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ABSTRACT

Purpose

The purpose of this study was to compare the 3ngzlish reading
Comprehension of complex passages (including the four types of
English sentence transformation: nominalization, relative clause,
passive voice, and grammatical deletion) and less-complex forms of
the same passages (without these four types of English sentence

transformation) of first-year Chiang Mai University students.
Procedure

The study was undertaken at Chiang Mai University in 1980.
The subjects of the study were 98 first-year students in the
Faculties of Humanities, Education and Social Sciences. Thcse
students were selected on the basis of their reading ability measured
by the English Standardized Reading Test of the Chulalongkorn

University Language Institute, Bangkok, Students were divided



into 2 groups using the statistical formula X % Z.OS SEi to form
the high group consisting of 56 students while 42 students who

got scores below X - Z o5 SBg constituted the low group. The

high group, then, was randomly divided into 2 groups: A and B,

each comprising 28 students. The low group was similarly divided
into 2 groups: C and D, each comprising 21 students. Five complex
reading passages with readability levels ranging from grades 8 to
12 according to the Flesch Reading Ease Formula were constructed

by the researcher. Each passage contained the four transformations
(nominalization, relative clause, passive voice, and grammatical
deletion). Afterwards, five less-complex passages (simplified
versions of the former) of the same reading levels as the original
passages were constructed. Then cloze tests and multiple choice
tests were developed for each corresponing complex and less-complex
passages. Both cloze tests and multiple choice tests were
administered to the subjects in such a way that high group A and
low group C read the transformed passages (Complex Passages) while
high group B and low group D read the detransformed passages

(Less-Complex Passages).

The T-test analyses were employed to compare the scores

of the subjects from each group.

The major results were as follows:
1« There was a statistically significant difference

between the high and low groups' reading comprehension scores



from the multiple choice and cloze tests on the complex and less-
complex passages at p = .05

2. There was a statistically significant difference
between the high groups' reading comprehension scores from the
multiple choice and cloze tests on the complex and less-complex
passages at p = .05

3. There was no statistically significant difference
between the low groups' reading comprehension scores from the
multiple choice and cloze tests on the complex and less-complex

passages at p = .05
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