction to
Hortheastern children were higher than to Northern children and differed
significantly at the .0l level. Northeastern children's independent
and initiative behavior were higher than Northern children and differed

significantly at the .Ol level. Northern children's indirect task




performancg non-task nerformance ancd seeking approval were higher
than Northeastern children and differed significantly at the ,01
level. There was no significant difference in other aspects of

bahaviors,

As for birth order, there was no significant difference

in the mothers' ané children's behaviors.,
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