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diplomatic relaii hﬁ he People's Republic of China
(FRC) on July 1,

study because Thai ﬁﬁﬁi alwaJs been against the PRC
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Thai -9Chinese welationsuntil July, 1975 can be

devided into!Zlperiodsi (The firstiperiod is the tributary
system (1282 - 1853), the second period is the nationalist
spread system (1900 - 1949) and the third period is the
Communist system (1949 - 1975). The Thei - Chinese
relations in tributary system ended in the reigns of King
Rama IV when the Western Powers replaced China in exerting
influences over Asia. During the nationalist spread

period the relations were afifccted by nationalilsm which

resulted from the conflicts within China among supporters

become communist.



of an absolute monarchy of Manchu, the republican of Sun
Yat Sen, the Kumintang of Chiang Kai-sghek and the Communist
of Mao Tse-tung. Such conflicts affects Theiland in that
each group competed for support from Overseas Chinese in
Thailand. Especizlly, the movements of communist
supporters in spreading and propagendizing the doctrine
were considered a threat to national security by Thai
military premiers who adonqgg vigorous enti— comrunist

N =

measures . —  fo)H 3
/ ( ——

As a consgéﬁé/;; of Chlna'm becoming Communist in
1949, Thai foreigﬂ//oli§y7ﬁnder the leadership of Field

y &4
Marshall Plbulsonguram /baéamp more closely 4ddentified
with the United Stateé bg«&dinlng the SEATO in 1954, in

order Lo contain tne QEQ P:Eﬁ%er Tield Marshall Sarit

N7

Thanarat regime streﬁg%heﬁea—&t&—aﬁtl communist measures

and supported tbeﬁﬁﬁiteé—sxa%eﬁ/ﬁéjlcy of intervention in

Indochina. Againsti thellUnited/ Steates military presence in

Thailand, PRCulent politicallandinorale support to the Thai
communist movement within a limited scope.
With Guam Doctrine pronounced in 1969 and the
Nixon's visit to the PRC (1972) in order to induce the PRC
to: force North Vietnam to stop the war, Thailand
accordingly reduced its apti-communist attitude, The
prlitical change on October 14, 1973 furthered Thailand's
move toward establishing relations with the PRC. On

December 6, 1974 there was an arnulment of the Fifty -



Third Decree which had prohibited trade with the FPRC,
?his enabled Thailand to buy petroleum from the PRC at a
low price during the oil crisis, which finally led to the
establishment of diplomatic relations.

There were both external and internal forces
behind Kukrit's decision to establish relations with the
PRC after only % months of coming to power. Among the
former are politicalﬁchanéééﬁﬂ, communism amang Indochinese

e i
countries and thexggpe‘lﬁpofﬁﬁﬁﬁ;rOLe Mainland China

//J \ \ . . .
/politles &after 1t replaced Tailwan

/ AN
4.7 &R . .
jates’and the IRC had stimulated most

in the Security Cotnc Aﬁ,j?esides, the new relationship

between the Unite

; s — S . .
of Taiwan. MoreovecroThailand's neighbours : Malaysia and
O Ry 3 /2
- o & & N — 0 2 . , .
the Philippines @iplomatic relations with

fiT

the PRC., All thgée factors madéﬂit nececssary for Thailand
to adopt a new foreign policy.

Within Thailand in accordance with chanzes in the
world scene, Rukrit wanted to pursue a ncutral foreign
policy. Apart from establishing diplomatic relations with

the PRC, his policy included effecting a withdrawal of
American troops from Thailand within one year and
strengthening tiecs with neighbouring ccuntries and ASEAN,
This was to be accomplished together with ancther policy
of reducing the economic zap vetween the rich and the poor

and effecting a nore equiteble distribution of wealth, in



an attempt to reduce the influence of the Communist Party
of Thailand. Such policies were widely approved by various
political forces : pressure groups, interest groups,
political parties, public opirnion, and mass media

However, the internal force that pro ompted Kukrit's
decision to normalize diplomatic relations with the PRC
seemed to dexrive from 1n serpgl conflicts wihtin the

& J/
coalition government uwnd uﬁ&er zégiéaderghipo Tach party

. ~</// 1 S . , .
organized demonstrE;}o(/ againgtethe American oasges 1n
N
Thailand and anti hAdhEtnation erocups. The government

became so unstabl p051t10n parties were aboutl

a .on~cohfloence motion for

r means of establishing

strengthen his gd¥g~ e
diplomatic rel:tf&
In sunm,9nomydexternal fectons ployed on important
role in Thai </EHLACEHGHENT LoHEEAWITAhcver Theiland
allied itself with China's cncnies, it became an encmy of

China. Only a nsutral forcign pclicy could change the

> F

gituations Internel factors were alsc important in

determining Thailand's policy toward the FRC.
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