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ABSTRACT

Punishment is a kind of prejudicial and usually undesirable
imposition by state upon an offender, who commits an offence against
the law existing at the time of the commission, and such law entails
certain punishment, by which the sacredness of the law may be imple-

mented.

Legal theories on punishment with various objectives vary
from one to another. Their application is subject to“the chenge of
times. In the past, punishment used to be thought in terms of
vengeance, or deterrence, or satisfing to public's feelings. Ncwadays,
the purpose of punishment has changad; it is aimed at reforming the
criminals rather revenge. In some countries, the emphasis of punish=-
ment is not so much on the severity of the crimes commitied, but on

the rehabilitation of the criminals.

Capital punishment is the most serious one that is usually



imposed upon serious felonies, or treason or national security. It
has been abolished in various countries both in law and in practice,
for it is thought to be opposed to a right to life, and it ias
inhumane because killing one another is unlawful. The principle
that an individual has no right to kill others also applies to the

States.

Apart from physical punishment which is rarely practised
(except in some countries where whipping still exists) the less
severe but popular kind of punishment is the deprivation of freedom
e.g. imprisonment, confinement. The less serious kinds of punish-
ment are fine, confiscation, civil incapacity, withdrawl of rights,
limiting civil rights, which may be imposed concurrently with the
main punishment. Prisoners with certain deprivation of'rights and
freedoms should have a right to be treated humanely, to the prctec-

tion of life, health, like any other free members of the public,

In practice, it often seems that punishment in certain
countries is inhumane; cruelty as well as improper jails for human
being still exists. There has developed an opinion that the rights
of the prisoners should be universal like human rights protected by
international organizations e.g. the United Nations,the Council of
Europe. There are several international documents stipulating the

- rights of prisoners e.g. Universal Declaration of Human Rights,



ol

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, European Convention of Human

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

The United Nations has undertaken the measures on human rights
protection quite satisfactory because certain machineries have been
limit in the regional level in addition to the treaties and propaga-
tion of human rights. However, the implementations of various
international organizations have not get reached the standard of
optimum protection; measures with more rigidity are still desirable,
and, the public's consciousness of these rights is still at the

preliminary stage and needs time for its realization.
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