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ABSTRACT

Communist subversion has been a serious problem of
Thailand for a long time. - Communists attempt by all means
to change and revolt the existing political, governmental,

economical and social systems of the country.

As Thai government in all regimes realizmed how much

these Communist aggressiveness endanger the stability of

the nation, they have tried to wash them off. However,

as far as the operation has been carried out, it seems that
the Communist has even increased. The government then decided
to change their strategy by trying to put more emphasis on the
local development. However, only local development alone
could not suppress communist influence and neither it could
make people turn against the communists absolutely. Therefore
the present government has tried the strategy called "military

action after politics," by increasing and reinforcing the base



i}

for government support. The government established people
force and anti-Communist ideology for the people. In doing

so, the Internal Sccurity Operation Commission (ISOC) has
presented a technique to fight against the communistse. That

is a project called "Voluntary Development and Self-Defense
Village" which is considered as a national project that the
government is approved of. One of the purposes of this project
is to train the people in sensitive areas to be able to develop
their own economics and socictiese. Another purpose is %o
establish permanent security in remot:e villages by training
people there to be able to defend themselves in uncritical
circumstances and also to be able to cooperate with the
authorities'operation efficiently according to certain

circumstances.

In order to legitimize the so-called village, the
Voluntary Development and Self-Defense Village Act 1979 was
promulgated. Theoretically, this project aims at the
corelation among all ministries, and all government offices
at all levels, i.e. central, regional and local levéls.
under a single management. By this way, the linited resources
and manpower will be provided for the target village and be
spent for terminating and suppressing the Communist expansion.
This is the last step of political operation of ISOC policy
in which all agencies concerned must work hand in hand
cohesively both civil servant, police and military. If this

operation disfunction at any step, the failure is unavoidable.
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The establishment of the Voluntary Development and
Self-Defense Village is the political operation with the
aim at helping people in the remote areca especially those
who have hard and miserable life both spiritually and
materialistically. This has always been the weak point
the Communists can easily take advantage of. Since the
operation of this project will directly affect the stability
of the nation, the government, thercfore, give much importance
and attention to this work. However we have to wait and see

anxiously how much this work can achieve its goal.

This thesis is aimed at studying and making a
research whether there are any problems in the administration
of the Voluntary Development and Self-Defense Village,
especially in the part dealing with the spirit of the
village's committees, the budget, the equipment and also the
understanding of the work being carried out in the district

of Kudchoom, Yasothorn I'rovince.

In this study and research, descriptive analysis
method is used. This was done through the study of law,
rules and regulations and government handouts and also
through the research by means of observation and experiences
of the writer himself together with the Focused Interview.
Besides, the Field Research method was also used. That is

200 village~-committees were given the questionairs to fill out.



As the result of the research, it is found that
there are some problems and obstacles in the admninistration
of Voluntary Development and Self-Defense Village in the
district of Kudchoom. This is due to several facts as

follows:

1. The unreadiness in the process of administration.
For ex.mple, there is no planning of work. This is because
most of the village committees are not well-cducatedes
Also, this is a lack of efficient manpower. Work is
unorganized. Furthermore, evaluation can not be done
because of the fact that those who are concerned in the work
are not responsible for what they are assigned to do as
they don't see any importance in it.

2. Low morale and inspiratann of the village commitieese
This is because they still expect to ﬁe paid rather than doing
the work volunteerily.

3. Not enough equipment and budgete.

4+ Lack of understanding concerning the work.

Furthermore, from this research, it is found that
those authorities and govermment officials of this distric?t
who are concerned with the operation of this project don't
pay much ettention to the job they are responsible for,
and neither do they have good collaboration among themselves

and neither do they help to supervise the village-committeese

-
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