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##4986861135  : MAJOR THAI DANCE
KEY WORD: COURTSHIP DANCE OF MOHLUMKLON
SITTIRAT POOKAEW : COURTSHIP DANCE OF MOHLUMKLON.

THESIS ADVISOR : ANUKOON ROTJANASUKSOMBOON, Ph.D.. 239 pp.

This thesis aims at studying the history, functions, performance elements and the
courtship dance which is a part of Mohlum Klon at Ubolratchathani province. Research
methodollogy includes documentary, interviewing, observation of actual performances
and demonstrations by dance experts. And researcher’s practice with the dancers.

The research finds that the courtship dance of Mohlum Klon derived from the
courtship tradition of the northeast people. It exists as the third part of Mohlum Klon
performance. Male and female dance together to depict the courtship gestures and
mannerism in the northeast dance style.

Fon Keo or courtship dance is a set of nine dance series showing male approaches
female by attempting to touch her prohibited parts while female is trying to avoid him.
Dancers can improvise as they wish within the northeast style while Khaen music is
playing.

Fon Keo of Mehlum Klon at Ubolratchathani is an art of transforming traditional
courtship equipped with the expression (?f love and sensuality into a exquisite dance form.
This dance is now being trained ifismany dance distitutes but the form is void of
improvisation. And with the addition of ¢lassical style:made it different from that of the

local form whieh should be well preserved.
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