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But before we come to éri Vijaya, the story of whose
greatness is one of the rich finds of modern scholarship, we
have to deal with Langgasu or Langkasuka, another ancient State
mentioned like Kandali 1\\thejéé%éése records of the Liang

0O ’//
dynasty. TFrom thls—fffgéé
about 100 A.D,; itslsli///g

qbu“e~we/learn that it was founded
Siam and Cambodiaj

d products resembled those of

r eﬁa Buddhlsm, the dress of its poor

was a cotton skirt ;?ug'gggg below the waist, the breast
.‘\

L)

being left bare; its n _Qrew%}elr hair long, had golden

earrings and glrdlggAaﬁ&ﬁbéﬁeﬁ%& thelr breasts with shawls or

plaids of floweredSE tbhs ids ruler ent about on an elephant

under a white hawdah and was followed by a train of fan-bearers,

bannermen, drum=beaters and guards; and.its towns were defended
by stone walls with strong double gates and bastions.. We hear,
in short, that Langkasuka was a powerful and ancient State with

a high civilisation.

The name of the king of Langgasu is given as Po-ki=-ta-to
or Pa-ka=-da=-tu, which Dr. Krom interprets as Bhagadatta. This
king sent in 515 A.D, a mission to China, the first of several

going on to 568 A.D, Then Langgasu ceased sending tribute,



da

seemingly for ever, But the country does not disappear from
history. It is probably the Lang-ka-su of the Chinese pilgrim
I-tsing in 692 A,D.; the Langasogam of a Tamil inscription at
Negapatam of 1005 A,D., the Ilanggasogam of the Tanjore inscrip-
tion of 1030 A.D.; the Ling-ya-si of the Chinese navigator
Chau-ju-kua of 1225 A.D.; the Langkasuka of the Javanese poem

Nagara-krtagama of 13%65 A, D.,Jégy Langkasuka mentioned in the

Pasai Annals as hav1ng:ﬁ§§§ Qgstgéigﬁ/about 1370 A.D.; the
\/

\ \ .
Langkasuka said in tgg/K/// ’Annals to ~have been the ancient
capital of Kedah; a i .jgégpegerl alang-kah suka, "land of

*fagr in Jahor. They have

convinced no one. Mdﬁ\\‘thuiars”fﬁiglwthat it was in Northern

Malaya, perhaps the modern ngor.

o A o
DIUVINT AT AT

A group of inscriptions in ole Malay found at Palembang,

in southeast Sumatra on the height of Batang Hari and.in the

'R.J. Wilkinson, Barly Indian Influence in Malaysia',

Journal of the Malayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society,

Vol. 13, Part 2, (October 1935), pp. 4 - 5,



&

island of Banka testify to the existence in 684 - 686 in the
rigion of Palembang of a Buddhist state of recent creation which
had jﬁst conquered Malayu (Jambi) and the isle of Banka and was
getting ready to send a military expedition against Java. This
new star was éfivijaya, the sudden ascension of which was imme=-
diately registered in the Chinese Annals which starting from

the year 670 mentioned a serles of embassies from Che-li-fo-che,

oM

\\\ “;,’J
The Chinese Tgfgff;tsfng who travelled from China to
India and from Indif:féjg;; o\between €71 and 695 spoke of this
y / _4‘

country as being a po o4%na1% having relations with India and

China., He made a fipét ajyﬁﬁere of six months in 671 - 672,

another one of four yeaﬂs fnéﬁ:675 to 689 and a third on his
N { e v
return from Canton at the*aﬁ%ﬁ6? 689. At that time, he mentioned
N
the recent expan51q§f‘;‘

3 aya'an@ Her conquest of Malayu.

——

But since his first stay in 671 - 674 he had noticed the high
‘degree of culture attained by this country: ''There I studied

by degrees the "science of sounds. In the fortified town of
Fo-che there are more than "a thousand Buddhist priests who are
devoted to study and good deeds. "They research and study in
every possible subject, exactly as is done in '"the Middle
Country (India); rules and ceremonies there are identical., "If
a Chinese priest wishes to go to the west in order to learn the
Scriptures and read the original texts there, he had better stay

first at Fo-che'" for a year or two and practise there the prover



«o
rule: after that he "could go to the Middle Country".

Palembang, the geographical situation of which I have
already indicated as being privileged on account of navigation,
seemed from the first to have been a necessary belt on the way
between India znd China, and five centuries later, in 1178,

a Chinese geographer still wrote that "it is the most important
maritime port of call for: forp;gners. Whether they come'from

\
Java, or Arabia, or fiéEEEh %o&%h—ef/lndla, all of them pass

/70 .4 -
through it in g01ng-$d//////$9 o~

One century

';;,foundatlon, 5r1v13aya—Palembanv

J

("

was already conqueror 3yg;16rd of the whole island of Sumatra,

tﬁetgreatcr part of the Malay

,Jr_. — J
peninsula, where an 1ns€21bed stela, dated 775 and coming from

Nakhon Slthammarat W eﬁndatlon of Buddhist

monuments by order of the King of Sr1v13aya."

the western part of Jav

On his return|from India, whereche/had spent ten years
at the university of Nalanda, I-tsing spent four more years at
Fo-shih the year between 685 and 689, during which he copied

and translated Sanskrit Buddhist texts into China. In 689,

1G. Coedes, "The Empire of the South Seas'", Selected

Article from the Siam Society Journal, Vol. 2, (Bangkok: 1954),

ppo 151 L 152.
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after a brief voyage to Canton, where he recruited four colla-
borators, he returned to settle in Fo-shih and there wrote his
two memoirs, one "on the eminent monks who sought the law in

the western countries'" and the other "on the spiritual law,

sent from the southern seas."

In 692 he sent the manuscripts to China, to which him-
- )" / )
self returned in 695, ‘D‘rin“/f/' ast stay, he noted in the
e ;

second of the abOVeiéézggé;

ha ﬁﬁflg€iu, where he had stopped

and stayed two months i »,;"is now the country of Shih-li~-
7 & A
){'X f’ \,

/}£§AQQ

£ <>
aw?nﬂwuqﬁﬁanqﬂiuuuauw@AgﬁﬁxxgggﬁE%uTﬂﬁL%ﬁ

fo-shih."1

Py ey

0§ § CCCCEL 270903
About the end oft¥§§52§§¥{h century or the beginning of
2

LA JAN
. —“;//,,_'\(—\ P M

the fifth we get d%%{ to-—rec = é~§?scriptions, undated
always but in the wJﬁEEI‘EF‘PEIIE?Q/;t@ipt wadd o Bna B o 4
southern India. Oldest, among these inscriptions so we are told
by experts are four on the Méhakam River in Borneo, glorifying

a king named Mulawarman, son of Aswawarman, son of Kundungga.
They are in Sanskrit in the Pallava script: and near them have

been found stone images of Hindu Gods and a little gold figurine

1G. Coedés, The Indianized States of Southeast Asia

(Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya Press, 1966), pp. 81 - 82.

e N St i el R A o bt v Yo N e
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of Vishnu., Of slightly later date, perhapes, but not much later,
is a rock-inscription near Buitenzorg picturing a pair of feet
with the'Sanskrit words, "These feet, comparable to those of
Vishnu, represent the footsteps of the illutrious Purnawarman,

king of the State of Taruma..."

From this time also we get other changes: in script,

¥/ 4

for instance, and in langugge.w/ stead of the Pallava script

‘—-\4 —

and "Kunlun" type of speecl thch now reappear in the form of

Kawi among the enemies A e Shallendra) we get nagari and

e ol
/ Q,ral Java Surely there must have
/]‘ NP A{
jphan peaceful development under

5 \ﬁ';\,& A
University influence. ,“;ffi

Plainly at ﬁgme défé between 744 and 775 A,D, princes

Sanskrit in Sri Vijay
been more in these e

—

styled Maharajas of ﬁq (or Maharajas from the
Mountain) made themselves masters of Sri Vijaya, Central Java
and (then or shortly mfter) of all Sumatra and Malaya. They

created two kingdoms, one in Sumatra and one in Java; tradition

R.J. Wilkinson, "Early Indian Influence in Malasia'f,

Journal of the Mélayan Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society,

Vol. 13, Part 2, (October 1935), p. 2.

2Ibida, pp- 8 - 9.

e il
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speaks of three princes. They brought a new script, the nagari;
and a new official diction, Sanskrit, They were fervent Buddhist

and great artists in stone:...1

ﬂﬁauﬁ%ﬂawuuﬂguMﬂumaﬁy

Paramesvara maintained the closest possible relations
with China. In 1409 Cheng Ho visited Malacca, and in 1411 the

king returned the compléé%?t by?%@%ﬁg personally to Paking to

pay his respects to the omperor \Fffh’the following year he sent

his nephew. R.A. Ker /ﬁgJFhat in 141h his son Mohammed

Iskander Shah went 'n@th&;@nouce *his father's death., This

/1
would appear to be a myéﬂék3§ %h&ch, as Sir Richard Winstedt
/ R A

points out, was due to %‘“'-ldi;that the Chinese failed to

_.__..,.,__.___,,,

realize that Paramasxg;a'had become a Mﬁsllm and changed his

name to Megat Iskanéﬁﬁ“ﬁﬂu&ﬁ___ﬂ;é,ceﬁ?qr51on seems to have been

the result of his marriage to0:a:daughter -of the Sultan of Rase,

who himself was a recent convert to |Islam. | According to Coedes,
he paid a further visit to China in 1419 to ask for support

against Siam.2

TIvid., p. 9.

2D.G.E. Hall, A History of South-BEast Asia, 2ndv(New

York: St. Martin's Press, 1964), p. 194,
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When he died in 1459 Muzaffar Shah was succeeded by
his son Raja Abdullah, who assumed the title of Mansur Shah.
In the first year of his reign the new ruler sent an embassy
to China. The return mission sent by the emperor was ship-
wrecked,vbut two years later ancther was despatched which
arrived safely. During Mansur Shah's reign Tun Perak further
extended Malacca's way. ‘A‘grggﬁiexpedition against Pahang
deposed Maharaja Deva Sﬁfé; afyasgal of Siam, and placed a

Malaccan prince on iff;i?éa?/

?; This was by way of revenge for

[ s
the Siamese attacks on ,Lﬁagduring the previous reign.

Afterwards peace was gat y%a%&@'With Siam, Before the end of
9 <@y

[ PERY ¥
MalacGa included Kehah, famous for its

/

the reign the empire o :
Tin, Trengganu, Pahang,ii%%%%?{hﬂambi, Kampar, Bengkalis, the
Carimon Islands and%?fﬁiiﬁéiﬁiPaSe'might have been included

in the list, for Tun‘“erak ed an ekpedition which crushed a
rebelion there and restored its sultan to .Lis throne, in return
for his promise to eccept Malaccan suzerainty, but he broke

his promise, and his state ultimately became part of the domi~-

nions of Acheh.1

TIbid., p. 196.
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Patani traditionally has been held to be one of the
cradles of Islam in Southeast Asia, yet little can be said with
certainty about the coming of Islam to Patani. d'Eredia, writ-
ing in 1613, stated that Islam was adopted in Patani and Pahang
before being introduced in Malacca. Islam certainly was esta-
blished in Trengganu by 1386 - 87’at the latest, and there is
no reason why it shouI&j;;;;,aVe ‘reached nearby Patani by that

= 7,
date, particularly g;yé/< ”§pq’s repute as an early centre

Ll
of Islam. But how, &hd/f éy w&%re, did it arrive? Local

Patani tradition attrlgﬁééscthé gonversion of the ruler to
people from Pasai, presenﬁigpvPatanl as a trading community,
an explanatlon whlch\flts well w1th recent argument on the

(\.—.—
subgect. The date oﬁﬁPatan; s conversion, or the date of the

first conversions din Patani, may well be as early as this, but

it remains to be established.1

1A. Teeuw and D.K. Wyatt, Hikayat Patani (The Hague:

Martinus Nijhoff, 1970), p. k4.
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