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ABSTRACT

The purpose of thié study is to test hypotheses
about the effects of phe émployment of the wives on division
of household tasks and’the power relationships between the
husbands and wives as shbwnAin marital ideology and behavior,

The data for the bréaént study were gathered hy
interviewing the inESiéndrcollecting questionnaires answered
by their husbands. The total sample included 100 families
in Klong Chun Community. Within this sample were 50 families
of nonworking wives and 50 families of working wives,

The data suggest that the employment of the wives
has caused some changes in division of household tasks and in
the power relationships between husbands and wives as
hypothesized. The results are as follows:

l. The employment of the wives outside the home
functions to decrease their participation in household tasks
since these families have the servants to help them. But

when having no servant the husbands have to increase their



participation in some household tasks in order to maintain
the smooth functioning of the households,

2. The employment of the wives outside the home
functions to change the attitude of husbands and wives from
traditional sex role ideology toward an equalitarian role.

3« The employment of the wives outside the home
functions to increase their decistion-making in the families.

4., The employment of the wives outside the home
functions to change the aititude of the husbands and wives
from male dominance ideoiogy yoward an equalitarian power

relationships between huabandé and wives.,
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