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Thesis Title Factors affecting the size of the rural
Thai Household
Name lNrs, BDenja Silprasit

Department of Social Studies

Academic Year 1971

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research has been to study the size of
households in rural areas of Thailand. The sample families studied
were of varied social and econonic statuses. Primarily this study
seeks to find out which factors, demographic, economic, sociological,
or other tends %o most affect a household’s size and whether that
factor has a direct effect or an indirect one. The following hypothesis
has been proposed:

"Phe economic factor tends to be the important factor affecting

the size of households in rural areas of Thailand,"

The data used in this study was obtained from the National
Longitudinal survey of Social, Bconomic and Demographic Change in
Thailand. Research was carried out by the Population Institute of
Chulalongkorn University between April and May, 1969, Both under -
graduate and graduate students, wiio received training in surveying,
interviewed heads of houscholds, their wives, and married woman in
the sample households who were not more than 60 years of age.

With this data a study was made of the correlation between the factors



mentioned above and the number of members in the houschold, or the
size of the household. Statistical methods was used in the analysis of

the data.

The results of this studr show that the number of married
couples in a household is important determinants of the size of a
household. That is, the number of household members will increase as
the number of married couples in the household in crease, Households
in which there are three (3) or more married couples are larger than

the other.

The important demographic factors involved are the age and
the fertility of the head of houschold. The larger the number of
his children, the larger than the size of the household, The same
is true of the number of this children who have marricd and still

live in the household.

It was found that households of a low econonic status were
larger than those of a high economic status, There scens to be no
relationship between the occupation of the head of the household

and the siﬁe of the household,

The educational level of the head of the houschold appears
to be not related to the household’s size. Apart from this, it was
found that contact with the outside world is also related in the

opposite way betucen the frequeney to visig town and the distance

of house to towne.



The important psychological factors was the attitude towards

contraception.
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