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(A STUDY OF RELATIVE MORTALITY LEVEL BY CHANGWATS AND

BY REGIONS IN THAILAND, 1947 - 1960)
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The basic purposes of this study are:

1. To calculate relative death rates in each changwat
(province) of Thailand during 1947-1960

2. To ascertain whether there are correlations between
the death rates and selected socio-economic factors

3. To illustrate the use of selected methods for measuring
death rates with limited data.

This study is based on the 1947 and 1960 censuses. From the data
of these two censuses, we followed a cohort of persons, those aged 5-59 in
1947 and 18-72 in the 1960 census. In many cases there is some under -
emmeration in census operations. So adjustment is needed for the two age
distributions to correct differences in level of emmeration between the
1947 and the 1960 censuses. Not less important, it is necessary to take
inter—changwat migration into account in order to control for the effects
of migration on population change between 1947 and 1960, This required
lmowledge about inter-changwats migration for the whole period 1947-1960
which was not fully available. However data on inter-changwats migration
for the period 1955-1960 and also data on Life Time migration at 1960 were
available from the 1960 census. This partial information, and some other was
used to estimated the required migration figure for 1947-1960,

To do this, it was necessary to make various assumptions and to
adopt simplifications that were not necessarily realistic ones. The final
results depend heavily an these.



To calculate the death rates, Regional Model Life Tables and Stable
Populations and age structure were utilized. The final results of this
study show that there are variations in death rate between changwats from
the lowest which equal to 3.23 per 1,000 population to the highest which
equal to 53.7 per 1,000 population., Death rate among regions vary from
a high of 26,0 the Hortheast low of 18.0 in the Central Region. The death
rate for the whole kingdom is estimated at 20,30, Mowever, these death
rates camot be regarded as absolute dcaths ratio; rather they are only
indicies to show the relative level of mortality in each changwat. By
£ test, it was found that there are no relations between death rate
(from the result of the study) and eighter the percentage of agricultural
households or education level in the various changwats. Due to the limited
data, it is impossible to carry the analysis further than this. The study
is strictly exloratory and hopefully will be a stimulus for further research.
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