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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the moral judgments
of adolescents in the Bangkok lMetropolis concerning male-female
relationships. The subjects were 418 students comprised of 212 bays
from two goverment boy schools, mamely Suankularp Wittayalai School
and Wat Suttiwararam School; and 206 girls from two goverment girl
schools, namely Satriwittaya School and Sainumpung School. The students
who were between thirteen and eighteen years of age were studying in
M.S. 1=5. The rescacher set up eighteen situations. The situations
described one of the following male-female bechavioral relationships,
either in public or in private : having a close relationship without
touching; going out together at night; going to see a movie; sitting
and talking in a coffee shop; dating; holding hands; hugging;feeding
each other; lying down on the other's lap; hugging and kissingshaving

gexunl intercourse with the promise of marriage and having sexual




intercourse without any promise. Some, but not all, situations

were set up in the two fo;ms : in a public place and also in
a private plabl. Bach of the five following male~female
statuses was specified in the situations mentioned above.
These were : boy student-girl student; single man-single
woman; married man-single woman; single man-married woman
and married man-married woman. The questionnaires were
presented to the subjects to evaluate the acceptability of
the behavior of the stimulus persons in each situation.

The independent variables were the sex of the subjects, both
the status and the sex of the stimulus persons, and the
situations themselves. The dependent variable was the moral
judgment of the subjects. The analysig of variance, three-
factor experiment'with repeated measures on one factor, was

applied to analyze the collected data.

The results of this study were : (1) The moral
judgment of the adolescent boys differed significantly from
that of the gifls in 211 situations (p< .01). It was
obvious that such béhavior was always more acceptable in the
boys'judgment except in two situations : having a close
relationship without touching each other and dating openly.
The girls always judged these two situations more favorably.
(2) There was a significant difference(p € .01) in the
adolescents moral judgment that the behavior of the male

stimulus was more acceptable than that of the female stimulus.




(3) The moral judgment of the adolescents toward the different
statuses of the stimulus persons in all the situation was
significantly different (p <& .01). (4) The moral judgment of
the adolescents toward the different situations was
significantly different (p < .01). All behavior that
accurcd in the private was more acceptable than that which
accured in public. Dating openly was the only exception

found more acceptable.
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