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- ABSTRACT

The Communist Partylof Mzlaya (CPM) was established in 1930
and was regarded as the oldest political party in the country.
Formerly, the CPM was dirééted and supported by the Far Eastern
Bureau of the Comintern in Shanghai. Being an illegal party, all
CPM activities had to be kept underground. During that time, the
CPM aimed primarily to rgcfﬁit end increase more members as wgll as
Communist sympatizers. Hé&e§er,'dne major problem occured - the
incapability to approach or win over support from the Malay and the
Indian, Although the CPM received only small support from the

Chinese, it was nevertheless accused of being an inclusively

Chinese party.

Workers and students were regarded as CPM main targets of
recruitment., As the country's poorest class which could not afford
to loose more, the workers, according to the Marxism-Leninism,
would serve as a principle revolutionary force. The latter, as a
group easily instigated for mass mobilization and for embracing

Communist ideology, would help to carry on the task of a successful



revolution., However, due to the lack of efficient CPM cadres and
loosed organizational structure, the CPM attempts were not as
successful as expected. It was until later when Lai Tek was assigned

to help develop the CPM works that an improvement was reported,

During the Second World War the CPM, through various united
fronts, worked in co-operation with the British and gained much
public support., It could be stated that the Second World War

strengthened the party's basic organization.

Post the Second World War, the British allowed the CPM to
operate overtly and the party followed Lenin's line of legal and
constitutional struggle. 'The CPM however was still unable to gain
sufficient public support, not to mention the government

suppression which resulted in a considerably drawback.

The CPM in 1948 turned from Lenin's line of peaceful struggle
to guerilla werfare in the jungle as promoted by Mao Tse-tung.
Although the CPM gained some advantages initially, the lack of
basic mass organization especially in the rural area dominated by
the Malay with anti-Chinese sentiment, CPM movement was therefore

limited only among the Chinese.

The British, in an attempt to crack down the CPM, employed
political tactics coupling with military operation to eliminate
all favourable conditions and put limitation to CPM movement. The
British consequently granted independence to Malaya in order to

eliminate the major issue for Communist propaganda. The aim to



disorganize the CPM was materialized through the establishment of

strategic villages. PFurthermore, the Chinese-Malay anti-Communist

co-operation inevitably isolated the CPM more from the mass.

Political measure aside, the British also launched heavy

armed-suppression operation against the CPM which received widely

public
ration
by the
remote

to the

support., Other offensive measures included curfew and food
in the Communist infested area. Finally the CPM, weakened

severe government suppresgsion, had to take refuge along the
Thai-Malayan common border. The government announced an end

State of Emergency in 1960 and declared Malaya free of the

CPM insurgency.
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