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The Title Political Culture: A case study of status and role of
Parliament Members in the House of representative as
seen from the viewpoint of fourth - year students at

Chulalongkorn University.

Name Mr, Vong Lertphaisan

Depertment of .  Gewrmmont

ABSTRACT

Political culture has been defined as the distribution of patt-
-erns of orientations, That is: cognitive orientation, affective orient=
-ations and evaluative orientations, These orientations are found in
gystems as general objects, as input objects, as output objects and on the
self as an object.

To partly understand a political system, a study of a country's
political culture is required, “Polifical culture is believed to be an
important factor of political behavior which directly affects the political
system in terms of characteristic and change.

However, politics is dependent upon individuals within the
political system. In the parliamentary system, members of parliament are

the most important factors. Therefore a study of their status and fole



has been our concern here.

The author believed that university students, in the fourth
year of their course work, should have enough knowledge to establish their
role in the leadership of society. They are gophisticated enough to know
their own opinions and interests. Thus, this study selected students of
Chulalongkorn University as its sample,

The scope of the study was 1imi£ed to the study of political
culture in terms of the political orientations' of fourth - ysar students
enrolled in the academic year of 1971 at Chulalongkorn University. The
study focused on th status and role of 1969 = 1. 71 parliament members of
the lower house as input objects,

Twenty percent of 2,030 students, or 407 respondents, were
selected as the sample. Data was collected from questionnaires sent
directly to students.

The results of the analysis can provide some idea of the
student's political orientations toward the status and role of parliament
members.

1) Students did not display great knowledge about the duties
and responsibilities of parliament members.

2) Students did not believe parliament members to be competent.
In addition they felt parliament member worked beyond their cvm drtles ar”
responsibilities,

3) The ideal parlisment members is an honest man, willing t0

gacrifice himself to duty, Education and knowledge are not important.



o

Since the students with formal, hi-gner education do not have
confidence in the parliament member work, the : 1 71 the street with less
education would have presumably less confidence. -

Faith and confidence in a political system is an important factor
lending support to the system, If a people do not support the system, it
cannot be viable, Therefore it is necessary to improve the requirements
of parliament members and political parties, This task should include the
advent of new concepts to the people for the survival of Democracy,

In detail, the study found that the students' backgrounds such
a major field of study ethnic differences, residence, parent's occupation,
did not affect opinions. However, it should be remarked that sex and
fields of study did play a minor role in shaping some opinions. For example,
male students and political science students tended to exhibit greater k
knowldge and lower confidence in the parliament members than did female

students and science students,
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