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Abstract

This study attempts to compare economic social, demographic
and other factors influencing Thai women's occupations in the
rural} and urban areas, The data are drawn from the National
Longitudinal Study of Social, Economic, and Demographic changes
in Thailand, conducted by The Institute of Population Studies,
Chulalongkorn University. The data refer to the first round of
interviewing that took place in rural in 1969, and in the urban
areas one year later. In both samples, the household head, his
wife including married women in the family in the sample were
asked on various questione.

The results of the study show that the difference in the

@ tyres of occupation among the rural and urban women are firstly because
of the different characteristics of rural and urban areas. It was
found that women imx both areas are engaged in different vocations.

The urban women follow their pursuits which are mainly related
to commercial affairs like sales and service activities; or

professional which call for specialised skill or knowledge and



which are performed outside the house. Whila the rural women
basically engage themselves in agriculture or allied occupation.
Their occupations are confined to their household or family based
sconomy which enables women of every age, status and ability to
participate in thcm more freely than the urban women can doe

Whilez goinag into details of the study it was discovered
that there are various factors associated with the difforent

occupations of rural and urban women as mentioned helows.

Economic and Social Factors:

An QCQnom;c factor ténds to have influence on types of
occupation in the urban dreas. It is found that womzn of good
economic standing usually engage themselves in profa:ssioanal,
sales and service occupations ‘As for the rural areas even though,
most of the women are occupied in agricultural pursuits, when
occupation are classifiéd on economy basis, a gre:-ter number of
women of poor financial positions were found working in labour
based jobs than those of higher financial standings who mostly
find employment in professional jobs in larger number than the
women of middle class.

Bducational Factor Education also has considcrable influence
on selecting occupations by the wemen of rural and urban arecas.
This discovery 1s made to the affect that the percentage women
with higher educaticnal background employed in professional occu-

pation is higher than those with lower educatione.



Type of Family Factor Type of Family is one of the factor
of a variable charactor. This study discovered that an extendad
family has an influence on professional occupation only in the

urban areas,

Demographic factor and others

It is also discovered that age of women, ethnicity, and
number of living children have significant influence on occupa=
tional types.

A majority of women who have engaged in sales and services
are in older age group while higher percentage of younger women
are found in professional/typee In rural areas, the majority of
women in all ages groups are occupied in agriculture.

Because of the limitation of data available, the study of
the influence of ethnicity is made possible only in urban arcas,
It is obvious that there is a greater preference for Chinese
woman to a350cia£e in sales and services occupation while a large
percentage of Thal women are engaged in professional one.

In urban areas, number of living children has greater
influence on occupational types of women than does in rural
areas. Working in farms or type of job in rural areas does not

cause any difficulties in having more children.
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