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Thesis Title A Comparison of Attitude of Parents in Urban
and Rural areas towards Mate Selection and
Post Nuptial Residence of Children

Name Miss Bhassorn Limanonda, Department of
Social Studies

Academic Year 1972

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out facts
about rural and urban parents' attitude toward mate selec-
tion for their children's and post nuptial residence rather

than to test any specific hypothesis.

The data used dre taken from Longitudinal Survey
of Social, Economic and Demographiec Change in Thailand,
conducted by the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalong-
korn University, April - Mey 1969 and 1970 respectively.
The method used in collecting data was to administer
questionnaires to head of households, their wives, and

every ever-married women in the family.

The results of this study indicate that rural
and urban parents are basically quite similar in their
attitudes towards mate selection. The majority of rural
and urban parents of most occupational groups, agreed that
their children should choose their own mates. However,
the rural parents are slightly more likely to express a
wish to choose the child's mate themselves or choose the mate
with the child's approval than urban parents. Among urban
parents, the better-off parents agreed that their children



should choose their own mates but frequently specify

that they do this with the parents' permission, the poorer
desire their children to choose their own mate and are
less likely to specify they do so with parents approval.

The occupation of the head of household shows
some relationship to the preferences for post nuptial
residence of the children. In particular in urban areas,
household heads in sales and service are most likely to
want their sons to live with 'them and those who are offi-
cials or in management are least likely. On the other
hand household heads in g&dles and service are least like
to want their daughter to gontinue living with them after
her marriage whereas workers and laborers in general are
most likely to want the daughter to live with them. How-
ever most household heads regardless of occupation feel
that both the son and daughter should either live separately
or choose where they wish to live themselves.

Among rural household heads, farmers and persons
engaged in sales and service are most likely to want the
son to remain with them after marriage. However when it
comes to the daughter's post nuptial residence, the farmers
are clearly the most likely to want the daughters to

remain.

Social factors are related to mate selection. As
mentioned, most parents in both rural and urban agreed that
their children should chocse their own spouses. However
household heads who say they would not permit their child-
ren's marriage if the astrological readings are unfavorable
are more likely to want to choose their children's mate and
less likely to say their children should choose their own
mate than household heads who say they would disregard the



e

astrological reading. The mother's experience with the
selection of her own mate is also related to her attitudes
towards mate selection of her children. Mothers who chose
their mate themselves, are more likely to want their child-
ren to do likewise.

Regardless of their experience in post nuptial
residence, economic status and education the majority of
rural and urban parents indicated that it depends on their
children where to settle down after their first marriage.
In rural areas parents of every educational level are more
likely to want theipr daughters to stay with them more than
their son. In urban’/areas the reverse is generally true.

Demographic factors are also related to mate
selection and post nuptial residence, Parents of every
age group, in both'rural and urban areas, have attendency
to let their children choose their ‘own mate but this seems
more popular in urban than rural areas. Ethnicity does
not affect attitude of these parents toward their child-

ren's mate selection.

Parents of every age group indicated that their
children should choose their own residence after their
first marriage. Substantials proportion of rural parents
of every age group want their daughters to stay with them.

Large proportions of household heads of Chinese
background want their son to stay together in the same
house. Ethnic Thais on the other hand prefer to have the
daughter live with them.



To summarize, bcth rural and urban parents of
differen social, economic and demographic background have
some differences in attitudes toward mate-selection and

post nuptial - residence of their children.
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